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A chere been any book i in our 
language on the ſubject of the 
followin 8 Letters, | they never could 
have ſeen” the ght. The Author 
wrote them for the amuſement of his 


* 


7 


friends,” and as an aſſiſtance to his 
memory; and if it will i in any degree 
apologize for their imperfections, he 
can with truth declare that they never 
were intended for publication: nor 


indeed was that idea ſuggeſted to him, 


till lon IS after they were written. One 
principal mqtiye he will own, was the 
deſire of giving to the world, and 
perhaps of tranſmitting to poſterity, 
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bn monument of his friendſhip 1 
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 Leners were alre ady in the 


peruſal he had the fatiafaion 10 find, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. * 


le now preſents them to the Public 
With the greateſt diffidence ; hoping 
that ſome allowance will be made for 
the very inconvenient circumſtances, 
little favourable to order or preciſion, 
in which many of them were written : . 
But he would not venture to new- 
model them; apprehending, that what 
they might gain in form and expreſ- 
ſion, they would probably loſe in eaſe 
and fimplicity z and well knowing 
that the original impreſſions are better 
deſcribed at the moment they are felt, 
than from the moſt exact recollec- 
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DEAR BEC KFORD, Naples, May 74, 1770. 


Remember to have heard you regret, 
that in all your peregrinations through 
Europe, you had ever neglected the iſland 
of Sicily; ; and had ſpent much of your 
time in running over the old beaten track, 


and in examining the thread-bare ſubjeds 
of Italy and Franee; » when probably there 


were a variety of objects, not leſs intereſting, 


Vor. I. 8 9 that 
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5 : that ill lay buried in HERES in . « 1 | 
ns celebrated iſland. We intend to profit from. 
this hint of yours .—Fullarton has been 


which a new proſpect of acquiring know- 


1 many of the toads are over dangerous 
precipices, or through bogs and foreſts, 


ing banditti in Europe. However, all 
theſe conſiderations, formidable as they 


animated us with the ſtrongeſt deſire of 
enjoying the ſame * * 


urging me to it with all that ardour, 


ledge ever inſpires in him; and Glover, 
your old acquaintance, has promiſed to 
accompany us. 


Thie Italians mu it as impoſſible; : 
as there are no inns in the iſland, and 


-. 


infeſted with the moſt reſolute and dar- 


may appear, did not deter Mr. Hamilton“, 
his lady, and Lord Fortroſe f. They made 
this expedition laſt ſummer; and returned 
ſo much delighted with it, that they have 


Now knight of the bath, + Now Earl of Seaforth, 
= „ | 4 Our 


SICILY. AND! MALTA 3 


Our firſt plan, was to go by land to 
. Bega, and from thence, croſs over to 


Meſſina; but on making exact inquiry, 
with regard to the ſtate of the country, 


and method of travelling, we find that the 
danger from the banditti in Calabria and 
Apulia is ſo great, the accommodations ſo 
wretched, and inconveniencies of every 


kind ſo numerous, without any conſidera- 


tion whatever to throw into tlie oppoſite 


ſcale, that we ſoon relinquiſhed thatſcheme ; 
and in ſpite of all the terrors of Scylla and 


| Charybdis, and the more real terrors of 


ſea ſickneſs (the moſt formidable monſter 


of the three) we have determined to go by 


water : And, that no time may be loſt; we 


have already taken our paſſage on board 


an Engliſh ſhip, which is ready to ſail with | 
the firſt fair wind; 
0 Nn ; as 0 this jittle expedition has never 
been conſidered as any part of the grand | 


tour; and as it will probably preſent 


= 8 2 many 


i AK: TOUR THROUGH 


r objects worthy. of your 8 8 
not mentioned in any of our: books f 
travels; J flattter myſelf that a ſhort ac- 
count of te will not be unacceptable do 
vou; and may in ſome degree make up 
for your having neglected to viſit them. 
Jou may therefore expect to hear of me, 
from every town where we ſtop; and when 
I meet with any thing deſerving of notice, 
1 ſhall, attempt to deſcribe it in as few 
words as poſſible. We have been waiting 
with impatience for a fair wind, but at. 
preſent there is little proſpect of it. The 
weather is exceedingly rough, and not a 
for upwards of three weeks paſt. This 
climate is by no means what we expected 
to find it; and the ſerene ſky of Italy, fo 
much boaſted of by our travelled gentle- 
men, does not altogether deſerve the great 
elogiums beſtowed upon it. It is now the 
middle of May, and we have not as yet 
nad any continuance of what may be called 
NAA | _— „ - 


x 
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SICILY AND MALTA. 5 
fine weather. It has, indeed, been abun- 
dautly warm, but ſeldom a day has paſſed 
without ſudden ſtorms of wind and rain, 
which render walking out here to the full 
as dangerous to our invalids, as it 4s! 9 
1 | 4D 8 


* 


5 am Winde Fx our - are 
under ſome miſtake with. regard to this 
climate. It is certainly one of the warmeſt 


* 2 ” ot 


in Italy; but it is as certainly one of the 
moſt inconſtant; and from what we have 
obſerved, diſagrees with the greateſt part 
of our valetudinarians; but more parti- 
cularly with the gouty people, who, have 
all found themſelves better at Rome; q- 
which though much colder in winter, is, 
I believe, a healthier climate. Naples to 
be ſure is more eligible in ſummer, as the 
air is conſtantly refreſhed by the ſea breeze, 
hen Rome is often ſcorched by the moſt 
inſupportable heat. Laſt ſummer, Faren- 


ben s thermometer never roſe higher at 
B 3 Naples 
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Naples than 78. At Rome it was at 6, 
The difference is often ſtill more oonſider:· 
able. In winter it is not leſs remarkable. 
Here, our greateſt degree of cold was in 
the end of January the thermometer ſtood 
at 36; at Rome it fell to 27; ſo that the 
diſtance between the two extremes of heat 
and cold laſt year a at Naples, was only 40 
| degrees; ; whereas at Rome it was no leſh 
than 462. Vet, by all accounts, their win- =] 
ter was much more agreeable and healthy 
than durs : For they had clear froſty wea- 
ther "whilſt we were deluged with rains, 
accompanied witk very high wind. The 
people here aſſfure us, that in ſome ſeaſons 
it Has rained every day for ſix or ſeven 
— But the moſt diſagreeable part 
of tlie Neapolitan climate is the ſiroce or 
ſouth · eaſt wind, which is very common 
at this ſeaſon, It is infinitely more relax 
ing, and gives the vapours in a much higher 

degree, than the worſt of our rainy No- 
eee It has now blown for theſe 
. e 


Ws 


stoiIr AND MALA. FP. 
days without intermiſſion; and lias 


e blown away all our gaiety and 
fpirits; and if it continues much longer, I 
do not know what may be the conſequence. 
It gives a degree of laſſitude, both to the 
body and mind, that renders them abſo- 
lutely incapable of performing their uſual 
functions. It is not perhaps ſurpriſing, 
that it ſhould produce theſe effects on a 5 
phlegmatic Englifh conſtitution; but we | 
have juſt now an inſtance, that all the mer- 
cury of France muſt ſink under the load 
of this horrid, leaden atmoſphere. A 
ſmart Pariſian marquis came here about 
ten days ago: he was ſo full of animal 
ſpirits that the people thought him mad. 
He never remained a moment in the ſame 
place; but, at their grave converſations, | 
uſed to ſkip from room to room with 
ſuch amazing elaſticity, that the Italians 
{wore he had got ſprings in his ſhoes. I 
met him this morning, walking with the 
my of a philoſopher ; a ſmelling bottle i in 

34 | his 
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1 aſked wha was As mini » „Ah lows 
ami, ſaid he, je m'entiat à la mort 3 
* moi, qui niai jamais ſeu 1 ennui. | 
Mais cet execrable vent m'aceable et 
2 eee n et t je a ages 9505 


We, Hor SM 4 
1 Fir i Fit 441 


. The natives er Jag not © ſafer. * 
| chan ſtrangers ; and all eee eee 
langniſn during this abaminabhle wind. 1. 
Neapolitan lover avaids his miſtreſs with 
the utmoſt care ih; the time of the firoce, 
and the indolence it inſpires, is almoſt | 
ſufficient to extinguiſh every paſſion. All 
works of genius are laid aſide, during its 
continuance; and when any thing very 
flat or inſipid is produced, the ſtrongeſt 
phraſe of diſapprobation they can- beſtow 
is, Era ſcritto in tempo del firocco;” that 
1 | ids! writ in the time of the ſirocc. 1 
| ſhall make no other apology for this letter; 
n eee , W e to tre — be 


. „ it 
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it 4 1s not me vou are to blame, but the 
fixore wind. This will put me much at 
my caſe, and. will fave us a world of time 
in apologies... meſon oi ien 15% 
| + ig $11 160 vii 15 ns « Sara Hr B16 
„ bave 27 endeavouring to get ſome 
account. of the cauſe of this very fiogular 
ality of va frees b. dt ee e ders 


4 and I do, not nn d, no! thi 1 | 
ae en. chat it bas ne bee 
an Object of inquiry mn n 
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* e not . that, dhe Frog: 
makes any remarkable change i in the ba- 
rometer. When i it firſt ſet 1 in, the mercury 
fell ahont a line and a half; and has con- 
tinued much about the ame height ever 
ſince; but the thermometer was at; 43. The 
morning it began, and roſe almoſt j imme- 


mediately to 65; and for theſe two days paſt 
it mag been at 70 and 71. * it 18 


YES] that, 


7. 
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that #6hdetWit ſo opprefive'tts che FN 1 
it is rather the want of that r- qua- 
Hey, WHO Ts 16 enlwwelling; and Which 
_ ever renders the weſtern breeze ſo agree- 
able: The ſpring and elaſticity of the air 
| {tins to be 167" and (hat Scve . 
which animätes an Mater. uppeari'ts to 
dead. This "principle we have ſometimes 
ſuppoſen to be aothifig elſe that — 
Fit bi that the air uſually contains; : 
and inde ed, we” have found, that during 
this wind; it appears G be dime als 
lated, or at leaſt, its activity exceedingly | 
reduced. 0 Yeſterday, and to-day, | we have 
been attemy ptir n 8 to ia ſome electrica 
experiments 3 but 1 never before found the 


fs Ba: £ — COR 1438 
air ſo \ unfavourable for them, 
122 l ginn $006k 133 zd Aan baun! 13 


Ses bathigtz we have found to be the beſt 
antidote againſt” the effects of "the f. 
row ; and this we elrtialy enjoy in great 
perfection Lord Fortroſe, who is the 
foul of our colony here, has pravided a 
. ua 
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targe | -commodious boat for this ! purpoſe. 
We meet every morning at eight o'clock, : 
and row about half a mile out to ſea where 
we ſtrip and plunge into the water: Were 
it not for this, We ſhould all of us have | 
been as bad as the French marquis. My | 
i lord has ten watermen, who are in realitx 
: a ſort of amphibious animals, as they live 
one half the ſummer in the ſea. Three 
or four of theſe generally go in with us, 
to pick up ſtragglers, and ſecure us from 
albaccidents: / They dive with eaſe to the 
depth of forty, and ſometimes of fifty feet; 
and bring up quantities of excellent ſhells 
fiſh during the ſummer months; but ſo 2 
| great is their devotion, that every time they | 
4 go: down they make the ſign of the croſs, 
and mutter: an Ave Maria, without which 
they think they” ſhould certainly be drown- 
ed; and were not A little ſeandalized at us 
| for omitting this' cefemoiiy, To accuftom 
Ps to ſwimming” in all eircumſtances, my 
| NY's has Proview a ſuir of clothes, which 


we 
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we wear by: turns ; and from a very hort 
Practice, we have found it almoſt as com- 
modious 10 ſwim with as wichbut them; 
aw e have likewiſe learned to [ ſtrip; i i n the | 
Water, and find it add very 4 matter 2 
cuſtomed o this- kind of eee 
caſe of | ſhipwreck we ſhould ha ve greatly. 
— thei advantage! vver thoſe: who: had never 
d it; for it is by the embarraſſment 
Aa endeten and the agitation that 
people ate thrown into, from finding them- 
ſebres in a ſituation they had never en- 
Perienced before, that ſo Wanne are loſt 
in the erg 135 {81-99-01 1 i 
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After 3 have, an „ Easlih 
breakfaſt at his lordſhip's; and after break - 
faſt, a delightful little concert, which laſts 
For an hour and 5 half. Barbella, the 
| ſwecteſt fddle in Italy leads our, little 
band. . This party, I think, conſtitutes one 
principal part of the pleaſure we enjay at 

Naples. 


K 
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Naples. We have: likewiſe ſome very 
agreeable ſociety amongſt ourſelves, though 
we cannot boaſt much of that witk the 
inhabitants. There ate to de ſure many 
good people amougſt them; but in general; 
there is ſo very little analogy betwixt an 
Engliſh and a Neapolitan mind, that the 
| true ſocial harmony, that great ſweetener 

of human life, can ſeldom be produced. In 

lieu of this, (the exchange you will ſay is 
but a bad one) the country round Naples 
| abounds fo much in every thing that is 
curious, both in art and nature, and affords 
ſo ample a field of ſpeculation for the na- 
turaliſt and antiquary, that a perſon of any 
curiofity may ſpend ſome months here e 


| Rec as ks not without profit. 


- Befides the diſcoveries of 0 

: and Pompeia, which, of themſelves, af- 

ford a great fund of entertainment, the 

whole coaſt that ſurrounds this beautiful 

bays particularly that near Puzzoli, Cuma, 
Micenum, 
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Miicenum, and Balk is ooverec 0 With kü | 
merable monuments of Roman magnifi⸗ | 
eence. But, alas! how are the mighty 
fallen! This delightful. coaſt, once thd 
garden of all Italy, and inhabited only by 
the rich, the gay; and luxurious, is no.] ¾ꝰ 
abandoned to the pooreſt and moſt miſe- 
ruable of mortals. Perhaps, chere is no 
ſpot on the globe, that has undergone ſo 
. a change; or that ean exhibit ſo 
N g a picture of the vanity of human 
9 grendeve, Thoſe very walls that once 
lodged a Cæſar, a Lueullus, an Anthony, 
the richeſt and moſt voluptuous of man- 
kind; are now occupied by the very mean- 
eſt and moſt indigent wretches on earth, 
who are actually ſtarving for want in thoſe 
very apartments that were the ſcenes of the 
greateſt luxury. There we are told that 
fuppers were frequently given, that coſt 
fifty thouſand pounds; and ſome, that even 
«mounted 20 double that ſum. 3 
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The luxury indeed of: Baia was Io grealy | 
that 5 W ai pools apa Hurt * 


HG hn ee | 


effeminacy and epicuriſm, thoſe who-ſpent 


much of their time in this ſcene of de- 
lights; Clodius throws it in Cicero's teeth 


more than once: And that orator's having 


purchaſed a villa here, hurt him not a little 


in the opinion of the graver and more 


Aàuſtere part of the ſenate. The walls of 
theſe palaces ſtill remain, and the poor 


peaſants, in ſome places, have built up their 


miſerable huts within them ; but, at pre- 


ſent, there is not one gentleman or man of 


| faſhion reſiding in any part of this coun- 
| try; ; "the former ſtate of © which, 1 com- 


pared with the preſent, certainly makes the 
moſt ſtriking contraſt imaginable. Leſter- 
day we rode over the greateſt part of it a 


ſhooting potcupines, a new ſpecies of di- 


verſion, which I had never heard of before. 
We killed ſeveral of theſe animals on the 
Monte 
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1505 TY Oo Board the | Charming Molly, ofthe 
F "EY n of chen. 1 355 - 
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7 E have now , hn: our c 
with every auſpicious omen. This 
e. the melancholy ſirocc left us; 
and in place of it we have gotten a fine briſk 
tramontane (or North wind) which in a 
fe hours blew away all our vapours, and 
made us wonder how much the happineſs 
of mankind depends on a blaſt of wind. 
5 After eating a hearty dinner with many of 2 
our friends at Mr, Walter's, and drinking 
plentifully of his excellent burgundy, we 
took leave in the-higheſt ſpirits, Had the | 
| firocc blown as yeſterday, we ſhould: pro- 
| bably have been in tears; and not one of 
us would have ſuſpected that we were 
crying, only becauſe the wind was in the 
J 85 ſouth. 
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ſouth. We are not apt to ſuppoſe it 3 N but i 


probably a great part of our pleaſures and 

24 pains depend upon fuch trivial cauſes, 
though always aſcribed to fomething __ 
fe people being willing to own themſelves 
like a weathercock, affected by every blaſt, 
Indeed we ſhould have naturally imputed it 


to the grief of parting with that excellent 
family whom you know ſo well; which 


no perſon could ever leave without regret, 
or ſee without pleaſure; but the agreeable 
Proſpect of ſoon meeting again, (probably 

better qualified to amuſe and entertain, 
TJ them) abſorbed all melancholy thoughts ; : 
and even added to that alacrity, which 
the —— tour before us had al ready 


1 filled 6 Wett 60 after firing out 


farewel ſignals to our friends on ſhore, 
(whom we diſcovered with our glaſſes at 


| ſome miles diſtance) we ſoon found our- 


ves? in the middle of the bay of Naples, 
— 
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ſurrounded by the. moſt beautiful ſcenery 
in the Wor d. It fell calm for an hour, on 
purpoſe od give us time to ri 4 


; "The tay! is — a circular feure ; in molt 
places, upwards of 20 miles in diameter; 
ſo that including all its breaks and inequa- 
lities, the circumference is conſiderably 
more than 60 miles. The whole of this 

ſpace is ſo wonderfully diverſified, by all 
the riches both of art and nature, that 
there is ſcarce an object wanting to render 
the ſcene complete; and i it is hard to ſay, 
whether the view is more pleaſing from 

| the ſingularity of many of theſe objects, 
or from the incredible variety of the hole. 

You ſee an amazing mixture of the antient 
and modern; ſome riſing to fame, and 
ſome ſinking to ruin. Palaces reared over 
the tops of other palaces, and ancient mag- 
nificence trampled under foot — by modern 
folly. Mountains and iſlands, that were 

Eos 1 celebrated 
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celebrated' for their fertility, changed into | 
- barren waſtes; and barren waſtes into fer- 
tile fields and rich vineyards. | Mountains 
| ſunk into plains, and plains ſwelled into 
mountains. Lakes drunk up by volcanos, 
and extinguiſhed volcanos turned into lakes. = 
The earth ſtill ſmoaking 1 in many places; | 
and in others throwing out flame. —In 
| ſhort, Nature ſeems to have formed this 
: coaſt i in her moſt capricious mood ; for 
every object is a luſus naturæ. She never 


ſeems to have gone ſeriouſly to work ; but 


to have devoted this ſpot to the moſt wal . 


mited indu] gence of 2 2 and frolick. 


The bay is mut out from the Mediter- 

ranean by the iſland of Capre, ſo famous 
for the abode of Auguſtus; and afterwards 
ſo infamous for that of Tiberius. A little 
to the weſt lie thoſe of Iſchia, Procida, 
and Niſida; the celebrated promontory of 
Micænum, where Eneas landed; the claf- 
fie fields af Baia, Cuma, and Puzzoli; 
with 
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Vith all the variety of ſcenery that formed | 
both. the Tartarus and Elyſium of the 


N ancients; the Campi Phlegrei, or burning 
plains where Jupiter overcame the giants; 
| the Monte Novo, formed of late years by 

| fire; the Monte Barbaro; ; the pictureſque 


city of Puzzoli, with the Solfaterra ſmoak- 
b ing above it; the beautiful promontory of 


| Pauſillippe, exhibiting the fineſt ſcenery 
that can be imagined ; the great and opu- 
: lent city of Naples, with its three caſtles, 
its harbour full of ſhips from every nation, 
Its palaces, churches, and convents innu- 


merable. The rich country from thence 
do Portici, covered with noble houſes and 


gardens, and appearing only a continuation 
of the city. The palace of the king, with 
many others furrounding it, all built over 
the roofs of thoſe of Herculaneum, buried 
near a hundred feet, by the eruptions of 
Veſuvius. The black fields of lava that 
have run from that mountain, intermixed 
with gärdens, vineyards, and orchards. 


Cz | | Veſu- 


x Tour THROUGH 5 
 Veſorius ieſelf, in the back ground of che | 


ſoak and forming : a To track 4 in | the 
air 1 our 1 eee, vithout 5 


„ 


verge of the barten, 1 A variety o Page: 
tiful towns and villages, round the baſe of 4 

the mountain, thoughtleſs of the impend- 

ing ruin that daily threatens them. Some 

of theſe are reared over the very roofs of 

| Pompeia and Stabia, where Pliny periſhed ; 'Y 
Fg and with their foundations have pierced | 
through the ſacred abodes of the ancient 
Romans; ; thouſands of whom lie buried 
here, the victims of this inexorable moun- 
tain. Next follows the extenſive and 
4: romantic coaft of Caſtello Mare, Sorren- 
tum, and Mola; diverſified with every 
pictureſque object i in nature. It was the 
ſtudy. of this wild and beautiful country 
cha formed our greateſt landſcape-painters. 
\ This was the ſchool of Pouſſin ang Salvator 
Roſ. / but more particularly of the laſt, 
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who compoſed many of his moſt celebrated 
pieces from the bold craggy rocks that 
ſurround this coaſt; and no doubt it was 

from the daily contemplation of theſe ro- 
mantic objects, that they ſtored their minds 
with that variety of ideas they have com- 
municated to the world with ſuch _—_—_ 
in their works, 210. 603% 


"New mond I tell you that this exten- 
ſive coaſt, this prodigious variety of moun- 
tains, valleys, promontories and iſlands, 
covered with an everlaſting verdure, and 
loaded with the richeſt fruits, is all the 
produce of ſubterraneous fire; it would 
require, I am afraid, too great a ſtretch of 
faith to believe me; yet the fact is certain, 
and can only be doubted by thoſe who have 
wanted time or curioſity to examine it. 
It is ſtrange, you will ſay, that nature 
ſhould make uſe of the ſame agent to 
create as to deſtroy ; and that what has 
5 «ky been-looked upon as the conſumer of 

z C 4 coun- 
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Countries, is in fact the very power that 
produces them. Indeed, this part of our 
— ſeems already to have undergone the 
ſentence pronounced upon the whole of it: 


But, like the phoenix, has riſen again 
from its own: 
and ſplendour than before it was conſumed. 


aſhes, in much greater beauty 


The traces of theſe dreadful conflagrations 


are ſtill conſpicuous in every corner; they 


have been violent in | their opera ions, but ; 


in the end have proved ſalutary in their 


effects. The fire in many places is not 
yet extinguiſhed, but Veſuvius is now the 


oy cn where it _ Yoo y "_ 


Mr. 9 our ien les, who 5 
is no leſs diſtinguiſhed in the learned, than 
in the polite world, has lately examinee 
it with a truly philoſophic eye, and this is 
the reſult of all his obſervationg: however, 


at preſent, I only. fit down to give you an 


7 
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country; and not to write its natural hiſtory ; 


which would lead me into too vaſt a geld: : 


I hall reſerve that curious ſubject till our 
return, when 1 ſhall have more pe to 
make you acquainted with it.—I beg there- 
fore you would at leaſt ſuſpend your * 


ment for the preſent, and do not condemin 
me before Iam heard. za Bf nigigte 

Aster * this 3 pro- 
Ipedt, till fun-ſet, the wind ſprung up again, 


and we have now almoſt reached Caprè, 


30 miles diſtant from Naples. "We have 


juſt ſpoken with an Engliſh ſhip. They tell 


us, that the Marquis of Carmarthen, Lord 


Fortroſe, and Mr. Hamilton obſerving the 
calm, took a boat to make us a viſit ; but | 


unfortunately miſtaking their veſfel for 
ours, we have had the mortification | to 
miſs them. | | 


= 
£3 


The night is very dark; and mount 
Veſuvius is flaming at a dreadful rate: We 
| can 


F 
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can bn the red-hot RY OR & 
vaſt height in the air ; and, after their fall 
rolling down: the ſide af the mountain. 
JUL u is going ſo ſmooth, that we are 
ſoarce; ſenſible of che motion; and if this 
N ) th * , dn ene 1 we 


ee us a a bappy voyage. 


Abh. All wron ag-—Sick & to > demb—Exe 
ecrable firoce wind, and directly contrary 
| —Vile. heaving waves—A Plague of all ſea | 
voyages.— That au thar was ſurely right, ” 
who ſaid, that land voyages * were much 
to be pretend: as 57 | 
whe 7th i in the morning. 1 theſe. 24 
hou rs paſt. we have been groaning to one 
another from our beds; execrating . the 


waves, and wiſhing that we had rather 
* at the merey of all the h of 


v 
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5 be. We are now begining 0 


change our tune. The ſirocc is Sone, and 


y the wind i is conſiderably fallen ; | However, 
we are fill three woeful figures,” Our ſer- 

vants too are as ſick and as helpleſs a as We. 
The captain ſays, that Philip p⸗ our Sicilian 
man, Was frightened out of his wits ; 1 and 


has been praying to St. Januarius with all 
his might. He now thinks he has heard 


him, and imputes the change of the wea- 


: ther entirely to his intereſt with his ſaint. 


— 


5 5 15h. Three cle K. Weather Plefine 
and favourable.—A fine breeze ſince ten; 4 
—have Juſt come in fight of Strombolo.— 

Our pilot ſays it is near 20 leagues olf. 


We have likewiſe y view of the mountains | 
of Calabria, but at a very great diſtance. 


8 ww, J and ſea-ſickneſs almoſt i gone. 


Fills and we are all well. After ſpying 
a 1 Aa by degrees we came in * of 


the 
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A n THROUGH, 
þ reſt of . e / . part of 


Een = 3 of chem fill emit” 
imoak,. particularly Volcano and — 
lo; ; but none of them, for ſome : ages paſt, 
| except, Strombolo, have made any erup- 
tions of fire. | 'We are Juſt now lying with- 
in about three miles of that curious iſland, 
and can ee its operations diſtindly. It 
appears to be a volcano of a very different | 
nature from Vefuvius, the exploſi ions * 
which ſucceed one another with ſome de- 
gree of regula ty, and h have no great va- 
riety of duration. No. 1 have been ob- 
ſerving Strombolo, ever fi nce it fell dark, 
with a good deal of pleaſure, but not with- 
out ſome degree of perplexity,, as l cannot 


account for i its variety. Sometimes its ex- *" 


ploſions reſemble thoſe of Veſt uvius, 5 and 
the light ſeems _ to. be occaſioned 5 


uiſl bed, til another 
exploſion 
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exploſion cauſes a freſh illumination: This | 
I have obſerved always to be the'caſe with 
Veſuvius; except when the lava has riſen 
to the ſummit of the mountain, and con- 
tinued without variety to illuminate the 
air around it. The light from Strombolo 
evidently depends on ſome other cauſe; 
Sometimes a clear red flame iſſues from the 
crater of the mountain, and continues to 
blaze without interruption, for near the 
ſpace of half an hour. The fire is of a 
different colour from the exploſions of 
ſtones, and is evidently produced from a 


different cauſe. It would ſeem as if ſome 


inflammable ſubſtance were ſuddenly kin- 
dlled up in the bowels of the mountain. It 
is attended with no noiſe, nor exploſion 
that we are ſenſible of. It has now fallen 
calm, and we ſhall probably have an op- 
portunity of examining this volcano more 
minutely to- morrow. We were told at 
Naples that it had lately made a violent 
eruption, and had begun to form a new 
8 illand 


unfortunately at preſent it intercepts the 
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inland at ſome little diſtance from the old! 


Which piece of intelligence was one of our 
great inducements to this expedition. We 
think we have diſcovered this iſland, as we 


5 obſerved ſeveral times the appearance 
fla me ariſing out of the. fea, 
Shades Bs the ſouth-weſt of Strombolo z 


5 5 ſuppoſe it muſt have iſſued from this 
new land; but it is poſſible this light may | 


come from the lower part of the iſland of 
Kcrombolo itſelf. We erg ſee maro, 


fie We x are Ai off "un RI 


view of that ſpot from whence we ob- 


ſerved: the flame to ariſe, and we can ſee 


no appearance of any new iſland, nor in- 


deed of any lava that has of late ſprung 
from the old one. We have a diſtin& 
view of the crater of Strombolo, which 
ſeems to be different from Veſuvius, and 
all the old volcanos that ſurround Naples. 
* theſe the craters are without EXCEP= 
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tion in the center, and form the higheſt | 
part of the mountain. That of Stror 
is on its ſide, and not within 200, yards of | 
its ſummit. - From the crater to the ſea, 
che iſland is entirely compoſed of the ſame | 
ſort of aſhes and burnt matter as the ca- 
pical part of Veſuvius; and the quantity 
of this matter is perpetually inereaſing, 
from the uninterrupted diſcharge from. 
the mountain; for of all the volcanos we | 
| read of, Strombolo ſeems to be the only 
one that burns without ceaſing. Etna 
and Veſuvius often lie quiet for many 
months, even years, without the leaſt ap- 

pearance of fire, but Strombolo is ever at 
work, and for ages. paſt has been looked 
upon as the great Aden, of theſe 
; ſeas, | 


It is truly wonderful, how ſuch a con - 
ſtant and immenſe fire is maintained for 

thouſands of years, in the midſt of the 
| mas That of the other Lipari iſlands 
ſeems 


del eich acts a6 one great vent to 
them all. We ſtill obferve Volcano and 


| 'Volcanello throwing out volumes of ſoak; 
but during the whole night we could not 


* the leaft qc on of fire from x clthier 
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it is cle, un eee as well 
as all the reſt of theſe iſlands, is originally 
the work of ſubterraneous fire. The mat- 


ter of which they are compoſed, in a man- 
ner demonſtrates this; and many of the 
Sicilian authors confirm it. There are now 


eleven of them in all ; and none of the an- 


tients mention more than ſeven. Fazzello, 
one of the beſt Sicilian authors, gives an 


account of the production of Volcano, now 
one * Wer dhe n oonfiderable of 8 


ume en ade and is recorded by 
Euſebius, Pliny, and others. He adds, that 


2 even 


95 


— 
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even in his time, in the beginning of the 


i6th century, it ſtill diſcharged quantities : , 


of fire and of pumice | ſtones z but that 
in the preteding century, in the year 1444s 

on the gth of February, there had been 

a very great eruption of this iſland; which 
ſhook all Sicily, and alarmed. the coaſt of 
Italy as far as Naples. He ſays the ſea 
boiled all around the iſland, and rocks of a 
vaſt ſize were diſcharged. from the erater; 
that fire and ſmoke in many places pierced 

through the waves, and that the navi- 

gation amongſt theſe iſlands was - totally | 
changed-;''rocks appearing where it was 
formerly deep water; and many of the 
ſtraits and ſhallows were entirely filled up. 
He obſerves, that Afiſtotle, in his book 
on meteors; takes notice of a very early 
eruption of this iſland, by which not only 
the coaſt o f Sioily, but likewiſe many eities 
in Italy were covered with aſhes: It has 
probably been that very eruption Which 
formed the iſland, He deſcribes Strombolo 
bi © 8 to 
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to have been, in his time; pretty 0a . 
mate as at this day; only chat it then pro- 
duced great quantity of cotton, which is 
not [now the caſe. The greateſt part of 
it appears to be barem. On the north 5 
fide there are a fe vineyards; but they 
jo very meagre : "Oppoſite to theſe 
a Tock at ſome diſtance from land; it 


Sens ide d Ts and is nor es 


than 50 or or 66 ret abore the water. 


1 47 "x 13 


The whale; iland of e is 
ee that riſes ſuddenly, rom the 6 ea; 


0 win al Forms: foppoſed 20MMO11 _ 
to all volcanos.. We were determined to 

have landed on the iſland, and to have ats 
teinpted to examine the volcano 3 but our 
Sicilian pilot aſſures us, that the erater is 
not only inacceſſible (which indeed I own 
it appears to be) but that we ſhall likewiſe 
be öͤbliged to perform a quarantine of 48 
hours at Melina ; 7 and chat beſides, we 
9 mould 


mere 


+ GE 
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| ſhould" run a great riſk of being attacked - 
by the natives, who are little better than 


ſavages, and always on the alarm /againſt 1 
the Turks. —On weighing theſe reaſons, 
and putting the queſtion, it was "carried, 


ines queen on our hp 


1 on i is n aueh regret unt 1 


1 W this curious iſland, without being 


better acquainted with it. I have been 
looking with a good glaſs all round, but 
can ſee no marks of the eruption we heard 
ſo much of at Naples; indeed, the ſouth- 
weſt part, where we ſaw the appearance of 
fire, is ſtill hid from us by the interpoſi- 
tion of the iſland; and if there has been 
an eruption, it was certainly on that ſide: 
It is probable we ſhall never be able to 
learn whether there has been one or not; 
or, at leaſt, to make ourſelves maſters of 
any of the particulars relating to it; for 
events of that kind do not make ſuch a 
D 2 anoiſe 
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medi in this ignorant and. iadeleat coun- 
try, as the blowing of an aloe, or a goofe- 
berry buſh at hriſtmas, does in Haglan. 

Strombolo riſes to à great height; our 
pilot ſays, higher than Veſuvius; but I 
think he is miſtaken. Both the captain 


and he agree, that in clear weather it is 
diſcoverable at the diſtance of 2 5 leagues; 


and that at night its flames are to be ſeen 
ſtill much farther; ſo that its viſible hori- 


20n cannot be leſs than 500 miles, which 


will: pe: a very nnn ene. | 


The 1 revenue theſe ande nt to . 
F of Naples is by no means inconſi- 
derable. They produce great quantities 
of alum, fulphur, nitre, cinnabar, | and 
moſt ſorts of fruits, particularly raiſins, 
curtants, and figs in great perfection; ſome 
of their wines are likewiſe much eftcemed 3 
particularly the Malvaſia well üben all 
over Europe. | ES 


The 
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the ifland of Lipari (from which all 
| the reſt take the name) is by much the 
| largeſt, as well as the moſt fertile. By 
the deſcription of Ariſtotle, it appears that 
it was in his time, what Strombolo is 
in ours, conſidered by failors as a light- | 
houſe, as its fires were never extinguiſhed. 
It has not ſuffered from ſubterraneous WE 
fires for many ages paſt, though it every - | 
where bears the marks of its former 
ſtate. This is the iſland ſuppoſed by Vir- 
gil (who is one of our travelling compa- | | 
nions) to be the habitation of Xolus; but | 
indeed all of them were formerly called 
| Folian. As they were full of vaſt ca- 
verns, roaring with internal fires, the poets 
feigned that Æolus kept the winds pri- 
ſoners here, and let them out at his plea- 
ſure. This allegorical fiction is of great | 
uſe both to Virgil and Homer, when they 
want to make a ſtorm, and forms no in- 
conſiderable part of their machinery. A 
goddeſs has nothing to do but take a 
D 3 * © 2 
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flight to the Ly ari iſlands, and olus, 
who was the very pink of courteſy, has 
ia a _— en at t her command. 
A nt ee 60 i 
his uſual: dignity, ſuppoſes that Zolus 
kept the winds here, each tied up in their 
reſpective bags; and when any particular 
wind was demanded, he made them a | 
preſent of a bag full of it, to uſe at diſ. 
cretion. Some of the antient hi ſtoriang 
_ (Diodorus 1 think) ſays that this fable took 
its riſe from a wiſe king named #olus; 
who, from obſerving the ſmoke of theſe 
burning iſlands, and other phænomeng 
attending them, had learned to foretel the 
weather; and from thence was ſaid ta 
have the command of the Wk. 8 
The Sa of Win 0 the — * aps 
poſed by the poets to be placed in Hiera, 
one of theſe iſlands. - Virgil ſends him 
Her ere, by * the celeſtial armour for 
Eneas, 
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ZEneas, and gives a noble. deſcription of 
this gloomy habitation * „ Where he found 
the Cyclops buſy forging a thunderbolt for ä 
Jupiter; che account of which is very ſin- 
gular F. This iſland is now called Vol- 

cano, the ſame that is recorded to have 
i been produced by fire in the time of the 
Republic. So that Virgil commits here a 
very great anachroniſm, in ſending Vul- 
can to a place which at that time did not 
exiſt, nor for many ages after. But this 


bold poetical licence he amply repays us 


All black -vith ſmoke, a rocky iſland ſtood, 

The Cark Yulcanian land, the region of the god. 
Here the grim Cyclops ply, i in vaults profound, 

The huge Zolian forge, that thunders round, 
Th' eternal anvils ring the dungeon o'er ; | 
From ſide to ſide the fiery caverns roar, &c. 


* Amid the Heſperian and Sicilian flood ; 


+ Beneath their hands, tremendous to ſurvey ! | 
_ Half rough, half form'd, the dreadful engine lay. | 
Three points of rain; three forks of hail conſpire ; 
| Three arm'dwith wind, and three were barb'd with fire, 
The maſs they temper'd thick with livid rays, | 


Fear, wrath, and * and the n 8 "er 
TP 1 


Theſe iſlands, He 2 were called Votes 
nian as well as Kolan: eee 50: 


1 « Volegi _ et Volcania nomine ne cla 


So that the change of the name from 
Hiera to Volcano was a very natural one. 
This is the ifland that Pliny calls Teraſia ; 
and both Strabo and he 1 an account * 
its g is J 2 l 


 x9th. Found a within Half a 
mile of the coaſt of Sicily, which is low, 
but finely variegated. The oppoſite coaſt 
of Calabria is yery high, and the moun- 

tains are covered with the fineſt yerdure, - 

It was almoſt a dead calm, our ſhip ſcarce 

moving half a mile in an hour, ſo that we 

had time to get a complete view of the 
famous rock of Scylla, on the Calabrian 
ſide, Cape Pylorus on the Sieilian, and 
the celebrated Straits of the Faro that runs 
between them. Whilſt we were till ſome 
8 miles 
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miles diſtant from the entry of the Straits, 
we heard the roaring of the current, like 


the noiſe of ſome large impetuous river 
' confined between narrow banks. This in- 
creaſed in proportion as we advanced, till 


we ſaw the water in many places raiſed to 


a conſiderable height, and forming large 


| eddies or whirlpools. The ſea in every 


other place was as ſmooth as glaſs. Our 
old pilot told us, that he had often ſeen 


ſhips caught in theſe eddies, and whirled 


about with great rapidity, without obeying 
the helm in the ſmalleſt degree. When 
the weather is calm, there is little danger; 
but when the waves meet with this violent 
current, it makes a dreadful ſea. He ſays, 
there were five ſhips wrecked in. this ſpot 
laſt winter. We obſerved that the current 
ſet exactly for the rock of Scylla, and 
would infallibly have carried any thing 


thrown into it againſt that point; ſo that 


it was not without reaſon the ancients have 
Painted it as an object of ſuch terror. It 
"IP 1s 
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5 is about a mile from the en 


a little out to bea, and meets the whole, 
force af the waters, as they come out of 
the narroweſt part of the Straits. The 
head of this promontory is the famous 
Scylla. It muſt be owned that it does 
not altagether come up to the formi- 
dable defeription that Homer gives of it; 
the reading of which (like that of Shakeſ- 
pear's Cliff) almoſt makes one's head 
giddy, Neither is the paſſage ſo wondrous 


narrow and difficult as he makes it. In- 
deed it is probable that the breadth of it is 
greatly increaſed fince his time, by the 
violent impetyoſity. of the current. And 
this violence too muſt have always dimi- ; 
niſhed, in proportion as the breadth of 
the channel increaſed; 


* 


, pt pilot ſays, there are many ſmall 
rocks that ſhew their heads near the baſe 
of the * one. Theſe are probably the 
dogs 
3 
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dogs that are deſcribed as howling round J 
dhe monſter Scylla, There are likewiſa 
many caverns that add greatly to the noiſe 
of the water, and tend ſtill to increaſe the 
horror of the ſcene. The rock is near 200 
feet high. There is a kind of caſtle or 
fort built on its ſummit; and the town of 
Scylla, N or Sciglio, containing three or four 
hundred inhabitants, ſtands on its ſouth 
| ſide," and gives . title of prince 0 2 
Calabreſe family. E. 


As the current v was as directly againſt us, 
we were obliged to lie to, for ſome hours, 
till it turned. The motion of the water 
ceaſed for ſome time, but in a few minutes | 
it began in the oppoſite direction, though | 
not with ſuch violence. We lay Juſt op- 
poſite to Cape Pylorus ; ; (where the light- 
| houſe is now built.) It is ſaid to have been 
thus named by Hannibal, in recompence 
to Pelor us, his pilot, for having put him to 
death on this ſpot, MW a falſe ſuſpicion of 


his 
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his ns betray. him: For IR 
himſelf land-locked on all ſides, he thought 
there was no eſcaping. and that a 
had been bribed to deliver him up; but as 
ſoon as he diſcovered the Straits, he re- 
pented of his raſhneſs, and ſome years 
afterwards erected a ſtatue here, in atone- 
ment to the manes of Pelorus. Pom- 
ponius Mela tells this ſtory; from whence 
| he draws two very wiſe inferences : That 
Hannibal muſt have been extremely pa- 
ſionate; and that he knew nothing at all 
of geography. Others' deny this autho- 
rity, and ſay it was named Pelorus from 
_ Ulyſles's pilot, who was drowned near to 
this place; but there can be no ſort of 
foundation for this conjecture ; for Ulyſſes? 
| whole crew were drowned at the ſame 
time, and he himſelf was driven through 
theſe Straits, mounted on the broken maſt 
of his ſhip. It is like moſt diſputes amongſt 
antiquaries, a matter of mighty little con- 
ſequence;- and I leave you at full liberty 
| | to 
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| 20 chuſe which of. the two accounts: yes 
3 e 

| Jann __ we 8 an es * 
obſerving a pretty large portion of Calabria, 

| which n conſtituted a conſiderable 


upon as one -of the, — Fertile in x the, em- 


pire. Theſe beautiful bills and mountains 


are covered with trees and bruſh-wood to 
the v very ſummit; 3 and appear pretty much 
in the ame Rate 46 ſome of the wilds of 
America that are juſt beginning. to be cul- 
tivated. Some little ſpots where the woods 
are cleared away, Juſt ſerve to ſhew the 
natural fertility of the foil; and what this 
country might ſoon be brought to, were 
induſtry and population encouraged ; but 
it ſtill remains a good deal in the fame 
| ſituation” as when the barbarous nations 
left it; 3 and I believe it is hard to ſay, whe- 
ther | their er or that of Spain has 

| been 


46 
been the moſt oppreſſive· After the inves 
ſion of thoſe nations, and during the time 


4 1 ok IR obe 


of the dark and barbarous ages, this coun- 


Fa try (like many others) from the higheſt 
ſtate of culture and civilization, became a 
Wild and darren wilderneſs, overgrown 


with thickets and foreſts; and indeed; ſince 


die revival of arts and 4gilculture, 1 perhaps 


of all Kurope this it Is the country that has 


| profited the leaſt; retaining ſtill, both in the 


wildneſs of its fields and ferocity of its in- 


| habitants, more of th c e Gofhie barbarity 


310 11 


than is to be met wich any where elſe. 
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Some of theſe foreſts are IT of a a "vaſt extent, 
and abſolutely imperietrable ; and no doubt 
conceal i in their thickets 1 many valuable mo- 


I 43 


numents of its ancient magnificence. : Of 


this indeed we have a very recent proof 3 in 
the diſcovery. of Peſtum, a Grecian city 


Wa, 


till of late, ſome of i its 1 35 temples were 


ſeen, peeping over the tops of the woods ; ; 


upbraiding mankind for their ſhameful ne- 
__ 


and the ho 
ful motive, ſoon opened a paſſage, and ex- 
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dect; and calling upon them to bring it 


once more to light. Accordingly curioſity, 
s Of gain, a ſtill more power 


poſed to view theſe valuable and reſpect- 


able relies. But here it t would be out of 


place to give you + ati account of them; 5 1 
ſhall reſerve that an 7 return. | es a 


4 


WY hw as our ſhip entered the 2 


wie were carried along with great velocity 


towards Mefnna, Which is twelve miles 


from the entry of the Straits. "How: 


* © 


| as the paſſage widens i in proportion-as you 


advance, the current of conſequence- be- 
comes leſs rapid. At Meſſina it is four 


miles broad. At the mouth of che Straits, 


betwixt the promontories of Pelorus in Si- 
cily, and the Coda de Volpe (or the Fox's 
Tail) in Calabria, it appears ſcarcely to © 
a mile. Moſt of the ancient writers a 


of opinion that Sicily was formerly 3 
to che continent i in this ſpot, and that the 


ſeparation 
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Er convulſion of the rth. H 


is true, which indeed does not | 
probable. it muſt have happened. far. bes 
 yond the, reach of all- hiſtorians, as none 
of them, at leaſt that I haye ſeen, pretend 


any thing but 3 5 for the foundation | 


of their optaion, , Indeed Claudian (were 


4441 Jan. 


credit to be given to o poets) ſays. poſitively, 


by, Trinactia quo uondam Traliz pars uns fait 


enn 18913 kd 27 
And Virgitz9, in his third. Eacid, tells the 
21112 208 10 v1399 olg mc 5 
— 40 ruina, Neo 10 1051199 2! 8b 
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Pliny, 80 7 and many others, ; 


both hiſtorians, and philoſophers, are of th 
ſentiments. and pretend that the ſtrata 
f:the Straits perfectly 


„ - 


in the oppoſite. ſides o 
correſpond : . Like the white: rocks near 
Dover and Boulogne, which have given riſe 
to an zenten of the ſame kind. However, 

the 


n muſt have been made by foms 


r 5 = 
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the ſimilarity in that caſe, is much more 


ſtriking to the eye at leaſt than in tus. 


Thee approach to Meſſina is the fineſt that 
can be imagined ; it is not fo grand as that 


of Naples, but it is much more beautiful, 


and the key exceeds any thing J have ever 


yet ſeen, even in Holland. It i is built in 
the form of a creſcent, and is ſurrounded 
dy a range of magnificent buildings, four 
ſtories high, and exactly uniform, for the 
ſpace of an Italian mile. 


The fireet be- 
twixt theſe and the ſea is about an hundred 
feet wide, and forms one of the moſt de- 
Jightful walks in the world. It enjoys the 
freeſt air; and commands the moſt beauti- 


ful proſpect: It is only expoſed to the 
morning ſun, being ſhaded all the reſt of 


the day by theſe buildings. Tr is beſides 
conſtantly refreſhed by the cooling breeze 
from the Straits; for the current of the 


water produces likewiſe a current in the air, 


Vor. I. * that 
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that renders this one of the cooleſt habita tan 
tions in en, 

We caſt anchor about four this afternoon, 
' near the center of this enchanted ſemi- 
circle, the beauty of which greatly delight- 
| ed us; but our pleaſure was ſoon interrupted 
by 3 diſcoyery that the name of one of our 
ſervants had been omitted in our bills of 
health; and an aſſurance from the captain, 
that if he was diſcovered we ſhould certainly 
be obliged to perform a long quarantine, | 
Whilſt we were deliberating upon this 
weighty matter, we obſerved a boat with 
the people of the health-office approach- | 
ing us. We had juſt time to get him 
wrapped up in a hammock, and ſhut down 
below the hatches ; with orders not to ſtir 
in caſe of a ſearch, and not to appear again 
: above deck till he ſhould be called. The 
poor fellow was obliged to keep in his hole 
n i was york as our conſul and ſome 


peaple 
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people of the health-office ſtayed on board 
much longer 1 than we could have wiſhed, 
and we are ſtill obliged to conceal him; for 
if be be diſcovered, we ſhall probably get. 
into, a very bad une, They are parti» 
cularly ſtrict here in this reſpect: and in- 
deed they have great reaſon to be ſo; ſince 
this beautiful city was almoſt annihilated 
by the plague in the year 1743, when up- 
wards of 7o, ooo people are ſaid to have 
died in it and its diſtrict in the ſpace of a 
2 few months. 


We have now got on ſhore, and are lodg- 
ed in the moſt wretched of inns ; although 
ſaid to be a firſt-rate one for Sicily: but we 
are contented ; for ſurely after bad ſhip 
accommodation and ſea-fickneſs, any houſe 
will appear a palace, and any bit of dry 
land a paradiſe. 


I ſhall ſend this off by the poſt, which 
goes to-morrow for Naples, and ſhall con- 
E 2 tinus 
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tinus from day to day to give vou ſome. 
account of our tranſaQions; trifling a as they 
are, there will probably be ſomething r new; 
and it will add greatly to the pleaſure of 


our expedition, to think that it has con- 


| # ie > your entertainment. Adieu. 
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Pare Meſlna, . Map 203. 
1 ER * Medina 3 is formed by 
1 a ſmall promontory or neck of land 
that. runs off from the eaſt end of the city: 
and ſeparates that beautiful baſon from the 
reſt of the Stralts. The ſhape of this pro- 
montory is that of a. reaping hook, the 
curvature of which forms the harbour; and 
ſecures it from all winds. From the ſtrik= 
ing reſemblance of its form, the Greeks 
who never gave a name that did not either 
deſeribe the object or expreſs ſome of its 
moſt remarkable properties, called this 
place Zauele or the Sickle; and feigned 
that the fickle of Saturn fell on this ſpot, 
and gave it its form, But the Latins, who 
were not quite ſo fond of fable, changed 
its name to Meſſina (from melſi LW, a harveſt) 
91 3 becauſe 
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becauſe of the great fertility of its 
fields. It is certainly one of the ſafeſt 
harbours in the world after ſhips have 
got in; but it is likewiſe one of the 
moſt difficult acceſs. The celebrated gulph 
or whirlpool of Charybdis lies near to its. 
entry, and often occaſions ſuch an inteſtine - 
and irregular motion in the water, that 
the helm loſes moſt of its power, and ſhips 
| have great difficulty to get in, even with 
the faireſt wind that can blow. I is whirl 
pool, I think, is probably formed by the 
- - ſmall promontory Thave mentioned; which 
contracting the Straits in this ſpot, muſt 
neceſſarily increaſe the velocity of the cur- 
rent; but no doubt other cauſes, of which 
: we are ignorant, concur, for this will by no 
means account for all the appearances 
Which it has produced. The great noiſe 
occaſioned by the tumultuous motion of the 
waters in this place, made the antients 
| liken it to a voracious ſea - monſter perpe- 
| nally" l for its prey; ; and: it _ been 
| repre- 


* 
2 4 
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repreſented” by their authors, as the moſt 
_ tremendous paſſage in the world. Ariſtotle 
gives a long and a formidable deſcription 5 
of it in his 125th chapter De Admirandis, 
which T find tranſlated in an old Sicilian 
book I have got here. It begins, & Adeo 
4 profundum, horridumque ſpectaculum, 
4 &c.” hut it is too long to tranſcribe. It 
is likewiſe deſcribed by Homer *, 12th of 
the Oy ; Virgil 12 3 Eneid; Lucre- 
| | " "tus, 


» 


th 


Dire Seylla thefe a ſcene of horror forms, | 
And here Charybdis fills the deep with florms : 
When the tide ruſhes from her rumbling caves, 
The rough rock roars ; tumultuous boil the waves; 
They toſs, they foam, a wild confuſion raiſe, 
Like waters bubbling o'er the fiery blaze; 
Eternal miſts obſcure th' aereal plain, 
And high above the rock ſhe ſpouts the main. | 
When in her gulphs the ruſhing ſea ſubſides, 
She drains. the ocean with her refluent tides. 
The rock re-bellows with a thundering ſound ; 


Deep, wondrous ep, below appears the ground. | 
Porz. 


+ That * of old, a ruin huge was rent, 

In length of ages from the continent. 

With force convulſive burſt the iſle away 
. en the dread opening broke the chundering ſea. 
E * At 


* 
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tius, Ovid, Salluſt, Seneca, as alſo, by 
many of the old It; han and Sicilian poets, | 
who all ſpeak of it in terms of horror; 
nd repreſent. it as an object that inſpired = 
5 terror, even, when. looked on at a diſtance, 
It certainly is not now ſo formidable; and 
very probably, the violence of this motion, 
continued for ſo many ages, has by degrees 
| worn ſmooth the rugged rocks, and jutting 
= |  thelves, chat may have intercepted and 
"I 6 confined the waters. The breadth of the 
| Straits too, in this place, I make no doubt 
N is conſiderably enlarged. Indeed, from the : 
1 nature of things it muſt be fo; the perpe- 
tual friction occaſtoned by the current muſt 


a. 


———ů — — — —— es — 
: 


At once the thundering ſea Sicilia tore, 

And ſunder'd from the fair Heſperian ſhore z — - 
And ſtill the neighbouring coaſts and towns divides” 
With ſcanty channels and contracted tides. 

Fierce to the right tremendous Scyla roars, 
Charybdis on. the left the flood deyours: | 

Thrice ſwallow'd in her womb fubſides the ſea, : 

Deep, deep as hell; and thrice ſhe ſpouts away - 
From her black bellowing gulphs diſgorg'd on high 
Waves after waves, that daſh againſt the fey. PiTY, 


wear 
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wear away- the bank on MY fide, and en- 


hone AE water, 
1 


The ie in this, Wig were obliged 
to go as near as poſſible to the coaſt of Ca- 
labria, in order to avoid the ſuction oo 


ſioned by the whirling of the waters in 


this vortex; by which means when they 
came to the narroweſt and moſt rapid part 
of the Straits, | betwixt Cape Pelorus and 
| Scylla, they were in great danger of being 


carried upon that rock. From whence the 


proverb, ſtill applied to thoſe, who in at- 
_ tempting to avoid one evil fall into another, 


« Incidit in Scyllam, cupiens e evitare Caribdem. 


"haut is a fine fountain of white marble 


on the key, repreſenting Neptune holding - 


Scylla and Charybdis chained, under the 


emblematical figures of two ſea-monfters, 


as repreſented by the Poets. 


The little neck of land, forming the 5 


harbour of Meſſina, is ſtrongly fortified. 


The 


. * * 
i Y 
. 
rr - 


———— 
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| The citadel, ; which is indeed a very fins | 


Work, is built on that part which connects 
it with the main Rand. The farthermoſt f 


| point, which runs out to ſea, is defended 
by four ann. forts, which command the 
the lazaret, and à light-houſe to warn 
| ſailors of their approach to Charybdis, as 
| that other on Cape Pelorus is intended to 


give them: notice of * 


| 3 18 . Cont 8 . 
] (by the Greeks called Pharoi) that the 

whole of this celebrated Strait has been 
denominated the Faro 5 Meſſina. ” 


There are a „ of callies and gal- 
lots in this beautiful harbour, which ſtill 
add greatly to its beauty. Three of theſe 
ſailed this morning, in order to cruize 
round the iſland, and to protect it from the 
ſudden invaſions of the Barbarians, Who 


are often very troubleſome on the ſouth- 
coaſt. 
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coaſt, | Theſe veſſels made a very pictu- 


reſque appearance as they went out of the 


harbour; their oars moving all together, 


with the greateſt regularity. I think, there 


are nine or ten men to each oar; and in- 
deed. it appears to be the hardeſt work you 


imagine. They all riſe, every ſtroke 
Dy of the oar, and when they pull, they. al- 
moſt throw themſelves on their backs, and 


ſeem to exert their utmoſt force. Theſe 


wretches are chained to their oars, and 


ſleep every night on the bare benches, with- 


out any thing to throw over them. Yet, 
what is ſtrange, - notwithſtanding all the 


miſery they ſuffer, I am told there was 
never known an inſtance of any of them 
putting themſelves-to death. They often, 
indeed, confer that favour upon one an- 
other, but it is only in their quarrels, and 
by no means out of kindneſs. In a com- 
pany of Engliſh i in the ſame circumſtances, 
promotion would - probably. go on much 
faſter, as there would be no want of * 
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cancies, provided _— weer and ns 

were to Ie" jp 5 % ee 
Wwe iten beck this morning to have 12 | 

our reſpects to the prince of Villa Franca, 

the governor, and to have delivered our 

n is gone to his country 

_ houſe, and as there' are no carriages to be 
had, we are obliged to wait his arrival in 
town, which will JOY ao to-morrow. 
or nent __ have 


We are am wnder ess dell of 1 unea⸗ 
baader err ſervant, and are obliged to 
conceal him carefully from the people of 
the health · office, who ſeem to haunt us, 
as we have met chem this morning in all 
our walks. Were he to be diſcovered, per= 
haps ſome of us might have the pleaſure 
of making a little voyage, on board one of 
thoſe-gallics, for ous: amuſement. Indeed 
the captain of the ſhip, poor fellow, would 
tun een * who is obliged to 


anſwer 
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anſwer for every perſon on board. We 
ſhall leave this place as ſoon as Poſſible 
for I do not believe chere is much more bs 
5 be ſeen. A it. 


| goth. at 8 After A our Sin 
conſul (a Sicilian) carried us to ſeveral con- 
| vents, where we were received by the nuns; 
with great politeneſs and affability. We 
Z converſed with them for ſome hours through, 
the grate, and found ſome of them by no 
means deficient, either in point of know 
ledge or ſprightlineſs; but none of them 
had ſincerity enough (which we, met with 
in Portugal more than once) io acknowledge 
the unhappineſs of their ſituation. All pre- 
tended to be happy and contented, and 
declared they would not change their Leila 
for the moſt brilliant ſituation in life. 
However, ſome of them had a ſoft melan- 
choly in their countenances, that gave the 
lie to their words; and I am perſuaded, in 
a tete a- te, and on a more intimate ac- 
i. pb! quaintance, 2 


—̃ ——— — — 
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ntance, they would 1 4 3 


told a very 


| different ſtory. Several of them are ex 
tremely handſome; but, indeed, I think 


they always appear ſo; and am very certain, 
from frequent experience, that there is no 


i artificial ornament, or ſtudied embellih- 


ment whatever, that can produce half ſo 


ſtrong an effect, as the modeſt and fimple 


attire of a pretty youn g nun, placed be- 4 
Hind a double! iron grate. To ſee an ami- 


able, unaffected, and unadorned perſon, 
that might have been an honour and an or- 


nament to ſociety, make ; a voluntary reſig — | 
nation of her charms, and give up the 5 
world and all i its pleaſures, . for a life of 
faſting and mortification, it cannot fail o 
moye our pity; 4 


Ky „ And pity, melts the EY to is 8 * 


There i is another conſideration which tendy | 2 
much to increaſe theſe feelings; ; that is, 
our total incapacity ever to alter her ſitua- 


tion.—The pleaſure of * an object 5 
3 * 
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in diſtreſs, - is the only refuge we have 


againſt the pain which the ſeeing of that 
object occaſions; - but here, this is utterly 
denied us, and we feel with ſorrow, that | 


pity is all we can beſtow. . 


From et poke? the like refleQions, 2 
man generally feels himſelf i in bad ſpirits 
after converſing with amiable nuns. In- 
deed, it is hardly poſſible, without a heavy 


heart, to leave the grate; that inexorable 


and impenetrable barrier.— At laſt we took 


our leave, expreſſing our happineſs, in 


being admitted ſo near them; but at the 
ſame time deploring our miſery, in ſeeing 
them for ever removed at ſo unmeaſurable 


2 diſtance from Us. They were much 


pleaſed with our viſit, and begged we 
would repeat it every day during our ſtay 
at Meſſina; 1 but yp might prove dan- 
gerous. 


On leaving the convent, we obſeryed a 
. ee of people on the top of a 
high 


pp — 
— rt ne 


„ 
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The conful told us; it was the celebration of 


ber of miracles every day, to all thoſe who 
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bigh Hill, at ſome diſtance from de city. 


a great feſtival in honour of St. Francis, and 
was worth dur going to fee. Aceordingly, 
we arri ed juſt as the ſaint made his ap- 


| pearance. , He was carried through . the 
crowd with vaſt ceremony, and received 


the homage of the people with a "OY 


dignity; 3 after which he was again lodged | 


in 25 chapel, where he performs a num 


| 


have abundance of 1 money and abundance. 


& faith. His miniſters, bowever, are 


only 2 a ſet of poor greafy capuchins; ; Wh 
indeed do not ſeem to have enriched them- 


felves in his ſervice. © In general, he is but 


a ſhabby maſter, if one may Judge by the 
tattered clothes of his ſervants ; and St. 
Benedict, who does not pretend to half his 
ſanckity, beats him all to nothing. The 
people continued to dance, in ſoft Sicilian 
meaſures, till after ſun· ſet, when they re- 
tired. Many of the country girls are 
er 
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' ektremelychandſome, and dance with a good 


grace. The young fellows were all in 


their Sunday s clothes, and made a ge 


appearance. The aſſembly room was Fu ? 


fine green plain on the top of the hill. It 


aan 


of ſome of Theocritus's deſcriptions, of the 
Sicilian pleaſures. But 'Theocritus, if he 


could have raiſed up his head, would pro- 


bably have been a good deal puzzled what 
| to make of the ſhabby figure of St. Francis, 


marching through amongſt them with ſuch 


majeſty and ſolemnity. Another part of 


the ceremony too would have greatly 
alarmed him, as indeed it did us. The 
whole court before the church was ſur- 
rounded with a triple row of ſmall iron 
cannon, about ſix inches long; theſe were 
charged to the muzzle, and rammed very 
hard; after which they were ſet eloſe to 


each other, and a train laid, that com- 


pleted the communication through tho 
whole _ which muſt have exce>ded | 
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2000. Fire was ſet to the train, and in 
two or three minutes the whole was diſ- 
charged by a running fire; the reports 


following one another ſo quick, that it was 


impoſſible for the ear to ſeparate them. 
The effect Was very grand; but it would 
have been nothing without the fine echo 
from the high mountains on each ſide of 
the Straits, which prolonged the ſound for 
ſome conſiderable time after the firing was 
5 finiſhed. e i IH. | 
The view from dl top of this bill, is 
| beautiful beyond deſcription. The Straits 
appear like a vaſt majeſtic river, flowing 
flowly betwixt two ridges of mountains, 
and opening by degrees from its narroweſt 
Point, till it ſwells to the ſize of an ocean. 
Its banks, at the ſame time, adorned with 
rich corn- fields, vineyards, orchards, towns, 
villages, and churches. The proſpect is 
terminated on each ſide by the toꝑs of high 
mountains covered with wood, 


We 


* 
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We obſerved in our walks to- day, many 
of the flowers that are much eſteemed in 
our gardens; and others tob that we are 
not acquainted with. Larkſpur, flos Ado : 
nis, Venus? looking-glaſs, hawkſweed, and £ 
very fine lupins grow wild over all theſe 
mountains. They have likewiſe a variety 
_ of flowering ſhrubs ; particularly one in 
great plenty, which I do not recollect ever to 
have ſeen before : It bears a beautiful round 
| fruit, of a bright ſhining yellow. They 
call it; I pomo d' oro, or golden apple. All 
the fields about Meflina are covered with 
the richeſt white clover, intermixed with 
2 variety of aromatic plants; which per- 
fume the air, and render their walks ex- 
ceedingly delightful. - But what is remark- 
able, we were moſt ſenſible of this. per- 
fume, when walking on the harbour which 


is at the greateſt diſtance from theſe fields. 
I mentioned this peculiarity to a Meflineſe 
gentleman, | who tells me, that the ſalt 

produced here by the heat of the ſun, emits 


I grateful odour, ſomething like violets ; 
F 2 — 


= 
— 
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the ſea-hore. On conſulting. 'Fazzello De 


fande ſingulari 
hat the water of the Straits has a viſcous 
or glutinous quality, which by degrees ce- 
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and-it is that, probably, which-perfur ties 


rebus Siculis, I find he takes notice of the 
ty; and likewiſe obſerves, 


ments the ſand and gravel together, and at 


5 laſt eonſolidates Tm to the folidi T or rock. = 


There a are 625 ſhady walks; on all files of | 


Melina ; ſome of theſe tun along the fea» 


ſhore, and are for ever fanned by the'cools 


ing breeze from the Straits. The houſes 
are large, and moſt of the articles of life 


are cheap and in plenty; particularly fiſh, 
which are reckoned better here, than any 
where elſe in the Mediterranean. The hire 


of lodgings is next to nothing; almoſt one 


half of that noble range of buildings I have 


| deſcribed, being abſolutely uninhabited ſince 


the deſolation of 1743; fo that the pro- 
prietors are Slad to get tenants on any 


: terms. It now occurs to me, that from = 


all 


l haye ſeen, ſo admirably calculated for the 
reſidence of that flock of valetudinarians, 
| which every autumn leave our country 
with the ſwallows, in ſearch of warm cli- 


mates. I have been i inquiring with regard 
to their winter ſeaſon, and find all agree, 
that, in general, it is much preferable to 
that of Naples. They allow, they have 


ſometimes heavy rain far two or three 
weeks; but it never laſts longer; and be- 


ſides, they haye always ſome fair hours 
every day, when people can go out for ex- 
erciſe ; for the moment the rain is over. the 


The advantages of Meſſina over Naples 


in other reſpects, I think, are conſiderable. 
At Naples there are no walks; and, the 
truth is, they have no occaſign for them, 


no more indeed than they have for legs; 
for you know as well as 4 that walking 
. F 3 there, 
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| all | theſe conſiderations, there'is no. place 


walks are dry, the ſoil being a light gravel. 
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2 there, is little leſs infamous than ftealing 1 
and any perſon that makes uſe of his limbs 
is looked upon as a blackguard, and de- 
ſpiſed by all good company. The rides tos 
are all at a great diſtance; and you are 
” obliged to go ſome miles on ftreets and 
pavement before you get into the country; : 
beſides paſſing the vile grotto of Pauſillipe, 
where you are in danger of being blinded, 
and ſtifled with duſt. There are ſeldom 
any publick diverſions here; the attending | 
of which at Naples,” and complying with 
their bad hours, does often more than 
counteract all the benefit obtained from the 
climate. That deteſtable practice of gam- 
ing too, is by no means ſo prevalent here; 
vrhich from the anxiety it occaſions to the 
mind, and laſſitude to the body, muſt be 
death to all hectick people, weak breaſts, 
or delicate nerves. I could ſay much more 
on this ſubject, but as I have many of theſe 
circumſtances only from the report bars the 


TV 
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Ahsbätante it makes me more difdent, 
- than if I had known them from 50 own 
en 800 4 


We 5 found our banker, Mr. M, a 
very ſenſible man, and ſpent ſome hours 
with him, both this morning and evening, 
very agreeably. He has given us ſome ac- 
count of the police of the country, the moſt 
ſingular, perhaps, of any in the world, to 
ſuch a degree, indeed, that I ſhall not ven- 
ture to tell it you, till 1 have talked i it over 
with ſome other people, to ſee if the accounts 


agree; though from the character that 
gentleman bears, both here and at Naples, 
he is as good authority as any in the iſland.” 


The prince of Villa Franca is arrived ; 
ſo that we ſhall probably have our audience 
to-morrow morning. Adieu—We are juſt 


going to ſup upon ſteaks made of the peſce 
ſpada or ſword fiſh, which are caught in 
HO. plenty 1 1n theſe ſeas. The ſword of 

3 4 this 


1 
N ; 

= 
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this ones is. upwards. of four feet "EAR n 


, 


and a formidable weapon it is 3 —-not unlike 
a Highland broad ſword. This fiſh, when 
cut, bears a perfect reſemblance to fleſh ;_ 


ſo much, that none of us doubted, it was 1 
peef . ſteaks they were dreſſing for us, and 


expreſſed our 10 priſe at hoding that FW 


in ous ee Wan 


** 
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aiſt W E. are juſt —— FR the 


| prince s. He received us po- 
kitely, but with a good deal of ſtate. He 


offered us the uſe of his carriages, as there 
are none to be hired; and, in the uſual ſtile, 


| defired to know in what he could be of 
fetvice to us. We told him (with an 
apology for our abrupt departure) that we 
were obliged to ſet off to-morrow, and 


begged his protection on our journey. He 


replied, that he would give orders for 


guards to attend us, that ſhould be anfwer- 


able for every thing ; that we need give 
courſelves no farther trouble; that whatever 
number of mules we had occaſion for, 
ſhould be ready at the door of the inn, at 


any hour we ſhould think proper to ap- 


n . He added, that we might entirely 
"any 
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rely on thoſe guards, who were people of 
the moſt determined reſolution, as well as 
of the moſt approved fidelity, and would 
not fail to ehaſtiſe on the ſpot, any perſon 
wah ſhould preſume to impoſe * us. 


"as. — do you think. theſe 3 
guards are compoſed of Why of the moſt 
daring, . and moſt hardened villains, per- 
haps, that are to be met with upon earth, 
who, in any other country, would have 
been broken upon the wheel, or hung in 
chains; but are here publicly, protected, 
; and univerſally feared. and reſpected. * 
was this part of the police of Sicily, that 
I was afraid to give you an account of: 
But I have now conyerſed with the prince's 
people on the ſubject, and they have con- 
firmed every circumſtance Mr. 8 
made me acquainted with; | 


He told me, that in this eaſt part of the 
iſland, called Val Demoni, (from the devils 
| that 
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chat are ſuppoſed to inhabit mount Etna) | 
it has ever been found impracticable to ex- 
tirpate the banditti; there being number- 
leſs. caverns and ſubterraneous paſſages in 
that mountain, where no troops could poſ- 
fibly purſue them: That, beſides, as they 
are known to be perfectly determined and 
reſolute, never failing to take a dreadful 
revenge on all who have offended them, 
the prince of Villa Franca has embraced it, 
not only as the fafeſt, but likewiſe as the 
wiſeſt, and moſt political ſcheme, to become 
their declared patron and protector. And 
ſuch of them as think proper to leave their 
mountains and foreſts, though perhaps 
only for a time, are ſure to meet with good 
encouragement, and ſecurity in his ſervice ; 
they enjoy the moſt unbounded confidence, 
which, in no inſtance, they have ever yet 
been found to make an improper or a diſ- 
honeſt uſe of. They are clothed in che 
| "=_ livery, yellow and green, with 
ſilver lace; ' and wear n a badge of 
| their 


3 
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their "GTA order, which entitles them 
E univerſal fear and reſpect from the 


people... g 


. have jult been interrupted — an upper 
ſervant of the prince Ss who, both by bis 
looks and language, ſeems to be of the 
ſame worthy fraternity. He tells us, that 
: be has ordered our muletgers, at their peril, 
to be ready by day-break ; but that we need f 
not go till we think proper; for it is their | 
buſineſs to attend on noſtri eccellenxi. He 
ſays he has likewiſe ordered two of the 
moſt deſperate fellows in the whole illand 
to accompany us; adding, in a fort of 
- whiſper, that we need. be under no. appre- 
henſion; for if any perſon ſhould preſume 
to impoſe upon us to the value of a fingle 
baiocc“, they would certainly put them 
to death. I gave him an ounce T which 
I knew was what he expected; on which 
he redoubled hjs bows and his eccellenzis, 


A bol coin. 1 About eleven ſhillings. 


and 
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and declared we were the moſt Honorabili 
Signori he had ever met with, and that if 
we pleaſed, he himſelf ſhould have the 
honour of attending us, and would chaſtiſe 
any perſon that ſhould dare to take the wall 
| . us, or injure us in the ſmalleſt trifle. 
We thanked him for his zeal, ſhewing him 
we had ſwords of our own. On which, 
bowing ing rel] W he retired. 


I can now, with more akin give 
you ſome account of the converſation I had 
with Signior M—-, who as I ſaid appears to 
be a very intelligent man, and has reſided 
here, for 2 — ht | 6 | 
me 17. War! in ſome circumſtances theſe 
banditti are the moſt reſpectable people of 
the ifland ; and have by much the higheſt, 
and moſt romantic notions of what they 
call their point of honour, That, how- 
ever criminal they may be with regard to 
nnn Jet, with reſpect to one 


another, 


* 
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nee and to every perſon to whom they 
have once profeſſed it, they have ever 


maintained the moſt unſhaken fidelity. 5 


The magiſtrates have often been obliged to 
protect them, and even pay them court, as 
they are known to be perfectly 8 
and deſper ate; and ſo extremely vindictive, 


that they will certainly put any perſon to 


death, who has ever given them juſt cauſe 
of provocation. On the other hand, it it 
never was known that any perſon who had 
put himſelf under their protection, and 
ſhewed that he had confidence i in them, had 
cauſe to repent of it, or was injured by 
any of them, in the moſt minute trifle ; 
but on the contrary, they will protect him 
from impoſitions of every kind, and ſcorn 
to go halves with the landlord, like moſt 
other conductors and travelling ſervants; 
and will defend him with their lives, if 
there is occaſion. - That thoſe of their 

number, who have thus enliſted themſelves 
in the ſervice. of 1 are known and 
reſpected 
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reſ 0 ted by the other banditti all over the 
3 iſland; and the perſons of thoſe they ac- 
company are ever held ſacred. For theſe 
reaſons, moſt travellers chuſe to hire a 
couple of them from town to town; and 
may thus travel over the whole iſland in 
ſafety. To illuſtrate their character the 
more, he added two ſtories, which happen 
d but a few _ 280 . are ſtill in 1 
body's mouth: 55 


A number of 33 were found 3 
in a place where ſome treaſure was ſuppoſed 
to have been hid during the plague : As this 
had been forbid under the moſt ſevere pe- 
nalties, they. were immediately carried to 
priſon, and expected to have been treated 
without mercy ; ; but, luckily for the others, 
one of theſe heroes happened to be of the 

number. He wrote to the Prince of Villa 
Franca, and made uſe of ſuch powerful 
arguments in their favour, that they were 
all immedioy ſet at liberty. 8 


This ; 
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| This will ſerve to ſheur their conſequence 
with the civil power; the other ſtory will - 
give you a ſtrong idea of their barbarous 
flerocity, and the horrid mixture of ſtub- 
born vice and virtue (if I may call it by 
that name) that ſeems to direct their ac 
tions. I chould have mentioned, that they 
have a practice of borrowing money from 
the country people, who never dare refuſe 
them; and if they promiſe to pay it, they 
have ever been found punctual and exact, 0 
both as to the time and the ſum; and would 
much rather rob and murder an in nocent 5 
perſon, than fail of payment at the day 
appointed: And this they have often been 
obliged to do, only in order (as they ſay} 
to fulfil their engagements, 3 _ to fave 
their honour. 


[ 


Te . within this fortnight, that 
che brother of one of theſe heroic ban- 
_ Gitti having occaſion for money, and not 


Enowing how to . it, determined to 
| make 


2 
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make uſe of his brother's name and autho- 


rity, an artifice which he thought could 
not eaſily be diſcovered; accordingly he 
went to a country prieſt, and told him his 


brother had occaſion for twenty ducats, 
which he deſired he would immediately 
lend him. The prieſt aſſured him that he 
had not then ſo large a ſum, but that if he 


would return in a- few - days it ſhould be 


ready for him. The other replied, that he 
was afraid to return to his brother with this 
anſwer; and deſired, that he would by all 
means take care to keep out of his way, at 


leaſt till ſuch time as he had pacified him; 


otherwiſe he could not be anſwerable for 
the conſequences, —As bad fortune would 


have it, the very next day the prieſt and 
the robber met in a narrow road ; the former 


fell a-trembling, as the latter approached, | 


and at laſt dropped on his knees to beg for 


mercy. The robber, aſtoniſhed at this be- 
haviour, deſired to know the cauſe of it. 


The trembling prieſt anſwered, © Il denaro, 
Vale b- >; G — 


— —3a 
IIS — 
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% il debaro,“ the money, the. money 
but ſend your brother to-morrow, and you 
hall have it. The haughty robber aſſured 
him, that he diſdained taking money of a2 
poor prieſt; adding, that if any of his 
brothers had been low enough to make ſuch - 
a demand, he himſelf was ready to advance 
the ſum- The prieft then acquainted him 
with the viſit, he had received the preceding ' 
night from his brothe, by his order; aſj- 
ſuring him, that if he had been maſter of 
the ſum, he ſhould immediately have ſup- 
plied it.— Well, ſays the robber, I will 
_ now. convince you whether my brother or 
1 are moſt to be believed; you ſhall g with 
me to. his houſe, which is but a few miles 
diſtant.— On their arrival before the door, 
he robber called on his brother, who never 
ſuſpecting the diſcovery, immediately came 
to the balcony ; but on perceiving the prieſt, 
he began to make excuſes for his conduct. 
Ihe ropber told him, there was no excuſe 


to be made; that he only deſired to know 
the 


WAW Bi | 
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| the fact, Whether he had gone to barem 


money of that prieſt. in his name or not? 


Kg on his owning he had, the robber with - 


deliberate: coolneſs lifted. his blunderbuſs to 


| his ſhoulder, and ſhot him dead; and turn» 
ing to the aſtoniſhed. prieſt, You will © 
4. now be perſuaded, faid he, that I had no 

intention * robbing you at leaſt. | 


Lou may now judge how hana we muſt 


8 be i in the company of our guards. I don t 
know but this very hero may be one of them z 
as we are aſſured they are two of the | 
moſt intrepid and reſolute fellows in the 
iſland. I will not cloſe this letter, till I give 


you ſome account of our journey. In the 
mean time, adieu. We are going to take 


| a look of the churches and public build- 
ings; but with theſe I ſhall trouble 1 7 | 
| very lin, 


arſt at night. 
entertained, both from what we have ſeen 
and heard. We uſed to admire the dexte- 
Ga _ rity 


We have been very well 


% 


0; © Fouk rukouet 

rity of ſome of the divers at Naples, When 
they went to the depth of forty-· eight of 
fifty feet, and could not conceive how a 
man could remain three minutes under 
water without drawing breath; but theſe 
are nothing to the feats of one Colas, a na- 
tive of this place, who is ſaid to have lived 
for ſeveral days in the ſea, withqut coming 
to land; and from thence got the ſirname 
of Peſce, or the fiſh. Some of the Sicilian 
authors affirm, that he caught fiſh merely | 
by his agility in the water; and the eredu- 
lous Kircher aſſerts, that he could walk 
acroſs the Straits at the bottom of the ſea. 
—Be that as it will, he was ſo much cele- 
brated for ſwimming and diving, that one 
= of their kings (Frederick) came on Pur- 
poſe to ſee him perform: : which royal viſit 
proved fatal to poor Peſce; for the king, 
after admiring his wonderful force and 
agility, had the cruelty to propoſe his diving 
near the gulph of,Charybdis; and to tempt 
him the more, threw in a large golden 
- a — cup, 
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| eup, which was to be his prize ſhould he 
bring it up. Peſce made two attempts, and 

aſtoniſhed the ſpectators by the time he re · 
mained under water; but in the third, it 

is thought he was caught by the whirlpool, 
as he never appeared more and his body 
is ſaid to have been found ſome time af. er- 
wards near Taurominum (about thirty miles 
diſtant) it having been obſerved, that what 
18 ſwallowed up by Charybdis i is carried 
ſouth by the current, and thrown out upon 
that coaſt, / On the contrary, nothing 
wrecked here was ever carried through the 
Straits, or thrown out on the north ſide of 
Sicily, unleſs we believe what Homer ops 
of the ip of f Unger * 


FE We how been * ta take a view of 
the Straits at this famous whirlpool, and 
are more and more convinced, that it muſt 
be infinitely diminiſhed; indeed, in com- 
pariſon of what it was, almoſt reduced to 
nothing. The ſea appeared to have no ex- 
G 3 traordinary 
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boats ſeemed to paſs it with eaſe. When we 
compare this its preſent ſtate, with the for- 
midable deſcription of ſo mary antient au- 


thors, poets, hiſtorians, and philoſophers, 
n appears indeed not improbable that this 
iſland has been torn from the continent hy 
ſome violent convulſion, and that near to | 
this ſpot, huge caverns have been opened, 
which, drinking in the waters in one courſe 
of the current, arid throwing them out in 
the other, may perhaps in \ſome- meaſure 
account for the phænomena of Charybdis. 
l find it is deſcribed both by Homer and 
Virgil, as alternately ſwallowing up, and 
throwing out every object that approached 
it *, Now, is it not probable, that theſe 
caverns in'proceſs of time have been, in a 


| | 
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* Dextrum Scylla latus, Izvum implacata Charybdis 
Obſfider, atque imo barathri ter gurgite vaſtos 
Sorbet in abruptum fluctus, rurſuſque ſub auras 
Erigit alternos, et ſidera verberat unda, . 


- = 


» 
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great meaſure, filled up by the immenſe 
quantities of rocks, fand, gravel, &c. that 
were perpetually carried in by the force of 
the current ?—I-own I am not quite ſatisfied 
with this ſolution, but at preſent 1 cannot 
think of a better: — The fact. however, is 
certain, that it muſt have been a dreadtul 
object even in Virgil's time, elſe he never 
would have made neas and his fleet per- 
ceive its effects at ſo great a diſtance, and i 
immediately run out to ſea to avoid it; nor 
would he have made Helenus at ſuch pains 
to caution him againſt that dangerous 
gulph, and adviſe him rather to make the 
whole tour of Sicily than attempt to paſs 
it. Indeed, it is ſo often mentioned both 
in the voyage of Eneas and Ulyſſes, and 
always in ſuch frightful terms, that we 
cannot doubt of its having been a very ter- 
rible obi . | 
After 


—_ — 


* gane gives tlie! account, of it in a — to Tam 
ears * Scyllam ſaxum eſſe, et quidem terrible na- 
0 4 e yigantibus 
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After ſeeing the beautiful harbour of 
Neſins, we have found nothing much 
worthy of notice in the city. Some of the 
churches are handſome, and chere are a 


few tolerable paintings. One ceremony, 


; from whit account heck give en i 1 ould 


* 
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4 vigantibus optime ſcio; Cbarpbei an reſpondeat 
« fabulis perſcribi mihi deſidero, fac nos certiores, 
c utrum uno tantum vento agatur in vortices, an omnis 
e tempeſtas, ac mare illud contorqueat, et an verum 


« ſjt * illo froti turbine areptum eſt, S 


And the following is 2 tranſtarion from Sendo, 


be Ante urbem Paululum in ede Charybdis br 


e oftenditur : Profundum quidem immenſum : Quo 


«© jnundationes freti : mirum in modum navigia detra- 


dc hunt: magnas per circumductiones, et vortices pre- 


« cipitata, quibus abſorptis, ac diſſolutis; naufra- 


« giorum fragmenta ad Tauromitanum lictus attra- 
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« Fit igitur Charybdis, (fays Salluſt) mare pericu- 
« Joſum nautis ; 3 quod contrariis ffuctuum curſibus, 
$6 collifionem facit, et rapta quoque abſorbet,” 5 


But theſe are mole indeed when compared to the 
A of he poets, _ 


like 


Py 
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| like much to have ſeen; The celebration of 
the feaſt of the Vara. It appears, indeed, 
to. be a very ſingular exhibition, and I am 
heartily ſorry it does not happen at this 
ſeaſon. In order to the more dignified 
appearance of the Virgin Mary on this 
occaſion, they have invented a very curious 
machine, which I am told repreſents 
: heaven, or at leaſt a part of it. It is | 
of a huge ſize, and moves through the 
ſtreet with vaſt pomp and ceremony. In 
the center is the principal figure, which 
| repreſents the Virgin; and, a little higher, 
there are three others to denote the Trinity, 
Round theſe, thereare a number of wheels, 
{aid ta he of a very curious conſtruction, 
Every wheel contains a legion of angels, 
according to their different degrees of 
precedency; ſeraphims, cherubims, and 
powers. Theſe are repreſented by a great 
number of beautiful little children, all glit- 
tering in clothes of gold and ſilver tiſſue; 
Vith wings of painted feathers fixed to 
their 
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their ſhouflders. "When the mächitte 4s ſet 
in motion, All Uidſe Whetls mode Töund, 
and the different choirs of angels continue 
in a 'conflatit flatter, finging Hallelujah 
round the Trinity aud the Virgin during 
the whole of the proceſſion, ad are faid 
to make a moſt beautiful appearance. Tkis 
ig all I could learn of this ſingular ſhewwm, 
neither were we admitted ts ſee the "mii 
chine; conſcious, I ſuppoſe, of the ridi- 
cvle of which it is ſuſceptible; they did 


not chuſe to unveil fo ſhoved an object to | 


the eyes of herbties.—- This illand has ever 
been famous for the celebration of its 
an eden in antient as Well as modern 

7 They ſpare no expence; and a8 
they. hads a large ſhare both of ſuperſtition 
and invention, they never fail to produce 
ſomething either very fine, or very ridicu- 
jous. The feaſt of St. Roſolia at Palermo 
is fail to be the fineſt ſhew in Europe, and 
ceoſts that city every year a large ſum. They 
aſſure us there is more taſte and mag- 
| - 1 nificence 
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nificence Giplayed Si it, than in any wa 


of the kind in Italy; and adviſe us by all 
means to. attend it, as it happens ſome 
time near the middle of fummer, when 


we ſhall probably be in that end of the 
iſland. on op ; 

T you e Pede we mall Ab Alt kat 
of Meſſina ; 1 did not expect to make 
fo much ont of it. But it would not 
be fair neither; without at leaſt putting 
you in mind of the great veneration it as 
ever been held in by the reſt of Sicily, for 
the affiſtance it gave to Count Rugiero in 
Kihg the ifland from the yoke of the 
Saracens ; in'confideration of which, great 
privileges were granted it by the ſucceeding 
kings; fome of which ate ſaid ſtill to re- 
main, It was here that the Normans 
landed; and this city, by the policy of 
ſome of its own inhabitants, was the firſt 
conqueſt they made ; after which their 
victorious arms were ſoon extended over 

E the 
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the whole iſland ; and a final period put 
to the Saracen tyranny. Count Rugiero 
fixed the ſeat of government at Palermo; z 
and put the political ſyſtem of the iland 
upon a ſolid baſis ; ; of Which the form 
land che form alone) till remains to. this 

day. He divided the whole iſland into 
three parts; z one. he gave to his officers, 
another to the church, and a third he re- 
ſerved for himſelf. Of theſe three, branches 
he compoſed his parliament, that reſpect- 
able body, of which the ſkeleton only now - 
exiſts ; 35 for it has long ago loſt all its 
blood, nerves, and animal ſpirits; and for 


many ages paſt has been reduced to a per- 


feet caput mortuum. The ſuperſtitious ty- 

ranny of Spain has not only deſtroyed the 
national ſpirit of its own inhabitants, but 
likewiſe that of every other country which 
has fallen under 1 its Power. Adieu. 


Ever yours, 


. 
ho 
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P. 8. Apropos! There is one thing I 

had almoſt forgot, and I never ſhould 
have forgiven myſelf. Do you. know, the 
moſt extraordinary ph#homenon in the 
world is often obſerved near to this place * 
I laugh'd at it at firſt, as you will do; but 
I'am now convinced of its reality; and am 
perſuaded too, that if ever it had been 
thoroughly examined by a philoſophical 
eye, the natural cauſe muſt long ago 7 
5 been I 


It has often been remarked, both by the 
antients and moderns, that i in the heat of 


. ſummer, after the ſea and air have been 
much agitated by winds, and a perfect 
calm ſucceeds, there appears, about the 
time of dawn, in that part of the heavens 
over the Straits, a great variety of ſingu- 
lar forms, ſome at reſt and ſome moving 
about with great velocity. Theſe forms, 
in proportion as the light increaſes, ſeem 
to become more aerial; till at laſt, ſome 
1 time 


* 
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re Sela, repreſent, this as the moſt 
heaiful, ſight in nature ; Leanti, one of 
f their lateſt a and beſt writers, came here on 5 
| purpoſe to, ſee it: He, ſays, the heayeng 
appear crowded with. a, variety of objects: 5 
He mentions palaces, woods, gardens, &c, 
beſides. the hgures of men, and other ani= 
mals, that appear in motion amongſt chem. 
No doubt, the imagination muſt be greatly 
aiding» in forming this. aerial creation ; 
but as ſo many of their authors, both an- 
. tient and modern, agree in the fact, and 
give an account of it from their own; ob» 
ſervation, there certainly muſt be ſome 
foundation for the tory. There is one 
Giardina, a Jeſuit, who has lately writ- - 
ten a treatiſe. on. this phenomenon, . but 1 
have not been able to find it: | The-cele- 
brated Meſſineſe Callo has likewiſe pub» 


* een on this ſingular ſubject; 
if 


\. 
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if 1, can; procure either of them in the 


mand, you > dal have a more perſect acy 


count of it. The common people, accord - 
ing to cuſtom, give the whole merit to the 
deyil ; and indeed it is by much the ſhort- 
eſt and eaſieſt way of accounting for it : 
Thoſe who pretend to be philoſophers, and 
refuſe him this honour, are greatly puzzled 
what to make of it. They. think it _ 
be owing to ſome uncommon refraction, or 
reflection of the rays, from the water of 
the Straits 3 which, as it is at that time 
carried about in a variety of eddies and 
vortexes, muſt conſequently, ſay they, 
make a variety of appearances on any 
medium where it is reflected. This, I 
think, is nonſenſe; or, at leaſt very near 
it; and till they can ſay more to the pur- 
poſe, I think they had much better have 
left it in the hands of the old gentleman. 
I ſuſpect it is ſomething in the nature of 
our Aurora Borealis; and, like many of 
the great phænomena of nature, depends 
| | upon 


ical _ 64 which, i in 


* 
£ 


univerſe; * gravity in this 0 age, Ur as the 


* * 
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Hem oye Avid, in 3 


volcanoss is Probably produced in much 


greater quantity than in any other. The 
air ſtrongly impregnated with this matter, 


and confined betwixt two ridges of moun | 
tains; at the ſame time excerdaigh agi 


tated from below, by the violence of the 


current, and the impetuous whirling of 


the waters; may it not be ſuppoſed to 


produce a variety of appearances? And 


may not the lively Sicilian imaginations, 
animated by a belief in dæmons, and 


all the wild offspring of ſuperſtition, give 
_ theſe appearances as great a ee of 


forms ? Remember, I do not ſay it is fo; 


and hope yet to have it in my power 
to * you a better account of this mat- | 
ter. 


3 2 
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in this ſtory, qr in any future u I may; 
tell you, to be inclined to the fabulous, 
you will pleaſe to remember, that I am now 
ia he country of fable; this iſland having 
given riſe: to move perhaps, except Greece, 
than all the world beſide. You: have; 
i therefore, only to ſuppoſe that theſe regions 
are ſtill contagious ; and call to mind that 
mount Etna has ever been the great mother 
of monſters and chimeras both in the an- 
tient and the modern world. However, I 
ſhall, if poſſible, keep free of the infection, 
and entertain you only with ſuch ſubjects 
as fall under my own obſervation. But 
indeed, from what I have already heard of 
that wonderful mountain, the moſt mode- 
. rate account of it would appear highly 
3 lous to all ſuch as are unacquainted 
with. objects of this kind. Adieu. We 
think of ſetting off to-morrow by day- 
break. I am ſorry i it has not been a ſtorm, 


that we might have had a chance of ſeeing 
VoL, I. H Pandemonium 
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LETTER v. N 


2 0 | Grin, 1 Taurominum, May's 22d. We 
TE 1200 had a delightful j journey, and 
tif all Sicily be but as agreeable, we 
ae not repent of our expedition. We 
left Meſſina early this morning, with ſix 
mules for ourſelves and ſervants, and two 
for our baggage. This train, I affure 
| + you, makes no contemptible appearance; 
particularly when you call to mind our 
front and rear- guard; by much the moſt 
conſpicuous part of it. Theſe are two 
great drawycanſir figures, armed cap-a- pie, 
With a broad hanger, two enormous piſtols, 
and aà long arquebuſe: This they kept 
cock id and ready for action in all ſuſpicious 
places; where they recounted abundanee 

of wonderful ſtories of robberies and mur- 

ders; ſome of them with ſuch very minute 
| H 2 | circum 
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es, that I am fully perſuaded . 
they themſelves were the principal actors. 
; However, I look. upon our ſituation as 
perfectly ſecute; they pay us great reſpect, 
| and take the utmoſt pains that we ſhall not 
be impoſed upon. Indeed, I think they 
impoſe upon every body except us; for 
they tar the bills according to their Mel.” | 
ſure; and ſuch cheap ones I never paid 
before. To-day's dinner for eleven men 
(our three muleteers included) and feeding 
for ten mules and horſes, did not amount 
to half a guinea, And, although we pay 
them high, (an ounce a day each) yet I am 
perſuaded they fave us at leaſt one half of 
it on our bills. They entertained us with 
ſome of their feats, and make no ſeruple 
ct owning their having put ſeveral people 
to death; but add, Mas tutti, tutti ho- 
e norabilmente, —That is to ſay, they 
did not do it in a_daſtardly — nor 
without Juſt PR A lu | 
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| The ſea-coaft of Sicily is very rich; the 
ſides of ſome of the mountains are kighty 
cultivated, and preſent rhe moſt agreeable 
aſpe& that can be imagined ;—corn, wine, 
il, and filk; all mixed together, and in 
the greateſt abundance: However, the cul- 


tivated part is but ſmall in proportion to 


what is lying waſte, and only ſerves to 


thew the great fertility of this iſland, , 


were it peopled, and in induſtrious hands. 
The files of the road are covered with a 
variety of flowers and of flowering ſhrubs; 
ſome of thein exccedingly beautiful. Tlie 
incloſures are many of them fenced with. 
hedges of che Indian fig, or prickly pear ; 
as in Spain and Portugal; and our guides 
aſſure us, that in many of the parched 
ra vines round Etna, there ' ate plenty of 
trees | which produce both cinnamon and 
pepper; not ſb firong, they allow, as thoſe 
of the ſpice iſtands, but which arb ſold to 
the merchants at a Io price, by a ſet of 
aan, who. dteſd themſelves like - her- 
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mits.: Theſe ſpices are mixed with the true 


pepper and cinnamon from the Indics, and 


. n. . e 8 i 


The ponds Fon Meſing. t o nit ploy is 


pn A romantic. It lies the whole way” 
along the coaſt, and commands the view of 
Calabria, and the ſouth part of the Straits; 
covered with chebeck 
and a quantity of — The view 
on the right hand is conſined by high 
mountains, on the very ſummits of which 
they have built ſeveral conſiderable towns 


„ galleys, galliots, 


and villages, which with their churches. 


and ſteeples make a very pictureſque ap- 
Pearance. They have choſen this elevated ä 
ſituation, I ſuppoſe, with a double view,; 
to protect them both from their enemies, 


and from the violent heat of the elimate; 


This forenoon we found it exceſſire, on. 


had the fineſt ſwimming in the- world 
before dinner; which kept us cdl and 


. freſh for all che reſt of the day. We bare 


1 8 oo 8 beſides 


; 3 
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beſides provided ourſelves with umbrellas, 


without- which, at this ſeaſon, d 
| would be n. 5 


e this. ginee f Meſfina, a a little 
io the right, lie the mountains, formerly 
85 called the Nebrodes;. and likewiſe the 

mountain of Neptune, Which is reckoned 
the higheſt of that chain. It is celebrated 
for a gulph or erater on its ſummit, from 
'whence, at particular times, there iſſues an 
exceeding cold wind, with ſuch violence 
tat it is difficult to approach it. I was 

ſorry to paſs this ſingular mountain, but 
it would have delayed us a day or two to 
viſit it; and we are haſtening with impa- 
tience to a much greater object: It is now 
named Il monte Scuderio, and is ſaid to be 
ſo high that the Adriatic can be ſeen from 
its ſummit. From the deſeription they give 
of it, it appears evidently to be an old vol- 
cano. The Niſſo takes its riſe from this 
mountain; a tiver renowned in antiquity 
H 4 — 
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Fer dhe Fol Fond ir ich (autel; 6 
Fhich Feaſon, it was by the Gterks called 

Chryſothoas. It is 649; the rern ns EF. 
dhe antient gold mines are ſtill to be ſeen f 
hear the ſburte of this Nber; but the 
dern inaſters' of Sie Have er been 


on this charming coaſt, here the Hooks of 
Apollo were kept by his daughters, Phar- 
thuſa and Lutpetie; the ſeizing of which 
by Ulyſſes? compaiiions, proved the cauſe 
of their deaths; and ef all bis ſubſequent 
misfortunes. Ihe mountain of Tauro 
mina is very high and ſteep, and n 
you to it is e wo eee 


+ fiinf 


- This once iow city is now ee 
ban "inſignificant" burgh; yet even theſe 
small femalhs Sive a high ideh Gf its for- 
mer mag fence? The theatre, 1 _ 
is kcevutited the Iatgeſt in the World. 
appears to me 4reitly' ſußeflor — 
Attrian's villa, near Rotiie: It is entire 
7 - 15 enough. 
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endugb, to give very tolanible iden f 
the Roman theatre, and indeed aſtomiſhus 
by its vaſtneſs; nor can conoeive how any 
voice could extend through the prodigious = 
number of people it muſt have contained. 
I paced about one quarter of it; over the 
boxes that were intended for the women, 
which is not near the outward circle of 
al; the reſt is is fo broken, that 1 could get 
no farther. It meaſured about I 20 ordi- 


nary ſteps, {6 that you may conceive the 
>teatnefs of tlie whole. "The ſeats Front 


mount Etna, whith makes a Horious ap- 
— from this Place; and no doubt 
has often diverted their attention from the 
ne It ariſes From m hnmenſe bafe, 
and mounts equally on all fides 10 its 
fummit: It 18 Juſt now chrowing out vo- 
Homes of white *finoak, which do not rife | 
Inf the Air, but feem to roll dotn the 
Jide of the mountain Ike 2 a valt tortent. 
the aſcent of Etna on each fi ide I: is com- 


puted at Abobkt 80 miles, And the“ circum- | 
ference 


1 
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miring ; thegreat theatre of Tau 
n m, we went to examine the Nau⸗ 
macbis, and the reſervoirs for ſopplying i it 
with water. About 150 p ces of one fide 
'of the wall of. the Naumachia remains 
but as this 18 not c complete, there is no 


Judging of its origine, dimenſions. This 


is ſuppoſed to have been a large ſquars, 
incloſed with ſtrong walls, and capable of 
being filled with water on occaſion; in- 
tended for the exhibition of ſea-fights, and 
al naval exerciſes 2 There were four reſer⸗ 
voirs for ſupplying this. with water. Al 
are upon the ſame. grand. ſcale. One of 
theſe i is almoſt entire; it is ſupported by a 
great number of ſtrong pillars, i in the ſame 
manner as thoſe of Titus baths at Rome; 
and ſereral others E may have 1 in 
5 | ” taly. 
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aly. I. would dwell longer on objecta of 
this kind; but I am perſuaded deſcriptions 

can give but a very imperfect idea of them; 
and to mark out the preciſe dimenſions 
with a mathematical exactneſa, where there 
is nothing very remarkable, muſt ſurely be 
t a dry work, both to the writer and 
reader.” T ſhall therefore content myſelf 
(I hope it will content you too) with en- 
deavouring to communicate, as entire as 
poffible, che ſame impreſſion I myſelf ſhall 
receive, without deſcending too much to 


particulars; or fatiguing myſelf or you 
with the menſuration of antique walls, 
merely becauſe they are ſuch, except where 
there is, indeed ſomething very ſtriking; 
and different too, from what has nder 
been deſerbed in — 


1 own I deſpair of Livebls 3 : Few whites 
T believe i in writing being more difficult 
than thus “ s n de Timagination,” ta 

2 Et > + i * ſeize, 


> "th. 


*. through — and make it in a 
r upon him with the ſame 


| 8 light, and ariſing in che ſame colouts, and 
at che ſame inſtant tao, as upon us: For 


effects. It is at leaſt the moſt agree ä 
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e make outſthves- maſters of ae 


ial with nur own; every | 


where. deſcriptions, fail in, this, the pleaſure 
of reading them muſt, be very trivial. 
Now, perhaps, this ſam Journal ſtile is the 
mot favourable of. any to produce theſe 


able to che writer; * WhO never has his 
ſubject to, ſeek, but deeds only -recolle& 
what, has paſſed ſince. he laſt laid down. the 
pen, and travel the day over again z; and if 


he travels it to good purpoſe, it ought; to 


be equally agreeable to the, reader too, who 


thereby becomes one of the party, and 


bears a ſhare in all the Pleaſures of the 


Journey withaut e from the . 
5 "1 " IN 
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One 
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1 One of my greateft difficulties, I ſee, will 
be the finding proper places to write in, 
for the inns are altogether. execrable, and 
there is no ſuch thing as getting 
to ontꝰs felf: I am juſt nom writing on the 
end of à barrel, which I choſe rather than 
the table, as it is farther removed from 
noiſr. I muſt therefore intreat you, once 
for all, to excuſe incorrectneſs and want of 
. method. How can one be methodical upon 
a barrel !—It has ever been the moſt de- 
clared enemy to method Lou might as 
well expect a ſermon from Bacchus, or a 
coherent ſpeech from our friend lord —— _ 
after he has finiſhed the third bottle. You 
will be pleaſed then juſt to take things 
as they occur. Were I obliged to be 


ſtrictly methodical, I ſhould have no plea- 
ſure in writing you theſe letters; and then, 


if my poſition is juſt, you could me no 
pleaſure 3 in reading them. 


| | 0 
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. Yeſterday We were fo much fatigued 
ith x the abominabe roads of mount 5 


5 1 1 you, has 85 no means been : 


a day of reſt; however, I muſt not delay 


any longer, otherwiſe I ſhall never be able 


to make up my lee- way. Tam afraid you 
will ſuffer: more from the fatigues of the 
Journey than 1 M4 fiſt e 


We left Giardini; at 7 o'clock. About 
half a mile farther the firſt r region « of mount 
Etna begins, and here they have ſet up 
| the ſtatue of a ſaint, for having prevented 
the! lava from running up the mountain of 
Taurominum, a and deſtroying the adjacent 
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'AM, already: almoſt two Fees in arrears. 


wiſely, as well ag hy 


WE hed! fikew ice gropoſed. (if poldle}.t9 


but we were fp convinced of the, imgoſ- | 
: — 8, and obliged, with a good. 
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1342 .AXT 
country; which the 8 think. it cer- 

tainly muſt have done, had it not been 
for this kind interpoſition; but he very 


down a low valley to the fe Ns LOS 
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to aſcend the mountain; in of 
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of Wt Coftagno de Cento Gr : 
bak tre Tee e of a hpndred b xd ho! orſe;) which Gt 
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le e greateſt | wi nders of, Fa: na. 


vilit the ce ebrated tree, kpown ' wn by heme 
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ſide, and to deſcend by the ſide of Catania; 
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Hane, we P ITAEOY in the firſt region of 


Fins, . obſerved that there had been 
uuns eruptions 
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ekuptions of fire all over this country at a 
great. diſtance from the ſummit, or ptinci= 
| pal crater ef the mountain. On our road 
to the village of Piedmonte, I took notice of 


ſeveral. very conſideral 
of a large fas, ſeattered all around, that 


| —— are preciſely ſuch. as are thrown out 
1 the Crater of mount Veſuvius ; and in- 
deed, the la va too ſeoms to be of the. fame 
eee rather more porous. 


; The diſtance "Eg Gn to E 


= ten miles, but as the road is ex- 
ceedingiy rough and difficult, we took near 
four hours to travel it, The barometer, 


which. at Giardini (on the ſea hide): ſtood at 
"29 inches. ten lines, had now fallen to 
25: 3. Farenheit's thermometer (made by 
Mr. Adams in Londen) 73 degrees. We 
found the. people extremely curious and i in- 
mee know our errand, which when | 
we told, many of them offered- to accom- 
3 1 pany 


le craters; and ſtones 
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pany us. Of 'theſe- bs doch ras iid 
after drinking out 
of great ſpeculation to che inhabitants, who 
had never before ſeen a breakfaſt of this 
| en we u to climb: the pg dM 
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We were e r f five or dr unte ct ! 
our road by an aqueduct, which the prince | 
of Palagonia has made at a great expence, 


to fupply Piedmonte with water. After 
we left the aqueduct, the aſcent became 


good deal more rapid, till we arrived at 4 
the beginning of the ſecond region, called | 


by the natives /a Regione Slogſa, or the 


woody | region; becauſe it is compoſed of 


one vaſt foreſt, that extends all around the 


mountain. Part of this was deſtroyed by 


a very” ſingular event, not later than the ; 
year” 1755. ---During an eruption of the 
3 volcano, an immenſe torrent of boiling . 
water ifſued, as is imagined, from the great 
crater of the motintain, and in an inſtant 


pouted e down to its baſe; overwhelming 


4 0 E 1 1 '# * "® 2 and 
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227 g every thing i it met with i in its 


e 21 0 ur conductors ſhewed us the 


traces of this torrent, which are ſtill very 
viſible; but are now beginning to recover 
verdure and vegetation, which for ſome 


time appeared to have been loſt. The track 


it bas left, ſeems to be about a mile and 


. half nne and in ſome n fill ; 


more. n 135 4 nf | 
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F „ through ſome communication be- 


twixt the volcano and the ſea; the abſur- 
dity of which is too glaring to need a re- 
futation. The power of ſuction alone, ven 
ſuppoſing a perfect vacuum, could never 
raiſe water to more than thirty-three or 
thirty-four feet, which is equal to the 


weight of a column of air the whole height 


of the atmoſphere. But this circumſtance, 
I ſhould imagine, might be eaſily enough 
accounted for; either by a ſtream of lava 


I 2 falling 


The common opinion, I find, is, that 
2 water was raiſed by the power of ſuc- 


116 A! TOUR THROUGH 


falling ſuddenly into one of the vallbes of 
ſnow, that oceupy the higher regions of the | 
 movntiin, and meltmg it down : ob n 

I think is ſtilb mode- probable, that the 

melted ſamw, finding vaſt caverns and reſer- 
voice in the mountait, where it is lodged: | 
for ſome time, till. the exceſſive bent of the 


lava below buxſts dhe fides of theſe caverns... | 
produces this phenomenon, which has 


been matter of great ſpeculation to the Si- 


eilian philoſophers, aud has employed the 


pens; of ſeveral of them. The fame. thing 


range in 2 n of. Veſuvius laſt 
fwept away 


about $00 ret hen marching in 


_ proceſſion at the foot of the mountain, to 
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Janes to this. pi we . alli 


ſome beautiful. woods. of cok and ever- 


green oak, growing abſolutely out of the 


lava, the. foil having as yet hardly filled 


the erevices of that porous ſubſtanca; and 


not 
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not a great way farther, I obſerved ſeveral: 
| little mountains that ſeemed to have han 
formed by a late eruption. I diſmounted - / 
from my mule, and elimbed to the top of 
thein all. "They are ſeven in number; every 
ane of them with a regular cup or crater 
on the top, and in ſome the great gulph or 
(as they call it) Voragine, chat had diſcharg< 
mountains are formed, is ſtill open. I 
tumbled ones down into theſe gulphs, and 
heard the noife for a long time after.” All 
the fields round, to a confiderable diftance, 
are covered with large burnt pace * 
r eee A DiE 


From a is not leſs than five.or 

ſix miles to the great cheſnut-trees, through 
foreſts growing out of the lava, in ſeveral 
places almoſt impaſſable. Of theſe” trees 
there are many of an enormous ſize; but 


the Caſtagns de Cento Cavalli is by much i 


the moſt celebrated. 1 have even found it 
I 3 marked 


* 
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1 marked in an old map of Sicily, publiſhed 
near an hundred years ago; and in all ne | 
maps of Etna, and its environs, it makes 
| ' very conſpicuous figure. Ion I was 
, by no means ſtruck with its appearance, as 
it does not ſeem to be one tres, but a 
buſh of five large trees growing together. 
We complained to our guides of the i im- 
poſition; when they unanimonſſy aſſured 
Us, that by the univerſal tradition and even 
teſtimony of the country, all theſe were 
once united in one ſtem; that their grand- 
fathers remembered this, when it was 
looked upon as the glory of the foreſt, and 
viſited from all quarters; that for many years 
paſt it had been reduced to the venerable 
ruin we beheld. ''We began to examine it 
with more attention, and found that there 
was indeed an appearance as if theſe five 
trees had really been once united in one. 
The opening in the middle is at preſent pro- 
disious zious; and it does indeed require faith | 
"Pp believe, that fo "a a f "PRE Was once OCcy 


cupied 


x 
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cupied by ſolid timber- But there is no 
appearance of bark on the inſide of any | 
of the ſtumps, nor on the ſides: that are 
oppoſite to one another. Mr. Glover and 
I meaſured- it ſeparately, and brought it 
exactly to the ſame ſize; viz. 2044 feet round. 
If this was once united i in one ſolid ſtem, it 
muſt with juſtice indeed have been looked 
upon as a very wonderful phænomenon i in 
the vegetable world, and was Nb 
led. the glory of the; Weſt. 
* 3 ace cnn told. hy the Conmaith 
| Recupero, an ingenious eccleſiaſtic of this 
place, that he was at the expence of car- 
rying up. peaſants with. tools to dig round 
the Caſtagno de Cento Cavalli, and he aſ- 
ſures me, upon his honour, that he found 
all theſe ſtems united below ground i in one 
root. I alleged that ſo extraordinary an 
object muſt have been mentioned by many 
of their writers. He told me that it had, 
and produced ſeveral EXAMINE 3 , Philateo, 
14 Carrera, | 
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maps, the i is . ar a 
hat one teee to build u large palace; Their 
pot — ee eee ek 

che ſume kind, perhaps the ſame tree“ 


88 and Malls whe tithe moſt eſteemed 
authors, ſays he has ſeen ſolid oak, upwards 
of 40" feet N but adds, that the ſire 

af the cheſnut-trees was beyond belief, the 

hollow of one of which, he ſays, contained 

300 ſheep; and 30 people on horſeback 


had often been in it at a time. I ſhall not pre- : 


tend to ſay, that this is the fame tree he 
means; or whether it ever was one tree or 
not. There are many others that are well 
deſerving the curioſity of travellers. One \ 
of theſe, about a mile and a half higher 
on the" mountain, 1s called 705 II Caftagno we 
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3 a Wee inter montes eder omni 
Monſtroſi fætum Qpitis Etna dedit. 
Caſtaueam genuit, cujus modo concaya cortex 
ne — haud parvam continet, atque greges, c. 


Galea; 
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_— it riſes from ane tolig "WO" Fa 
rable height, after which it branches 


out, and is z much finer object than che 


a ;T en zu nme 
| There; is'n thind called: pays Ab 


theſe grow on .z thick rich ſoil, formed 
originally, 8 of aſhes thrown out 
Mes "this eden. 


12 
LY 


Some i 3, af is 
e z by LT y - 


ds 


The climate here is much more tem) 
than in the firſt region of Etna, where the 


exceſſive heats muſt ever prevent a very 
Juxuriant vegetation. I found the barome⸗ 


chat is pretty nearly of the ſame ſize; | All 


ter had now faflen to 26: 52s which an- 


nounees an elevation of very near 4000 


feet: equivalent in the opinion of ſome of 
the French academicians, to 18 or 20 de- 


The 


CT 


: 


9 
” 4 «& COU 
\ Me 
l a EY 
: $7. 


1a A TOUR THROUGH? 


The vaſt quantity of nitre contained in . 
the al es of Etna, probably contributes "= 
greatly; to increaſe the luxuriance of this 
vegetation; and the air too, ſtrongly im- | 
_ Pregnated: with it from the ſmoke of the F 
pvpolcano, muſt create- aiconſtant ſupply of 
tis ſalt;/ termeT by ſome; not without rea- 
of vegetables. 0 a v. rng be 
206 An: in D210 ile T ecriieargs af 
"There 3 rl ins of a houſe in the 
inſide of t e. reat cheſnut- tree which had 
built for holding; 1 the fruit it bears, 
e 16 fill conſiderable; here we dined 
Tit excel 
Vnceg. chat it was in. pain to anempt Set- 
ting to the topof the mountain on that ſide, | 
we began to deſcend; and after a very fa- 
tiguing journey over old lavas, now become 
fertile fields and rich vineyards, we arrived 
about ſunſet, at Jaci Raule, where, with no 
| ſmall difficulty, we at laſt got lodging in a 


convent of Dominicans. 


ent appetite, and being con- 


1 


— — 
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The laſt lava we croſſed before our Arrival 
there, i is of a vaſt extent, I thought we never 
ſhould have had done with it; it certainly 

18 not leſs than ſix c or ſeven miles broad, 

and appears in bee ple 0) be of an | 
enormous _ : Henk ne 909 Bark * 


* * N 


36 Rafi AA 16 2 120" f! 0 inis en 
E e we came near the ſea, I was deſir- 
to ſee what form it had aſſumed in 
see with the water. I went to'exa- 
mine i it, and found it had driven back the 
waves for upwards of a mile, and had 
formed a large black high promontory, 
| where before it was deep water. This lava, 
IJ imagined, from its barrenneſs, for it is 
as yet covered with a very ſcanty ſoil, had 
run from the mountain only a few ages 
ago; but was ſurpriſed to be informed by _ 
: Signor Recupero, the hiſtoriographer of , 
Etna, that this very lava is mentioned by 
Diodorus Siculus to have burſt from Etna 
in the time of the ſecond Punic war, when 
; « wk Was belicyed by the Romans. A 
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their arriyal at the foot of the mountain, 


1 5 had cut off their paſſage; and obliged hem 
to return by the back of Etna, upwards of 


— . OE URE Aoeci  agoroy - 
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hment was ſent from Taurominzm to 


the zelief af the ged. They Were 


lava, which having reached , the ſea before 


ro miles about. His authority for this, 


he tells me, as taken from inſcriptions an 


Roman monuments found un chis lava, and 


that it was likewiſe well aſcertained by 


many of the old Sicilian authors. Now. as 


| this is about 2000 years ago, one would 
bave imagined, if lavas have a regular 
pregreſs in becoming fertile fields, chat this 
maſt Jong ago bave become at leaſt arable : 


this however is not the caſe, and it is as 
yet only covered with a very ſcanty vege· 


tation, and incapable of producing either 


corn or vines. There are indeed pretty large 


full of a zich earth; but in all probability 


1 c 


there 


Ropped-.0n: their: march by this ſtream af 
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5 there is enotigh of it to render * land of x 
| * ufe to the eee 
Ih * eurious to erp unt wid + ſurface. 
of this black and barren matter, in proceſs 
of time, becomes one of the moſt fertile 
ſoils- upon earth: But what muſt! be the 
time to briag it to its utmoſt perfection, 
when after 2000 yeats it is ſtill in moſt 
places but à barren rock ?—Its progreſs is 
poſſibly as follows. The lava being x very 
porous ſubſtance, eafily catches the duſt 
lat is carried: ab6at by the wind; which, 
| at firſt, I obſerve only yields a kind ef moſs; 
this rotting, and by degrees increaſing the 
Toll, fore ſmall meagre vegetables are next 
produced ; which rotting in their turn, are 
likewiſe corverted into ſoil. But this pro- 
greſs, I fuppole, is often greatly accelerated 
by ſhowers of aſties from tlie moumtain; as: 
I have obſerved in ſome places the richeſt 
Wil, to the depth of. 5 Or 6 feet and up- 
wards; and ſtill he low 0 nothing but 
rocks 


—— — . 


— . — ln n * 
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III ce ee cocnteaancy 
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- over, the rivulet b el 


{ 


TH ROUGH! T 


126 A rou K 


, rocks of lava. Jo is-in theſe ben dane 
trees arrive at ſuch an im 
roots ſhoot into the crevices of a 5 


— 


and lay ſuch hold of it, that there is no 


inſtance of the winds tearing them up; 


zough there are many, of its breaking 


olf their) largeſt branches. A branch of 
one of dhe great cheſuut: trees, where we 
| paſied yeſterday,1: has fallen. acroſs a deep 


gully, and for ned a very commodious bridge 
w. The people fay i it 

was. done by St. Agatha, the guardian ſaint 

of the, mountain, who has the an. 


EE 


1 1 1 © 7 + 8 
173 1% 20 * is lr ! 


The 05 1 — part of the firſt region of 
Etna, the harveſt i 1s almoſt oyer; but in 


the upper parts of the ſame region, near 


the confines of the Regione ee it will 


not begin for ſeveral nes 


7 ? , ; 
83 . 


The Wk as wy went ae abuſed 


us from all , and more excellent 


black 
2 | 


s | 
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pr 81 1 5 | £% | 1 8 27 | 


black-guards. Lhave never met ak tha val 12 
indeed, our guides were a full mateh for 
ede They began as ſoon as we were 


within hearing, and did not ſinich till we 


were got quite without reach of their 


voices; which they extended as much a as 


they could. A ie mn all-in Selben, we 5 


| dew not wk nn the volbilityi ad 


natural- elocution with which they - ſpoke. 


This cuſtom is as old as the time of the 
Romans, and probably much older, n 


is mentioned by Horace, and others of 
their authors. It is ſtill in vogue here as 


: much'as ever; the maſters encourage it; 
they think it gives them ſpirits, and makes 
the work go on more chearfully; 3 and 1 


believe they are right, for it is amazing 
what pleaſure they ſeemed to take in it, and 
what laughing and merriment it occaſioned. | 


I fas | 


4 
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1 . to- menden dat e . 
—— This: n ere e i 
| by this posts in the fühle of Ai aud Ga- 
aten. It was here thut Acis was ſuppoſed 
e have been killed by Poliphenuis, and the 
—— 1 
ror inſpire ———— the 
yelops, tuns with: great rapidity, 
about a mile from iti ſources throws: del 
dnto che fea. It riſes at ouce out of the 
carth a large ſloeam. les water is remankably 
Pure, and fo. cxwemel cold, that, it is 
reckoned dangerous 10 dunk it; but Iams 
told it has likewiſe a. poiſonous quality, 
which proceeds from its being impr b 
with, vittiul 3. to ſuch. a degree, that oY 


have raiſin, | been Lid: by it. It. never 8 

| 3 + dyes of eld da 1 

than that of i ie Bs 935 l 

11 8 | | | « 
Theſe 
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Theſe particulars I. was: informed of by 


the prieſts at Aci; which-x 


called Aci Aquileia, and ſeveral others wy t 


it, Aci Caſtello, Aci T erra, &c. take their 
names from the unfortunate en wy 


: * f 1 


i ? b 


4 little to hs caſt of nate Acia, 18 the X 
e of the river Alcantara, one of the 


mob ieee in the iſland. It tamed 


al for about 60 miles. Its use "my been 
ſtopped i in many places, by the eruptions of 


the volcano; ſo that ſtrictly ſpeaking, the 


ſkirts of Etna extend much beyond it; 


though it has generally been conſidered as | 
the boundary. We paſſed it on our way 


to Piedmonte, . over a large bridge built 
entirely of lava; and near to this the bed 
of the river is continued for a great way, 
through one of the moſt remarkable, and 
probably one of the moſt antient lavas that 
ever run from Etna. In many places the 
. ö current 
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current. OP: river which is eee 


man cs nike ok at ink. is uy 
gaged in writing the natural hiſtory of 


| Etna, tells me, he had examined this lava 


t attention, and he thinks that its | 


courſe, including} all its windings, is not 
| leſs than 40 miles. It ifſued from a moun- 


in on the north fide of Etna, and finding 


ſome valleys that lay to the eaſt, it took 


its courſe that way, interru pting the Al- 


_ cantara in many places, and at laſt arrived 
at the ſea not far ftom the mouth of that 


The city of Jaci or Aci, and indeed all 


the towns on this coaſt, are founded on 
immenſe rocks of lava, heaped one above 
another, in ſome places to an amazing 
height; for it appears that theſe flaming 
torrents, as ſoon as they arrived at the ſea, 
were hardened into rock, which not yield- 
Sant | + 477, 708 
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* Quique per FEtnzos Acis petit zquora fines, 
Et dulce gratum Nereide perluit unda, . Si. Irar. 


4 
| 


= imagination 


ing any longer to che preſſure of the liquid l 
fire behind; the melted matter continuing þ 
to accumulate, formed a dam of fire, which, 3 | 
in à ſhort time, run over the folid front Sil 

pouring 2 ſecond torrent into the ocean: | 
this was immediately conſolidated, | and | 

| PPE as a anne on. Fl if 
\ ain af the platen on this coaſt ſtill re- 5 ul 
tain their antient names; but the proper- [4 | 

ties aſcribed to them by the ancients are 4 
now no more. The river Acis, which is ii] 
now ſo poiſonous, was of old celebrated [ f 
for the ſweetneſs and ſalubrity of its wa- WY 

ters ; which Theocritus ſays, were ever | | 
held ſacred by che Sicilian ſhepherds. n h 

we were ſurpriſed to find that ſo many | | ö . 

places retained the name of this ſwain, who | 1 

J imagined had never exiſted, but in the I , 
I 
[| 
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Wüngibstloch of the poets: But tl 6 Sicilian ® 
authors ſay, that Acis was the name of a 


"3 king who reigned in this part of the iſland, 


in the time of the moſt remote antiquity; | 
in confirmation of which, Maſſa gives the 
tranſlation of an inſeription found near Aci 

Caſtello f. He is ſaid to have been ſlain in 

a fit of jealouſy by Poliphemus, one of the 
giants of Etna, which gave riſe to the 
fable. Anguillara, a Sicilian poet, in re- 
lating this ſtory gives a tremendous idea of 
the voice of Poliphemus ; the paſſage has 

been greatly admired.” 


« Tremo per troppo horrore ons ; e e Tifeo 
« Fece Wine! la fiamma uſcir gel monte; 3 


2 2 4. — 
7 


1 
oN IX, sATURNIX, ETNEE 
| Doux 
MARTI, FIL IX, UXORI, 
> © > IN PORTU. 21 f 
SEPULCHRUM, TEMPLUM, ET ARCEM 
ö 
FAUNI FILIUS, PICI NEPOS, 
SATURNI PRONEPOS, 
e RAT ER. | 
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. E Pacchino, e Peloro, e Lide : 
« Quaſi attuffar nel mar Valtera fronte; 'Y 
i Cadde il martel di man nel monte Ztneo, 


Pp Al Re di Lenno, a Sterope, e a Bronte; 8 
F. ugir fiere & augei di lor ricetto 


E ſi ſtrinſe ogni madre il viglio al Perto,” 


os, Fou Will obſerve, es th at the ici= 

lian poet cannot in juſtice claim the entire 

merit of theſe lines, as they are evidently 
borrowed from Virgil's deſeription of the 
Pound of the fury Alecto's horn, in the 7th 
Aneid. The laſt line, perhaps the moſt 
beautiful of the whole, is almoſt word for 
word 


60 Et trepidæ matres preſſere ad pectore natos.” 


It has been obſerved too, by ſome critics, 
that even this deſcription of Virgil is not 
his own, but copied from the account that 
Apollonius Rhodius gives of the roaring of 
the dragon that guarded the golden fleece; ſo 

that you ſee there is nothing new under the 
ſun. Rhodius probably ſtole it from ſome- 
1 — 3 3 body 
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body elſe, and fo on; Poets have ever been 
the greateſt of all thieves, and happy it is, 
that poetical theft is no felony ; otherwiſe, 
Jam afraid, Parnaſſus would have been but 
4 thagly, peopled. . 


V 5 b 4 1 5 0 ek 90 3. i 
1 3 S 4 * 2 * , 4 


Farewell; to-morrow v1 hal endeavour to 
bring you up with us; for at preſent you 
will pleaſe to obſerve, that vou have got. no 
farther than the eity of Jaci; and have ſtill 

many extinguiſhed volcanos to ſs before 
your , el ee ae 


Ever eli . 


Fd 
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HE 55 Kom gel e to alias ne is en- 
tirely over lava, and conſequently very 
 Fatiguing and troubleſome: Within a few 
miles of that place, we counted eight 1 moun- 
tains formed by eruption, with every one 
its crater, from whence the burat matter 
was diſcharged. Some of theſe are very 
higb, and of a great compals. It appears 
evidently, that the eruptions' of mount 
Etna have formed the whole of this coaſt, 
and in many places have driven back the 
ſea for ſeveral miles from its antient boun- 
dary. The account the Sicilian authors 
give of the conflict betwixt theſe two ad- 
verſe elements is truly tremendous ; and in 


relating it, they ſeem to have been ſhaken 
with horror. Conceive the front of a tor- 
rent of fire, ten miles in breadth, and 

No K 4 heaped 
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heaped up to an enormous height, rolling 
down the mountain, and pouring its flames 
into the ocean? The noiſe, they aſſure 
us, is infinitely more dreadful than the 

loudeſt thunder; and is heard through the 
whole country to an immenſe diſtance. The 
water ſeemed to retire and diminiſh before 
the fire, and to confeſs its ſuperiority ; 
yielding up its poſſeſſions, and contracting 
its banks, to make room for its imperious 
maſter, who commands it: Thus far 
« ſhalt thou come, and no farther. The 
clouds of ſalt vapour darken the face of the 
ſun, covering up this ſcene, under a veil 
of horror and of night; and laying waſte 
every field and vineyard in theſe regions 
of the iſland. The whole fiſh on the coaſt 
are deſtroyed, the colour of the ſea itſelf is 
changed, and the tranſparency of its waters 
loſt for many months. 


There are three rocks of lava at ſome little 
diäſſtance from ſhore, which Pliny takes fre- 
e quent 
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quent notice of, and calls them the Three 


Cyclops. It is pretty ſingular, that they 


ere till rates by ms ſame name. 


'T by Goin of S Hons been very re- 
tarkable and will ever appear fabulous. 
It is ſituated immediately at the foot of this 
great volcano, and has been ſeveral times 


deſtroyed by it: That indeed is not extra- 


ordinary; it would have been much more 
ſo had it eſcaped ; but what I am going to 


relate, is a ſingularity that probably never 


happened to any city but itſelf, It -was 
always in great want of a port; till-by an 
eruption in the 16th century, and no doubt, 
by the interpoſition of St. Agatha, what 

was denied them by nature, they received 
from the generoſity of the mountain. A 
ſtream of lava, running into the ſea, form- 
ed a mole which no expence could have 


furniſhed them. This laſted for ſome tine 


a ſafe and commodious harbour, till at laſt, 


5 * a ſubſequent eruption, it was entirely 


filled 


. wt CBE „1 
—— ——— 
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filled up and demoliſhed; ſo that probably 


the poor ſaint had much funk in her credit; 
for at this unfortunate period, her mira- 


culous veil, looked upon as the greateſt 
treaſure of Catania, and eſteemed an in- 


t fallible remedy againft earthquakes and vol. 


canos, ſeems: to have loft its virtue. The 
torrent burſt over the walls, ſweeping away 
the images of every ſaint that were placed 
there to oppoſe it; and laying waſte great 
part of this beautiful city, poured into the 


ſea. However, the people ſay, that at that 
time they had given their ſaint yery Juft 


provocation, but that ſhe has long ago 
been reconciled to them; and has promiſed 


| never to ſuffer the mountain to get the 
better of them for the future. Many of 


them are ſo thoroughly convinced of this 
{for they are extremely ſuperſtitious) that 1 


really believe if the lava were at their. walls, 
they would not be at the pains to remove 


their effects. Neither is it the veil of St. 
. alone, that "hoy think poſſeſſed of 
this 
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this wonderful dominion over the moun- 
tain ; but every "thing that has touched 
that piece of ſacred attire, they ſuppoſe is 

impregnated in a leſſer degree with the 

| ame miraculous properties. Thus there 
are A number of little bits of cotton and 
linen fixed to the veil; which, after being 
bleſfed by the biſhop, are ſuppoſed to ac- 
quire power enough to ſave any perſbni's 
| houſe or garden; and wherever this expe- 
dient has failed, it is always aſcribed to the | 
want of faith of the perſon, not any watit 
of efficacy in the veil. However, they 
tell you many ſtories of theſe bits of cotton 
being fixed to the walls of houſes and 
vineyards, and preſerving them entirely 
5 from the conflagration. : 


On our arrival at Catania, we were 
amazed to ſind, that in ſo noble and beauti- 
ful a city, there was no ſuch thing as an 
inn. Our guides, indeed, conducted us to 
of houſe they Salve ſuch; but it was fo 

wretchedly | | 
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E n mean and dirty, that we were 
obliged to look out for other lodgings; and 


by the aſſiſtance of the Canonico Recupero, 5 


for whom we had letters, we ſoon found 


ourſelves comfortably lodged in a convent. 


The prince of Biſcaris (the governor of the 


place) a perſon of very great merit and di- 
ſtinction, returned our, viſit this forenoon, 
and made us the moſt, obliging offers. 


| He rs obligingly 3 | 


. to be our Cicerone, has ſhewn us ſome cu- 


rious remains of antiquity ; but they have 
been all ſo ſhaken and ſhattered by the 


mountain, that hardly wed ming 1 is to be 
: found entire. 


Near to a vault, which is now thirty feet 
below ground, and has probably been a bu- 
.rial place, there is a draw-well, where there 

are ſeveral ſtrata of lavas, with earth to a 
conſiderable thickneſs over the ſurface of 
each ſtratum. Recupero has made uſe of 
12 this 
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this as an argument to prove che great an- 
tiquity of the eruptions of his mountain. 


For if it requ ires two thouſund years or 


upwards to form but a ſcanty foil on the 


ſurface of a lava, there muſt have been 


more than that ſpace of time betwixt each 


of the eruptions which have formed theſe 


ſtrata. But what ſhall we fay of a pit 


they ſunk near to Jaci, of a great depth ? 


They pierced through ſeven diſtinct lavas 
one under the other, the ſurfaces of which 


were parallel, and moſt of them covered- 
with a thick bed of rich earth. Now, ſays 


he, the eruption which formed the loweſt 


of theſe lavas, if we may be allowed to 


reaſon from analogy, muſt have flowed 


from the mountain at leaſt 14000 years ago. 


Recupero tells me he is exceedingly em- 
barraſſed, by theſe diſcoveries, in writing 
the hiſtory of the mountain.— That Moſes 
hangs like a dead weight upon him, and blunts 
all his zeal for inquiry; for that really he 

” 1 
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ments from à Roman. | 
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* 


he biſhop, who is firenuouſly orthc 

|; for it is an excellent ſee · has already warn- 
ed him to be upon his guard: and not to 
pretend to be a better natural hiſtorian | 


Moſes; nor to preſume to urge any | 
| that may in the ſmalleſt degree be deemed 
contradiQory to his facred ee Agi ieu. 
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a — HIS morping v we e went to ſee the houſe 
and muſeum of the prince of Biſcaris; 
3 in antiques, is inferior to none I 


have ever ſeen, except that of the king of ; 


Naples at Portici. . What adds greatly to 
the value of theſe is, that the prince him- 


ſelf has had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing moſt 


of them brought to light. He, has dug 
them out of the ruins of the antient theatre 
of Catania, at an incredible. expence ; but 


happily his pains have been amply repaid, 


by the number and variety of curious ob- 
jects he has diſcovered. It would be end- 
leſs to enter into an enumeration of them; 
even during our ſhort ſtay, we had the ſa- 
tisfaction of ſeeing part of a rich Corin- 


thian cornice, _ ſeveral Pieces of ſtatues, 
produced 
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produced again to the light, after lying for 
ſo many ages in darkneſs and oblivion, His 


a Dube ee of medals, cameios, and intaglios 


is likewiſe very princely, and fo are the 
en in natural hiſtory: but the polite 
and amiable t behaviour of the owner, gives 5 
more Pleaſure han all his curioſities. :Þ e 
did not, oſtentatiouſly, like the prince of 
Wil Franck,” tell us, that his houſe and 
carriages were at our command; ; büt with 
out an hikt being given” "of it, we found 
"tis coach Waiting at our dor; and "we 8 
hall pro ably be obliged to make uſe of it 
during bur Ray. His family conſiſts of the 
— Princeſs is wife, a ſon; and a daughter, 
who. ſeem to emulate each other in benig- 
nity. They put me in mind of ſome happy 
families I have ſeen in our own country, 


but reſemble nothing we have yet met witk 


on the continent. He is juſt now building 
2 curious villa on a Promontory formed by 
the lava of nr The ſpot where the 
hoo?! Was — at leaſt 50 feet 

5074. e 
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peda. and the height of the lava 


This He 1 v wr out ie to 
examine the capricious forms and ſingular 


appearances that this deſtructive branch 


has aſſumed in laying waſte the country. 
'T had not gone far when I ſpied a magni- 


ficent building at ſome diſtance, which / 
ſeemed to ſtand on the higheſt part of it. 
My curioſity led me on, as I had heard no 


mention of any palace on this ſide of the 
city. On entering the great gate, my ſur- 


priſe was à good deal increafed on obſerv- 


ing a facad -almoſt equal to that of Ver- 
ſailles; an oble ſtaireaſe of white marble, 
and every ching that announced a royal 
magnificence. I had never heard that the 


and yet I could not account for what L. 
in any other Way. 1 2 the vaſt 
Wor 2 fo "i | | front , 
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Hront befbre me Had been the whole of * 
Palace; ; but conceive my amazement, wben 
on turning the corner, IU another front 
of equal greatneſs; and diſcovered that 
en T had 1 was Amcor one de of f a 
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7 . was no ee in + doubt; well i ktiowiih: | 
"hat the church alone could be miſtreſs of 
uch magnificence. T haſtened home to 
communicate this: diſcovery to my friends; 
when 1 found the Canonico Recupers al- 
ready with thiem. He abuſed me exceed- 
ingly for preſuming to go out without ur 
Cicerone, and declared he had never been 
ſo much difappointed in his life; as he had | 
ecdme on purpoſe to: carry us there, and to 
enjoy our ſurpriſe and aſwniſhment. He 
then toll us, that it was no other chan 2 
_ .*conveat of fat Benediſtine .motiks; who 
were determined to make ſure of a paradiſe, 


at ee in this » world, if one? the other. 
He 
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Ile added that they were worth about 
15,0001; a year; an immenſe ſum indeed 


Lor this nee e . 


£ 


We went with e to pay our re- 


ſpects to theſe ſons of humility; temperance, 


and mortification ; and we muſt own, they 
received and entertained us with great 
civility and politeneſs, | and even without 
oſtentation. Their muſeum 1 is little infe- 


rior to that of the prince of Biſcaris, and 


the apartments that contain it are much 
more magnificent. But their garden is the 
greateſt curioſity: Although it be formed 
on the rigged and barren ſurface of the 
lava, it hasa variety and a neatneſs ſeldom 
to be met with, The walks are broad, and 
paved with flints; and the trees and hedges 
(which, by the by are in a bad taſte, and cut 
into a number of ridiculous: ſhapes) thrive 


exceedingly. The whole foil muſt have 
been brought from a great diſtance, as the 


ſurface of this lava (only 1 50 Fears old) 
L 2 1s 
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knitted, 3 be one of the» inef 
Europe; but as it is founded on the ſur- 
Face of the porous and brittle lava; part of 
the foundation has given way to the pref- 
ſure of ſo huge a fabric; and ſeveral of the 
large arches that were intended to form the 
different chapels, have already fallen down. 
Only the welt limb of the croſs (not a fifth 
of the whole) is finiſhed ; and * this 
alone makes a very ſine church. Here 
hey have the fineſt organ I ever heard, 
; even rage Fennk, to that at Harlem, 


| 


We went next to examine where the. 
lava had ſcaled the walls of Catania. It 
muſt have been a noble ſight. The walls 
are 64 palms high, (near 60 feet) and of 
a great ſtrength; otherwiſe they muſt have 
been borne down. by the force of the 
; flaming matter which roſe over this height, 
and ſeems to. have mounted conſiderably 

| above 
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above the top of the wall. before it and its 


entry; at laſt it came down, ſweeping be- 


fore it every faint in the calendar, Who 
were drawn up in order of battle on pur 
poſe to oppoſe its paſſage ; ; and marching 
on in triumph, annihilated, i in a manner, 
every object that dared to oppoſe it. 
Amongſt other things, it covered up ſome 
fine fountains; ; one of which was ſo meh 
| eſteemed, that they have at a great expence 
pierced through the lava, and have now 
recovered their favourite ſpring.” This ex- 
cavation is a. very curious work, and wor- 
thy of the attention of travellers, 
"Cas"? is looked upon as one of the 
moſt ancient cities in the iſland, or indeed 
in the world. — Their legends bear, that it 
was founded by the Cyclops, or giants of 
Etna, ſuppoſed to have been the firſt in- 
habitants of Sicily after the deluge; and 
ſome of the Sicilian writers pretend chat it 
was built by Deucalion and Pyrrha as ſoon 
L 3 1 
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as the waters ſubſided, and they had got 
down again to the foot of the mountain. 

Its ancient name was s Catetna, or r the city _ 
of _ 8 


1 is now ee the third 6 in Tap 
kingdom; though ſince. Meſſina was de- 
ſtroyed by the plague, it may well be 
conſidered as the ſecond. It contains up- 
wards of 30,000 inhabitants; has an uni- 
verſity, the only one in the iſland ; and 
a biſhopricx. The biſhop? s revenues are 
conſiderable, and ariſe principally from 
the ſale of the ſnow on mount Etna. 
One ſmall portion of which, lying on the 
north of the mountain, is ſaid to bring 
him in upwards of 1000 J. a year; for Etna 
'Furniſhes ſnow and Tee, not only to the 
whole iſland of Sicily, but likewiſe to 

Malta and a great part of Italy, and makes 
a very conſiderable branch of commerce; 
for even the peaſants i in theſe hot countries, 
regale i with ices during the 
: ſummer 
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ſummer — and there is no — 
2 given by the nobility, of which theſe 
do not always make a principal part: a 
famine of ſnow, they themſelves ſay, would 
be more grievous, than a famine of either 
corn or wine, It is a common obſervation 
amongſt them, that without the ſnows of 
mount Ætna, their ifland could not be in- 
habited ; fo eſſential has this article of 
luxury become to them. But Etna not 
ouly keeps them cool in ſummer, but like- 
wile keeps them warm in winter; the fuel 
for the greateſt part of the and being car- 
ried from the immenſe and inexhauſtible 
foreſts of this volcano, and conſtitutes too, 
a very large branch of commerce. But 
this amazing mountain perpetually carries 
me away from my ſubject; I was ſpeaking 
of this city. What of it was ſpared by the 
eruption 1669, was totally ruined by the 
fatal earthquake 469 3; when the greateſt 
part of its inhabitants were buried under 
the walls of their houſes and churches. 

| L 4 1 - Lets \ 
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Vet, after ſuch repeated, an duch Aimar 


0 


diſaſters, ſo ſtrange is their infatuation, 5 
that they never cauld be prevailed upon to 
change their ſituation. The whole city was 
ſoon rebuilt, after a new and ap elegant 
plan, and is now much handſomer than 
ever. There is ſcarce any doubt, that in 
ſome future commotion of the mountain, 
it will be again laid in aſhes, But at pre- 
ſent they are in perfect ſecurity: The Vir- 
gin and St. Agatha have both engaged to 
Protect them; and under their banner they 
hold Etna, with all the devils it nn : 
at Farne e * 2h 


TS 


| There are many remains of antiquity. in 
this city, but indeed moſt of them are in 
a very ruinous tate. One of the moſt 
remarkable is an elephant of lava, with 
an ' obeliſk of Egyptian granite on his 
back. There are likewiſe conſiderable 
remains of a great theatre, beſides the one 
belonging to the 5 of Bi ſcaris; 


= 
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large bath almoſt entire; the ruins of the 


great aqueduct, 18, miles long; the ruins. 


of ſeveral temples, one of Ceres, another of 


Vulcan: The church called Bocca di Fuoco 
was likewiſe a temple. But the moſt entire 
of all, is a ſmall rotundo, which, as well 
as the pantheon at Rome, and ſome others 
to be met with in Italy, in my opinion, 
demonſtrates that form to be the” moſt 


durable of any. 


1 has now A 7 FO ; purified 
from all the infection contracted from the 
heathen rites, and is become a chriſtian 


church, dedicated to the bleſſed Virgin; b 
who has long been conſtituted univerſal 


legatee, and executrix to all the ancient 
goddeſſes, celeſtial, terreſtrial, and infernal : i 
and, indeed, little more than the names are 


changed, the things continuing pretty much 
the ſame as ever. The Catholicks them- 


ſelves do not attend to it: but it is not a 
ine, curious to conſider, how ſmall i is th 
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deviation, in almoſt every article of their 

preſent xites from thoſe of the antients,. 1 

have ſume where ſeen an obſervation, which 

ſeems to be a juſt ohe: That during the 
long reign of heatheniſm, ſuperſtition hac 
akogether exhauſted her talent for inven» 
tion; ſo that when a ſuperſtitious ſpirit > 
ſeized chriſtians, they were under a neceſ- 
firy of borrowing from their predeceſſors, 
and imitating ſome part of their idolatry, 
This appears to be ſtrictly the caſe. I took 
notice of i it to Signor R, who is not 
the moſt zealous ſeftary in the world, and | 
who frankly « owned wad truth of the ob- ; 


. Tots ped 


In ſome places the very ſame images ſtill 
remain: They have only chriſtened them; 
and what was Venus or Proſerpine, is now 
Mary Magdalene, or the Virgin. The ſame 
ceremonies are daily performed before theſe 
images; 5 In the ſame language, and nearly 
1 * the fame manner. The faints are per- 
D ly 
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petually coming down in perſon, and 
working miracles; as the heathen gods did 
of old. The walls of the temples are co- 
vered with the vows of pilgrims, as they 
were formerly. The holy water, which 
was held in ſuch deteſtation by the firſt 
chriſtians, is again revered, and ſprinkled 
about with the ſame devotion as in the 
time of paganiſm. The ſame incenſe is 
| burnt, by prieſts arrayed in the ſame man- 

with the ſame grimaces and genu- 
- _— before the ſame images, and in 
the ſame temples too. In. ſhort, ſo nearly 
do the rites coincide, that. were the pagan 
high-prieſt to come back, and re- aſſume his 
functions, he would only have to learn 
a few new names ; to get the Maſs, the 
Paters, and the Aves by heart; which 
would be much eaſier to him, as they are 
in a language he underſtands, but which 
his modern ſucceſſors are often, 1gnorant 
of. Some'things, to be ſure, would puzzle 
him; and he would ſwear that all the 
myſteries 


3 
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| myſteries. of Eleuſis were. nothing to the 
amazing myſtery of tranſubſtantiation; the 
only one that ever attempted to ſet both 


our underſtanding and our ſenſes at 5 
defiance, | and - baffles equally all the 5 
faculties both of the ſoul and body. 


Ale would, likewiſe, be a good deal at 


aà loſs. to account for the ſtrange metamor- 5 

phoſis of ſome of his old friends. That 
(he would ſay) I can well remember, was 
the ſtatue of Venus Meretrix, and was 


_* only worſhipped by the looſe and volup- 
| tuous- She ſeems to be wonderfully 
improved ſince you made her a chriſtian ; | 
for I find ſhe is now become the great pro- 


tectreſs of chaſtity and of virtue. Juno 


too, who was ſo implacable and ſo re- 
vengeful, you have ſoftened down into a 

very moderate fort of deity; for I ob- 
ferve you addreſs her with as little fear 
or ceremony as any of the reſt of them; . 
I wiſh vou would make the Furies chriſ- 
tians too, for ſurely they would be much 5 


che | 
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the better for it. But obſerving the figure 
of St. Anthony, he would exclaim with 
aſtoniſhment. But what do 1. behold 1 


Jupiter, the ſovereign of gods and men, 
with a ragged cloak over his ſhoulders! 


What a humiliating ſpectacle! Well do 1 


remember, with what awe we bent before 


that once reſpectable image. But what has 
become of the thunderbolt, which he held 


L in his hand to chaſtiſe the world; and what 
is that he has got in its place? His con- 


ductor would tell him, that it was only a 
piece of rope, with knots upon it, to chaſ- 
tiſe himſelf; adding, that he was now 
doing penance for his long uſurpation - 
and that the thunder had long ago been 
put into better hands. However, he would 
ſoon find, that even theſe ſaints ſometimes 
change their names, according to the en- 


thuſiaſtic caprice of the people; and from 


tis veriatitity, he would ſtill be in hopes, 


in proceſs of time, to ſee his friend Jupiter Fl 


re- aſſume his bolt and his dignity, 
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| aue ef Jupiter in the capitol, he p 


tender. Beſides, added he, I think there 


zs rather a greater probability that his turn 8 


will come round again, than that of your 
hero; I ſhall therefore endeavour to Keep 


e 
l Mithin * 8 of my own 


obſervation, I can ecolle& ſome of the 


moſt. capital ſaints in the calendar, who 
have been diſgraced by the people, and | 


new names given to their ſtatues. When 


we were in Portugal laſt war, the people 
of Caſtel Branco were ſo enraged at St. An- 


tonio, 
* 8 
0 
o > . [+ 


ginal?, One e, he pad the 2 


— was nnn. —A ja ac 


Well with him, and hope he will never for- 
get that I took notice FE IOE” time 
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tonio, for allowing the Spaniards to plun- 
der their town, contrary, as they affirmed, 
to his expreſs agreement with them, that 
they broke many of his ſtatues to pieces; 
and one that had been more revereil than 
| the reſt, they took the head off, and clap- 
ped on one of St. Francis in its place 
whoſe name the ſtatue ever after retained. 
Even the great St. Januarius himſelf, I 
am told, was in imminent danger -during 
che laſt famine at wee ; Aae pond 
2 him with abuſe ol peat 
declared point-blank, that if he did not 
proeure them corn by ſuch a time, he ſhould 
no longer be their faint. However, ſuch 
inſtances are but rare; and in general the 
poor catholichs ure fully indetnnified. for 
theſe ſudden fits of paſſion and reſentment, 
/ | from the full perſuaſion of the immediate 
preſence and protection of their deve 
. | 
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1 1 have obſerved, rhe Pleaſure; ith; | 


glo of gratitude and affection that has 
animated tlieir countenances ; and am per- 
ſuaded that the warmth” of "enthuſiaſtic 
devotion they often feel before their fa- 

wourite n / particularly” their female 2 


Weben i perbape, 
pure and delicate \fofarions: of the walt 
reſpectful love. I own I have ſometimes 
envied them their feelings; and in A 
3 heart eurſed the pride of reaſon and Phi- 
. loſophy, with all its cool and taſteleſs 
triumph, that lulls into a kind of ſtoical 
apathy theſe moſt exquiſite ſenſations of the 
ſoul. Who would nat chuſe to be deceived, 
when the deception raiſes! in him. theſe 
delicious paſſions, that are ſo worthy of the 
human heart; and for which, of all others, 
it: ſeems; to be the moſt fitted? But if 
once you have ſteeled it over with the hard 
and impenetrable temper of philoſophy ; 


theſe en threads of weakneſs and af- 
fection, 


if 


Stehr AND MAETA. tht 
fectioa that were ſo pliable, and ſo eaſily 
tied, Become hard and inflexible; and for 
ever loſe cat delicate tone of ſenſbility that 
put them igto à kind of uniſon and vibrh- 
1d U 7 Fbr it 18 
certainly true, What Aus been: fg of oe 
Patt of bar ſpecies, and may. alcioſt wiel! 


1 eee e ee 


joſtice-be applied to the whõle“ : 
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'F 1 Doctor Tide t told me, 


had a patient that actually died of love for | 


Chriſtʒ and hen in the laſt extremity, 


ſee) emed till, to, enjoy the. greateſt. happt- 


neſs calling upon him with, all, the fond- 
neſs of the 
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5 from what Lhave ofien Jean, before the | 
ſtatues of the Virgin and St, Agatha, lam 
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me ſacred writers, who ofte ten  repraſent God | 
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fea of dhe ney ite you to 
4 him fa beg eta material, 
yet whoſe eſſence penetrates all” matter; 
- who has w 
oſe extenſion 5 equally boundleſs with 
His duration; who fills ang pe rades mil- 
lions of worlds, and : animates every object 
"oor contain; and n in the ſublime 


125 


# * Gy. 
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. Thel changu thro? all 4 get in li che fame 
Ta eat in che garth, as in th! thetial frame: 


Warms in the ſun, refreſhes in the breeze 26, 


| a 6¹⁸ wi in the ſtats, and SEE in the t trees z 
* LAvEg thfé“ all WE,” extends tfrb all tile} 
; by  Spreatls/ undivided, operates uhſpent. ' 


1 1 no low, no great, av. ſmall 
e ls he unds, connect, and equals all,” 


Fa 21 I c 


Wet "wtll Ws" your tHagike ke Köal 0 


think or futh 4 bethg ? 1 am Arad his 


| titidebfatiding Would be fo bewildered, © t hat 
he Whid not think ät all. Büt ſet 0 : 


befor& him the figure of a file woman, wi 


4 benhtiful child in her arms, the” miolt | 


intereſting object itt nate! and tell Bim 
u proecte ith every thitig he wants ; 
be ktidvvs perfealy well what the is [about ; 
feels hithfelf” aflltnatel by the oby ed, an 
prays i let with of his TO OY, 


Adieu. ww ark golng to be very bh . 
and are preparing every chit for © one of 
the greatelt objetts of dur expelitlen; be 
kin Hitt of moôttit Etna. Indeed, me 
M2 have 
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ſuct ſs. | Kees ee Us, Wa Fa As 
is not far enough advanced yet, by ſome 
monthaz and that he does not think it will 
de poſſible to get near the ſummit of the 
mountain. ehe laſt + winter, he lays, was 
ſo uncommonly ſevere, that the circle of 
ſnow extended much nearer the foot of the 
mountain than uſual that although this | 
circle i is now greatly contracted, it ſtill ex- 
tends nine or ten miles below the erater.— N 
; He adyiſes us to return this way EE the 
month of Auguſt ;. and, if! oſſible, m 
Etna the laſt part of our expedition. 
| we do not ſueceed to-morrow, we 1 ſhall pro- ; 
| babiy follow his advice; 7 but we are all de- 
termined to make a bold puſh for it. The | 
weather 18 the moſt favourable that can be 
imagißed; 5 Here is a delightful evening; 
and by the ſtar-light” we can obſerve the 
ſmoke rolling down the ſide of the moun- 


tain. "bike A vaſt. OM Recu ero tops 
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SIOFLY'AND MATE T A. 165 
chis is a ſure indication of the violence of 
the cold in theſe exalted regions of the at- 
moſphere, which condenſes the : vapour, and 

makes it fall down, the moment it iſſues 
out of the crater. He adviſes us, by all 
means, to provide plenty of Iaqueurs, warm 
fur cloaks, and hatchets to cut wood; as) 
we ſhall probably be obliged to paſs the 
night i in the open air, in a climate, he al- 
; ſpres us, as cold as that of Greenland. "If 


is very fiogular if this be true; 3 for at pre- 
ſent we are melting with heat, in thin ſuits. 
of taffeta. Adieu. You ſhall know i it all 
on our return, if we d not ſhare the fate 


of Empedocles, 


. 


Ever yours. 
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JN, the 1 by Sendet, we e fer off. 


a vi ht mougt, Etna, that venerable 
and reſpectable father of mountains. Hi g 


baſe, : and his W declivities, a are o- 
rered over with a numerous progeny f 
bis ont for every great eruption pro- 

duc ces. 2 new mounyain ; 5g and perhaps, by 
the. n umber of theſe, b better than. by any 
other method, 1 number of eru tions, and 6 


183k 18; 


the age of mw itſelf, might be a a certained. 


The . moyntain i is Sided into three 

giſtinct regions, called La Regione Culta, or 
| Piedmontęſe, The Fertile Region; la Re- 
gione Sylweſa, or Nemorofe, The Woody 
Region ; and Ja Regione Deſerta, or Scar 
perty The Barren Region. 


Thel 
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-Theſe three are as different; both in ell 
mute and productions; ds the tlifee zones 


of the ert; and perhaps, with equal pro” 
ptiety, might lia ve been ſtyled the Torrid, 


the Temipernte, and the Frigid zone. THe 
firſt region ſurrounds the foot of the moun- 
tl, And conſtitutes the möſt fertile corin= 
try in tlie world on alt ſides of it, to the ex. 
tät of about fourteen or fifteen miles, 
Were the wootly region begins. It is 
compofsd almoff entirely of lava, which, 


after a number of ages, is at laſt converted 


1 pr moſt fertile of all ſoils, 


At Nicoloft, iel 18 tare miles up! 


the mountain, we found the barometer at 


27: 12 25 a Catiniz it ſtood at 29 9823 at 


Gba wy former elevation is not vety 
great, probably not exceeding 3060 feet,” 
yet the climate was totally changed. At 
Catarija the harveſt was entirely over, WY 7 
the heats" were inſupportable; : here they 1 


were e moderate, and in many places the 
. corn 


of 
— .üꝛ! . in he ont Mi La 
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corn, ĩs as yet, green. The road; far theſe 
twelve miles is the worſt I ever — 


entirely over old lavas, and the mo 


extinguiſhed volcanos, now: converted. into. 


KF 1 4 4 28 * x | 2 7 4 


The froit of this region. is 8 ihe 
fineſt in Pigs inen, the big. of. 


© © eas 


thels of a very Ine Gam — * 8 
rior in, gavour to all the reſt, an ene 


is peeuliar to Etna. . gb ' 


* 
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The lavas, hace a as S rr Alben ſaid 
form this region of the mountain, take their 


riſe from an infinite number of the. moſt. 


beautiful little mountains. on earth, which 
are every where. ſcattered on the immenſe 
declivity of Etna. ; Theſe are all of a re- 
gular figure j either that of A cone, or a 
ſemiſphere; and all, but a very few, are 
covered with beautiful trees, and the richeſt 
verdure : 5 Every eruption generally forms 


one | 


„„ 


sic II T AND: MALTA. 1 


3 one of theſe mountains. As the: great 


crater of Etna itſelf is raiſed to ſuch an 


enorinous height above the lower regions: 
of the mountain, it is not poſſiblez hat 
the internal fire raging for a vent, even 


| round:the baſe, and no doubt vaſtly below 

1 it, ſhould be carried to the height of twelve 
or thirteen thouſand feet, for probably ſo 

high is the ſummit of Etna. It has there- 
fore generally happened, that after ſhaking 
the mountain and its nei ighbourhood' for 


ſome time, it at laſt burſts open its ſide, 


and this is called an eruption. At firſt it 
only ſends forth a thick ſmoke and ſhowers 
of aſhes that lay waſte the adjacent country: 
Theſe are ſoon followed by red hot ſtanes, 
and rocks of a great ſize, thrown to an im- 
menſe height in the air. The fall of theſe 
ſtones, together with the quantities of aſhes 


diſcharged at the ſame time, at laſt form 
the ſpherical and conical mountains I have 


mentioned. Sometimes this proceſs. is 
hniſhetl e in the courſe of a few days, ſome- 
times 
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5 carried up into the er crater of the mountain; 


nonths; which was the 
cafe jai/the! great eruption 1669. Im that 


cuſe the mountain formel is of a great fine: 
forme of them are not leſs than ſeven oy 


cight miles round, and up würds of | 1006: 


fees in perpendicular height; oheragro nor 
eee . 
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After the ne mountain. ie formed, the 
generally burſts out from its lower ſide | 


and bearing every. thing; before it, is for 
tte moſt / part terminated by the ſea. This 
is the common, progreſs of an eruption; 
however, it ſometimes happer 


ne, thong 
rarely; that the laws burſts. at ones from 

the, ſide of the mountain, without all theſe 
attending circumſtances ; and: this is com- 
monly" the caſe with the eruptions-of Ve- 
ſuvius, where the elevation being! ſo much 


e exhibits dhe phenomena have 
deſcribed ; 


sie AUB Apr oo y 


feet 4 kcharging: ſhowers of "fenes* _ 
ad aſhes from the month ef the- veleans . 
without forming any new mauntzi; hut 
only adding conſiderably to the heigbe f 
the old * till at-laft Wanne _ 
crater; and — i declared. 08 
has literally been the caſe with two erup- 
tions I have been an attentive-witneſs- of 
in that mountain; but Ztna is upon a much 
larger ſcale, and one crater is not enough 
to en e to ne oceans of pram 


n 
Pe 


Nah e e me, he five ina 42 erup- 
tion of. that mountain large rocks of fire: 
diſcharged to the: height of ſome thouſand: 
feet, with:a noiſe much more terrible than 
that of thunder. He meaſuredt from the: 
time of theix gregteſt elevation tilt they; 
reached: the ground, and found they tooE 
tyyentyvone ſaconds to deſcendi; which, 
according; to the rule of the ſpaces; being as. 
the ſquares of the times, amounts, I think, 

to 


0 run THROUGH: 


5 tente f morn) Abe eight the | 
Saeed Veſuvius by the ſame rule, 
d an of * Ne 1 


na, Wien inen ws. they has riſen pos 
little ane ha- 100 Mts: Wat ofa 
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Our landlopd a1 at] ly Re" Eoin us an ac- 
count of the ſingular fate of the beautiful | 
country near Hybla, at no great diſtance 
from hence; It Was 0 celebrated for its 
fertility, and particul dy for its honey, that 
it was called Mel Paſh til it was over- 
vwhelmed by the lava of Etna; and having 
then become totally batren, by a kind of 
pun its name was, changed to Mal Paſſi. In 
4 ſecond eruption, by a ſhower of aſhes 
from the mountain, it ſoon re- aſſumed its 
daten ene aud Were . . 


years was Gled Bel Paſſi. Laſt of ay in 
the unfortunate #ra'of 1669, it was: again 


laid under an ocean of fire/ and reduced 


7, ſince Whien 
time it is known again by ity ſecond ap- 


to the moſt wretched fterilit 


pellation of Mal Paſſi. However, the lava, 


in its courſe over this beautiful country, 


has left ſeveral little iſlands or hitlocks ; 
2 enough to ſhew what it formerly was. 


Theſe make a ſingular appearance, in all 


| the bloom of the moſt luxuriant vegetation, 


ſurrounded and rendered almoſt inacceſſible 


by large fields of black and rugged lava. 


The mountain from whenee the firſt erup- 


tion iſſued, that covered the Mel Paſſi, is 
known by the name of Monpelieri; I was 
ſtruck with its beautiful appeararice! at a 
diſtance, and could not reſiſt the deſire T 
had of examining it minutely, as well as 
of obſerving the effects of the two erup- 
tions that overwhelmed this celebrated 
auf. | 


Mon- 


— 


eight ab re. ee N 

egular on every fide; arid ib 

> Bap eee with fruits add flowers, 
I could not leave fo Heavetily à ſpot, 
without the greateſt regret Its cup or eratet 
proportiow to thie mountafn, anti 

| lows exactly kedlowed wares the: beſt made 
bowl. I walked quite round its outward 
edge, and think the eireumferenee aut de 
em more than a ban. 


We 
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"Thism mountain 66: en n ae lt 
en that deſtroyed. the eouitry of Mel 
Paſſi, and is of a very old date. It buried 
. great number of villages and country 
> - which axe more regreited than all the veſt, 
| on account of three ſtatues, Golan [at 
that time the moſt perfeck in the ifland, 
? They have attempted, but in vaim to re- 
cover them ; as the ſpot where the churches 
F | nd 


s AN AHT A. 6 


iſingd « uldin never be juſtly aſcertained. In- 

deed. it 48; 1 nen eee 
phy 5 eee, ade When 
it comes into contact with a torrent: af new 
exrupted matter: An Maſſa fays; that in 
dame eruptions of = the” . had 
-twolity, that in the er. of e 
Churches, palaces; and villages, have deen 
entirely melted: down, andithe whote run 
off in fuſion without leaving the leaſt mark 


has had any conſiderable time to eo this 
Thing Ren n 


The grest eruption of 1669, as Baking 
the whole country around for four months, 
and forming a very large moumain of 
ſtones and aſhes, burſt out about a mile 

above Monpeleri, and deſcending Hike a 


torrent, bore; directly againſt the middle of 


that mountain, and (they pretend) perfo- 
rated 


of their former exiſtenee. But if the lava 


CY 


rated it from ſide to ſide: this however I 
doubt, as it muſt have broken the retulür 
form of che mouñtain which is not the 
eaſe · But certain it is, rhat it pierobd it to 
a great depth. The lava then divided into 
to branches; and ſürrounding this bun- 
tain, - ann agaie on its ſouth ſide y* and 
_ laying waſte the whole country betwixt 
that ee Catania: ſealed the walls of that 
e e popes its flaming torrent into 
the ocean. In its ways lit s ſaid to have 
ved' the poſſ * — 
ark and;reduced--thiw ton beggegpu It 
formed ſeveral hills whkitnthore, avand for- 
merly valleys, and filled: up & large lake, 
of which there is is not now. the leaſt ee 


| Is; We 518 K l I in 


As the events of this . are roibeiter 


1 n than any other, .they tell a great | 
| many ſingular ftories of it; one of which, 
however incredible it may appear, _— 
aſcertained, A , belonging to | 


convent 
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conbutioNieſans; lay direaly:1 in its wa. 
| wy * n 0ee an antient 


88 eee it. The 1. 
+ ſuic lava entering into theſe caverns, ſoon - 


i A up, and by degrees bore-up the 


and the! Jeſuits; who every mo- 
ff ende to ſee it buried, beheld with 


amazement the whole field begin to move 
off. It was carried on the ſurface of the 
lava to a conſiderable diſtance; and though 


the greateſt part was en yet ſome 


4 * . to 3 


#4 


whence this dreadful; torrent iſſued ; and 


were ſurpriſed to find it only a ſmall hole, 
of about three or foux yatds diameter. The 


mountain from whence it ſprung, I think, 


1s rh leſs than the conical part of, e 


. 
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There is, a vaſt cavern on the oppoſite a 


f de of it, where people go to ſhoot wild 
Vo, I. N Pigeons, 


Wain went 8 examine 9 5 em 
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ons, which breed there in great abun- 
dance. The nnermi | parts of this eavern 
arg en diſmal and gloomy; that our 
landlord tald us ſome people had loſt their 
2 ſenſes from having advanced too far, ima- 
gining they ſaw devils and the ſpirits of 
ike damned; for it is ſtill very generally 
believed here, that Etna is the weer 
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We found a degree of wildnefs and wi 
- rocity in the inhabitants of this mountain, 
that I have not obſerved any where elſe. 
It put me in mind of an obſervation the 
J Padre della Torre (the hiſtoriographer of 
mount Veſuvius) told me he had often made 
Wis the confines: of Naples; ; that in the 
places where the air is moſt impregnated | 
with fulphur and hot exhalations, the peo- 
ple were always moſt wicked and vicious: 
Whatever truth there may be in the obſer- 
vation, the people about Nicoloſi at leaſt 


f ſeem to confirm it. The whole village 
V floeked 


which we at laſt fourid Was 
blooming complexion and white ſkin had ; 
made them take him for one ot 
ſex. They made ene and iet 


ked round us, ad che women in parti- 
ibuſed us exceedingly; the cauſe of 
Va: that F 18 k 


their M n 


was With difficulty we could appeaſe t 


_— 


dered by them not to go with us; and if 


" YP 


the Cyclops, (the man in the iſland that is | . 


ſhut che gate of the court, they were ſo 


The perfon, whom Recupero had el 1! 
to accompany us, known by the name of 1 


beſt acquainted with mount tna) was or- 


we had not at laſt obtained their conſent 
by ſoothing and flattery, the beſt method N 
with women, he durſt not have diſobeyed | 
them. At firſt we had been obliged to 


very noiſy' and tumultuous but when our 
landlord (a prieft) for whom we had letters 
from Catania, affured them that we were | N 


Chriſtians, and came with no bad inten- 

tions, they became more moderate, and 

we : ventured out amongſt them. This con- 
+ Ng fidence | 


180: A TOUR THROUGH , 


nde ſoon acquired theirs ; än in a hort : 
time we became on eme and had a 5 
ay deal of converſation | e 
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| ſuade them that we were not come to ſearch F 
for hidden treaſures, a great quantity of 
which they believe 4s- to be found in Mon- 
pelieri ; and when 1 went to that mountain 
they were then fully convinced that this 
was our intention. Two of the men fol- 
lowed me, and kept a cloſe eye on every 5 
ſtep that I took; and when I lifted any bit 
of: lava or pumice, they came running up, 
thinking it was ſomething very precious; 
but when they obſerved they were only bits 

af ſtone, and that I put them into my 
pocket, they laughed heartily, | talking to 
one another in their mountain jargon, 
W is unintelligible even to Italians. 
However, as moſt of them ſpeak Italian ſo 
as to be underſtood, they aſked me what I 
Was going t to make of thoſe bits of ſione ? 
5 : I told 


— 8 
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1 told them they were of great value in our 


country that the people there had away 
of making gold of them: At this they 


both ſeemed exceedingly ſu rpriſed, and 


ſpoke again in their o.] tongue. How- 
ever, I found they did not believe me; one 


of them told me, if that had been true, I 
certainly would not have been fo ready 36 


telling it: But, ſaid he, if it is ſo, we will 
ſerve you for ever, if you will teach us that 


art; for then we ſhall be the richeſt people 
on earth. I aſſured them that I had not 


yet learned it myſelf, and that it was a 


ſecret known only to very few. They were 
likewiſe a good deal ſurpriſed to ſee me pull 
out of my pocket a magnetical needle and 
a ſmall electrometer, which. I had prepared 
at Catania to examine the electrical ſtate of 
the air; and I was at firſt afraid they ſhould 


have taken me for a conjuror (which you 


know already happened amongſt the Appe- 
nines) but luckily that idea did not An 
them. . 
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ſervice, if they had any occaſion 
But they refuſed them, ſaying, they wiſhed 
tothe Virgin, and St. Agatha, that I could 
take away the whole of it; as 
the nc rang ng: #5 40t 23% 


- 


1 our way OY to Niecloß we. Cs 
joined. by three or four more, with their 
wives. I began to be a little afraid of 
myſelf, leſt they ſhould inſiſt on knowing 


the ſecret, | However, 1 took out my bits 


of lava, and tald them they were at their 
for them. 


it had rained 


[Se whe eee ee 


| perior- wiſdom: and dignity 10 the reſt, 


and compoſure. It was with difficulty I 
enance ; but as I was 
alone with them, at ſome diſtance from the 


4 ſir ed me to anſwer him with truth and pre- 


ciſion, what were the real motives. of our 
n ſo fatiguing and diſagreeable a 
1 * journey? 


3 


(a very pretty reaſon, truly.) 
low then aſted me what country. we were 
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FIR /I-told him, on my word, thit 

ve had mo/bther motive but curioſity to 
examine mount Ttna. On which, lawgh- 
ing to one another with eum eontempt; : 


Un bel ragione gusto, non & vere; fad they: 
he old fel- 


of: I told hitny we were Ineleſe. E dove d 


oro pagſe, ſaid he; wheteabouts does their 


country lie? I teld him it was 4 great way 
off, on the other fide of the world. Da 
vero, hid the fellow, —e ritddno i Chr ib 


' quell: Ingleſe ?—T told him (laughing) that 


1 er | non om e —Oiis ofthe 


| bered ſeveral of theſe Inglele, aut At dif 
ferent times, hatl paid viſits tb tlounit Etna, 
and that they never yet could find obt their 
motive; but that he recollected very well, 
to have heard many of their old people fay, 
that the Ingleſe had a queen that had burnt 


in the n for many years paſt ; and 
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from! ſome devotion or 


Wn Vo 0 [TOUR  THROU GH * 
chat bey ſuppoſed theſe viſits e 


_ \Laffuredthem-that the-logleſe-bad 
but too little reſpect for their ueens vhen 
they ere alive, hut nen never troubled 
themſelves about them after they were dead: 
howeyer, as all eee this 
teſtimony, I thought. it was beſt to ſay little 
againſt, it; but I Was ee curious to 
| know; Who this queen might be. They 
alleged that I knew much es than they; 
by edel. t ber mamg: was ne E 


cou — not. e e what. queen 1 | 
had done to bring her there; and Was 
puzzling. myſelf to Hog it dus, when one 
125 me ſhe was: wiſe to a — m 
been a Chriſtian, and chat ſhe had made him 
an Heretic, and was in conſequence in 
demned to burn for ever in mount tna. 
In ſhort, I found it yas, no other than poor 
Anne Boloyne. A 0 en a 1 mentioned 
the 


ene 
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—— Si fignor; ſaid the fellow} vieh. ks 
Pifteſſa; la connfet "neg tio che nbi. I aſked, 7 
if her huſband was'tkere too, for that He 
deſerved it much better than ſhe”? Acurb, 
ſaid he, and all his heretic ſubjects too ; 
and if 'you are of that number, you diced 
not be in ſuch a hurry to get thither, you 
will be ſure of it at laſt. I thanked him, 
and went to join our company, not a a little 
ere . the eee, sn en 
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00 We FO any left Nicolo6;! ade in an 
hour and a half's travelling, over barren 
aſhes and lava, we arrived on the confines 
of the Regione Sylvoſa, or the Temperate 
Zone. As ſoon as we entered theſe delight- 
ful foreſts, we ſeemed to have got into an- 
other world. The air, which before was 
ſultry and hot, was now cool and refreſh- 
ing; and every breeze was loaded with a 
thouſand perfumes, the whole ground being 
covered over witli the richeſt aromatic 
plants. Many parts of this region are ſurely 
a the 
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that this: mountain. 


formerly threw out torrents of fire, now 

coveret witli the moſt lukuriant vegetation ; ; 
and from an ohject of tertoury become 
one of delight. Here you gather the moſt 
delieieus fruit, riſing from what was but 
lately a-black- and barr Her 
ground is covered with every flower; and 
we wander over theſe beauties; and cbn- 
template this wilderneſs of ſweets; without 
conſidering that hell, with all its terrours, 


but a few; yards ſeparate vs from lakes of 
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in nature. Here you obſerve a —— 


But 


a 


toliing ut ane hix lr regiolys: of 
the mountain. There we behold, in ro 
perpetual war j an immenſe gulph af fire; 
for ever exiſting in the midſt of ſnows 
which it has not power to melt; and im- 
menſe fields of ſnow and ice for ever ſur- 
rounding this gulph of fire, which” mer 
en ce ae en 
The ee 8 of XitharIogiNs for 
Foes 6ight or nige miles, and forts a zone 
or-girdle, of the brighteſt green, all arbund 
the mountain. This night we paſſed | 
through little more than the half of it; 
arriving ſome time before fun ſet at our 
© lodyibge, Wbieh was ne ofhd"than's lags 
eave, formed by one of the moſt antient 
and venerable la vas. It is called 1 
dal Capriole, or tlie goats cavern, becauſe 
frequented by choſe animals; Whotike re- 
| ng" Wh 


Here 
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menſe; and we already ſeem to be lifted 


ee eee and to have an into a 


. hs! ee, on all ris des 78 
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Our cavern is eee by the moſt 


ſtately; and majeſtic oaks ; of the dry Ink 
of which, we made very comfortable: beds; 


and with our hatchets, which we had brought 


Bi 7 + 


on purpoſe great br 
and, in a ſhort time, den fre large e ougl 
to. roaſt | an &. I obſerved my thermome- 


ter, and found, from 71 at un. 


had now fallen below 60. The barometer 
ſtood at 243 2. In one end of our cave 
we ſtill found a great Quantity of ſnow, 
- -which, ſeemed to be ſent there on purpoſe 
for us, as there was no water to be found. 
With this, we filled our tea-kettle, as tea 
and. bread: and butter was the only. ſupper 


we had provided; and, Probably. the beſt 


| one 


2 
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1 one to prevent us fen being ren 


E e on ei eich d ru 
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x ern, are 


Not a great way from this“ ea 
two of the moſt beautiful mountains of all 


that number that ſpring from Etna. 1 
mounted one of our beſt mules, and with 


a good deal of difficulty arrived at the ſum- 
mit of the higheſt of them, juſt a- little 
5 before ſun- ſet. The proſpect of Sicily, 
with the ſurrounding ſea and all its iſlands, 


was wonderfully noble. The whole courſe 
of the river Semetus, tlie ruins of Hybla, 
and ſeveral other antient towns; the rich 


* 


corn- fields and vineyards on the lower 
region of the mountain, and the amazing 
number of beautiful mountains below, 
made a delightful ſeene. The hollow-era-! 
ters of theſe two mountains are each of 
them conſiderably larger chan that of Ve- 
fuvius. They are now filled agen ell 
oaks, and covered to a great depth with 


the 1 ſoil. 1 obſerved that this ANY 
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o wher ere 10 be ſeen, but in 
In many of theſe 
ir is wm · dovn by be water to the depth 
| of fil ſixty fegt, and in one of them 


ſtüll conſidersbly mere. What an idea 


does not this give of the amazing ane 

Ag 5 eee eee 208 0 
"Aeon vice dark Ii ust wid 

N r . was ſomewhat 


charged: quantities of ſmoke, and made ſe- 
veral exploſions like heavy cannon at a di- 
ſtanee; but What Je ſingular, we cbuld 
obſerve no app 6 een. 

tain was 
now upwards of four years 280 5 the fire of 
vkich is not yet extinguiſhed, neither is 
the lave by any means cold, This lava 
GE ſpent 


—— © 


feffion of our bed of 


and fond wa 89A» 


diſturbeſl by the noiſe of à mountain that 
lay à good way off on our right. It diſ- 
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RES * 1 


greateſt heat. ; On our "ond to-day we 
ſcrambled up this lava, and went à con- 
: ſiderable way over its _ ſurface, which: ap- 
ö Fe perfectly cold; but it is certain, that 
in; Foy n eee ue 


| pt ſay, What — chat 


this will continue to be the caſe for ſome 
| years, where the lava is thickeſt A ſolid 
body of fire ſome hundreds of feer thick, 
and of ſo great an extent, miuſt certainly 


retain its heat For many years. The ſur- 


face indeed ſoon becomes black and hard, 


and incloſes the liquid fire withing itt a kind 
of ſolid box, excluding all impreſſions | 
from the external air or from! the weather. 


_—_ I have ſeen, many months after 
eruptions 
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\ continued-redihot ino the enter long. after | 
: eee UFO IPD AAP tliruſbitits; 


Newton, L think, in his account of the 


cdmet of 1680, ſuppoſes the times to be as 
the ſquares 66 their diameters; and finding 
that a-ſolid-ball of metal of two inches, 
made red hot, required upwards of an hour 
to become perfectly cold, arne 8 
lion, from that to a body! of the diameter 
of the earth, and found it Lane Anif 
upW 


this "ow be guſt, - you may: . eat 


ds; of; twenty thouſand Years: dE 
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the time that the lava will take to become 
 thoroug] ly cold; and that vou may have 
time to do ſo, | ſhall here break off my 
letter, wh ch Lam obliged to write in bed, 
in a very aukward and diſagreeable poſture 

the cauſe of which ſhall be explained to * 
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Adjeu. 5 


25 # * 4 2 1 * 4 af) 


—————— IT 


of 
Ti 
i 

9 

i 


TIRE — 


— —— — 
—ͤ—ũ— 2 — 


— cc — 


e 


82323 „. 


ö 
N 
ͤ— 
i: 
: 
| 
. 
ö 
p 
' 
| 
|; 
: 


— — ITE IS 


Bar; "IE * 


Arr. TER waning a orig nap on 


conducted us over Antres vaſt, and De- 
e ſarts wild,” where ſcarce human foot had 


ever trod. Sometimes through gloomy 


foreſts _ by day-light were delight- 
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our bed of leaves in che Spelonca del 
Capriole, we awoke about eleven o'clock ; 

and melting down a ſufficient quantity of 
mn, we boiled our tea-kettle, and made 
| + a hearty meal, to prepare us for the re- 
maining part of our expedition. We were 
nine in number; for we had our three 
ſervants, the Cyclops (our conductor) and 
two men to take care of our mules. The 
| Cyclops now began to diſplay his great 
knowledge of the mountain, and we fol- 
lowed him with implicit confidence. He 


ant 


ol rofiling of the trees 3 che heavy, dull 


bellowing of the mountain; the vaſt ex 
poanſe of ocean ſtretehed at an immenſe 
diſtance! btow u; inſpired a kind of 


awful horror. Sometimes we found our“ 
{elves aſvending great rocks of lava, Where, 


if our mtles ould make büt a falſe ſtep, 


we might be thrown headlong over the 
precipios. However, by the affiftance of 
the Cyclops, we overeate all theſe diffi- 
culties; and he managed matters ſo well, 
that in the ſpate of two hours we found 


we had got above the regions of vege- 4 
tation; and had left the foreſts of Etna 
far behind. Theſe appeared now like a 
dark and gloomy Sup below us, that 


furrounded 1 the mountain. 
695 


3 ne we beheld an expanſe of 


ſnow and ic that alarmed us exceedingly, | | 
and almoſt ſtaggered our reſolution. n 
Ws the 


proſpeſt hides: us was of a very 


* 
CY 
a 
P 
n ' ax 
y * me — eat Dr C20 
— — — - * * - ai on Y T 
* r E Ge ee gg eg, 4 OS or 3 en - — ore Ht — . . > 4 ——— — e 
0 1 N * Ta — 4 - p 
— * 8 N — b * * 0 7 — * — * 2 — os, — 9 a 
N N * 1 a 0 — — — tea Sent AE 
—_—_ N 4 * 0 N 4 : . — e Os RF * * 8 "ey 
. g Dan = — —̃ — — ——2 Ds TOW => — — — 0 — — — — 2 br. — as 5 22 — 33 N K 
1 P — . 2 5 0 . * r k — — * 1 a 
— — ——— — 2 — — K — — I 3 7 * 8 
A = —— — — — e — 
5 rr * n 8 — 
. - + n \ 
— * —— g OLD | ; 0 - i 
1 rere a”. - \ _ 
=y 9 
9 


the center | but ſill at great difs 
| tance, we deſctĩed the high ſummit of the 
mountain, rearing its tremendous head 
and vomiting out torrents of ſmoke. It in 
: deed appearet altogether inacceſſible; from 

the vaſt extent of the fields of ſnow and 
ice chat ſurrounded it. Our ee was 

| fill increaſed. by: the: 1 ſentiments 

| Gyclops. He told us, it often eee 
that the ſurface of · the mountain being hot 
below, melted the ſnow in partieular ſpots, 
and formed pools of water, where it was 
5  impoſlible to foreſee our danger; ; that it 
likewiſe bappened, that the ſurface of the 
water, as well as the fnow, was ſometimes 
covered with black aſhes, that rendered it 
exeeedin gly deceitful ; that however, if we 
thought proper, he ſhould lead us'on with 
as much caution as poſſible. Accordingly, 
after holding. a council of war, which you 
know people generally do when they are 
very much afraid, we detached our cavalry 
"to the foreſt below, * 9 * 
iy, | the 
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he Cyclops, after taking . 
— e of brandy, deſtred us to be 
of 'good-cheer that we had plenty of time,” 
and might take as'many reſts as we pleaſed, 
That the ſnow: could be Uttle more than 
ſeven miles, and that we' cert inly ould 
be able to paſs it before ſun-riſe. Accord- 
igly, taking each of us a dram of Auen, 
which Won rem nd om y 7 objeRtion, we 


i our r marek. 
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The aſcent for ſome time was not ſteep; 
and as the ſurface of the ſnow ſunk a little, 
we had tolerable good footing z but as it 
don began to grow ſteeper, we found our 
labour greatly increaſe: however, we de- 
termined to perſevere, calling to mind in 


mn off TEA * - * 
| id 


the midſt of our labour, that the emperor 
Adrian and the philoſopher Plato had un- 
dergone the fame; and from the ſame mo- 
tive oa. to ſee the rifing' fun from the 
top of Etna. 1 After incredible labour and 
fatigue, bur at the ſame time mixed with | 
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 decles,. who ook up eien here 
the e to ſtudy, the ngture of mount 
others it is ſaypoſed 50 be:the, 


wins of a. temple, of Vulgan, whoſe 


all the we ld knows (whexe he hs 
excellent thunderbolts and celeſtial. a k 1 a 0 


| ; as well as nets to catch his wife when the 
vent aſtray) was ever kept im moumt Atna. 
Here we reſted ourſelyes for: ſome time, 


9 makes J a hack alen 


eas 10111 iets Fas Ab 
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I found the mergury bad faen-t0.29 3 % 
We had now, time to, pay our adorations ig 
a fem: contemplation of the ſublime. ob- 
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the immenſe vault of the even aþpeited | 


13 land cds —_ of 
JPeare Seftitos Man uſual. 
: whiteneſs" of the milky way was like 
a ptre flame that ſhot acroſs the hen ven; 
and with' the naked eye we could obſerve! 
cluſters of ſtars that were inviſible in the 
iwas below. We did not at fri attend 
tothe cauſe, nor retollect that we had now 
pelt Mek ten er twelve thoufand feet 
of groſs vapour, that blunts and confuſes 
very ray, before it reaches the furkace of 
the earth. We were amazed at the di- 
ſlinetneſb of viſion, and exclaimed rogerkier, 
What a glorious ſituatibn for an obſerva- 
tory !” Had Empedocles had the eyes of 
Gallileo What diſcoveri ies muſt he not e have 
made I We regretted that Jupiter was not 
O 4 | viſible, 
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nl. Iam, perſuaded, we might have. 
/ Fl ph 5 Ps nigh 


«light. Hh ug. on dhe moun- 


_ to more amongſt. the 5 
wen 15 on ſhall, not pretend, to, oy. 
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no bon aznuld 1arlt iwoqar-elorg 3: 


| After, contemplating , theſe. objects. for. 


ſome time, we ſet off, and ſoon after a7. 
at the foo dot of the great crater of the 


: mountain. „ This, is of an exact conical 


figures, and riſes equflhy on lg all ſides. It. 
Is Leaded folely of aſhes, and other r burnt 
PAIN} 82. M from. the . rg ol 
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the volcano, - -which i is in its center. This 
conical mauntain is of a very great dae; 


ference: canpot- be leſs: than ten | 


ni Here we took a ſecond reſt, as the 
teſt) part of e remingds, 


un this mountain a Fats py 
although it had appeared. black, yet it was: 
likewiſe covered with ſnow, but the ſur- 
face (luckily. for us) was ſpread over with 
a, pretty thick layer of aſhes, thrown ont 
from the crater. Had it not been for this, 
we never ſhould baye been able to get to 
the top; as che ſnow was every where 
frozen hard and ſolid, n the. We 


an che air. mort | 0044215 S 


"a bat en hour TRY we ee 
at a Plas; where they yas, no ſnow; and 


ed from the mountain, which induced 
us e make another Ate ae L found, 


e Mt 294.6 
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| vi (er —— Ergo e the! 
the! caadaie? of tun yu row degrees 
möfeß vis, to 2. Fm this ſpot it W 
only about 300 yards to the Higkeſt ſüimir 
_ of tte mountain, where! weartived is al 
time, 18 ſce the ene e | 
ſüblime fight in nature- T6 ben i d 2004: 
51 of zun ond din: beton Mind! 
But here deſcription eee ort; 
for no inaginstien has dated to fotm an 
ic o {6 glbrious' and! ſo magnificent 4 
ſeene Neither i there on the ſurfies ef 
rale globe, any one point char unites 16) 
many awful and ſublime object The 
21 ing elevation from the - ſurface of 
the earth, drawn as it were to a fingls 
Pölht, without ay neighbouring moun- 
_— ſenſes a8 imat gitation to teſt: 
Ws way dowůir ts Lethe Call. This 
Pott br pinnacle,” talſe@'on/ the brink of a 
zoth ade yulph, as old as the world; often 
2 28 7 a 


f 


C1 


429 


+ of fire, and towing 
Wenz, im x bits" that mia wit 
the ki, Add > "this, the ule 
male extent of te" profj6ed, fre- 
25 5 ity and is alt 


tt, ddvineit 18 10 e 0 i iumina 
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| 9 and thewed army and faintly the 
boundleſs proſpect around. Bol fea and 
land Boked dirk and confuſed;” b if only 
emerging from their original chaos; wt 
light and darkneſs feemed ffill eadivided; 
till the Mornitg by degtees advancing, 
jeg de ſeparation.” The ſtars are 
ihedy” and” the ſhades” difappear. 
"The — which but now Teemed black 
and bottomleſs gulphs, from whence no 


ray was reflected to ſhew their form or 


8 a new creltion riſing to 
the wy bre er * life and beau auty from 
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2 0 Nis htc ebe the m i 
SN 115 Wande ad ang. it 
n 5 me can deliere, — _ 
5 on earth The ſenſes, | ccuſto Rn 5 
to the dle of d a ſcene, are bewil⸗ ; 


dered and... ded q and: it; is not Bill 
atfer ſome — they are capable of, 
Peparating and judging. of che Objects chat 
 compoif he Deter ande ſeen, 


3 
- 
10 
8 : 
Y =. 
8 
1 4 
x 


3a * 


N 5 


& 3 


MJ EIT 


och of ſea — land — the 
bands of Lipari, Panari, Alicudi, Strom- 


bobs, and Veleand, with their [Gnoking 
fſummita, appear under your feety"and-you 

55 look down on the whole of Sicily as on 
map; and can trace every river through 

all its windings, from ite ſource to its 

2 The view is abſolutely boundleſa 


21 ee ee no © (hare r ann FC E 
| „ 


- Y 10 719 
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e that r et is e e loſt 
In the immenſity: and I am 


eius a MALTA. * 
pt 


perſuaded | 


it is only from me imperfection of our. 


„ and even 

Greece, are not diſcovered, as they are 
ny above the horizon. The e circum» 
Ference of the viſible horizon on the top 
of Itna cannot be leſs han 2000 miles: 
At Malta, Which is hear 20% milks diftant, 
they perceive all the eruptions from the 
ſecond region; and that - iſſand is often 
diſcovered from about one half the ele- 


_ that the coaſts' of Aftic: 


to near double that diſtance, or 400 miles, 
which makes 800 for the diameter of the 
_ rircle, and 2400 for the circumference, 


But this is by much too vaſt for our ſenſes, 


not intended to graſp ſo boundleſs a ſcene. 
1 find, indeed, by ſome of the Sicilian au- 


oy as well as that of Naples, with 
551 5 many 


vation of the mountain; ſo that at the 
whole elevation, the horizon muſt extend 


thors, particularly Maſſa, that the African 


25A 


believe I. Me we + know ab bak 
of the mountain, it would he en te ca- 
Culate che exten Hin viihlo-horizass bnd 
{vice web) if its viſible horizon 
certained, jt would be an eaſy wa- 
ate . the height ef 4 


| moun- 


ter to, calc 
tain Rut the moſt beautiful part af the = 


ſſcene is certainly che mouyptain itſelf; the = 
Iſland of Sicily, and the numerous lands 

lying round, it. All chef, by a kind t 
magic in viſion, that Lam at à loſs to a- 
count for, ſeem as if they were brought 
cloſe round the ſkirts of tna; the di- 
ſtances appearing reduced to nothing Per 
haps this ſingular effect is produced by the 
2 of light paſſing from a rarer medium \ 
a denſer; which (from a well known 
Jaye in ; optics) to an obſerver in the rare 

medium, appears to lift up the object that 
are at the, bottom of the denſe one; a A 
piece 
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biege of money placed. in a baſqy. appears 
fred up a8 e ee, is filled we j 
7 e +0199 M6207 © 1230.3 ali: 5 
£4 Bt 38 1. Us Fe 0 His ino 4441 ETA f 
2h . The Raging Deer tas, or the frigid .zone 
of Aus; is the fuſk. gbjet: that calls..yaur 
attention. It is marked. out hy agirde of 
ſnow and. j Ich» which, extends. on all ſides to 
the diſtance, of abqyz right, miles. In the 
is circle, the great crater of the 


| mountain rears Us, burning bead, and. the 
 x5gions. of intenſe cold. and of intenſe hegt 
ſeem for, over io he ngitgd in the ame point - 
.—On the north, fide, of , the * 


they aſſure us, there are ſeveral ball lakes „ 


that are never thawed; and that in many 
Places, the ſnow, mixed with the aſhes 
and ſalts of the mountain, is accumulated | 
ww a vaſt depth: And indeed. ſuppoſe the 
quantity of lalts contained in this moun- 
tain, is one great reaſon of the preſeryation 
ol its ſnows,—The Regione Deferta 1 is im- 
 mediately 


S 
8 4 4. 
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| 'of the al eee ſpots 

3 infinite” number. e thoſe beautiful little 1 

| t been formed y the 1 
different eruptions of Etna. All theſe 
. now e acquired a wonderful des | 
fertility; except a very few that ate but 
3133 newly "Fornwed 3 that is; within theſe five 
| Hindred ears: For it certainly 
requires ' ſome. thoulatids' : to bring them to 

their greateſt teſt ection, We 1 

Jooked down into the eraters of theſe, 
hex eee but in vain, to number 

* 1 The 


CA 


region | This laſt e 2 ee 
than the others, and extends on all ſides to 
the foot of the mountain. 
cumference, according to Recupero, is 183 

miles. Ik is likewiſe covered with a number 


of little conical and ſpherical mountains, 


and exhibits a wonderful variety of forms 


and colours, and makes a delightful con- 
traſt with the other two regions. It is 


bounded by the ſea to the ſouth and fouth- 

eaſt, and on all its other ſides by the rivers 
Semetus and Alcantara, which run almoſt 
round it. The whole courſe of theſe rivers 


is ſeen at once, and all their beautiful wind- 


ings through theſe fertile valleys, looked 


upon as the favourite poſſeſſion of Ceres 


herſelf, and the very ſcene of the rape of 


her daughter Proſerpine. 
„ ee: P- 
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On the fim's!firl 3 bfhe 


[mou tuin extends! acrdſscthe whole Mand, 


1 large track vifible even i in the 
ſeu und in the Ain. By degrees chis Vis 


ſhortened, and, i in à little time, i:confined 
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ere this wonderful mountiin, very 


different, indeed, from the others, f and 


'produQtive of very different ſenſations; but 


Wich has, undoubtedly, given being to 
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half in circumference. * goes rk 


down on each Aide, a nd 10 rms * regu ar f 
hollow” like a vaſt amphiſhegtre. ro From mm 
many places of this ſpace, iſtie volumes, 0 | 


# 4 


ſulphureous | ſmoke, which, being n my ich 
heavier than the circumamhicnt air, i inſtead 
of riſing in it, as ſmoke generally does, 
immediately on its getting out of the cra- 
| ter, rolls down the ſide of the mountain F 
like a torrent, till coming to that part of 
the atmoſphere of the ſame ſpecific gravity 
with itſelf, it ſhoots off horizontally, and 
forms a large track i in the air, according to 
the direction of the wind; which, happily 
| for us, carried it exactly to the ſide oppo- 
ſite to that where we were placed. The 
crater IS 1 hot, that it is very dangerous, 
if not  jmpoſible, to 8⁰ down into it; be- 
ſides, the ſmoke is very incommodious, 
and, in. many places, the ſurface i is ſo loft, 1 
chere have been inſtances of people fink- 
ing down in it, * paying for their teme= 
rity with their lives. Near the center of 

1 P 3 Ee 


ark. - A roux THROUGH , 
A the crater 1s the great mouth of the, vol- 


cano. That tremendous gulph ſo cele 
brated i in all ages, looked upon as the terror 
; and ſcourge both of this and another life ; „ 
and equally uſeful to ancient poets, or to 
modern divines, when the M uſe, or when bo 
the Spirit inſpires, , We e beheld it with 


awe and with horror, and were not ſur- 
priſed | that it had been conſidered,, as "the 


place of the damned. When we reflect on 


the immenſity of its depth, the vaſt cells 
and caverns whence ſo many lavas have 


| ifſued; the force of its internal fre, to 


raiſe up thoſe lavas to ſo vaſt a height, to | 


ſupport it as it were in the air, and even 
force it over the very ſummit of the crater, 


with all the dreadful  accompaniments ; ;-_ 
the boiling « of the matter, the ſhaking of 
the mountain, the exploſions. of flaming 


rocks, Sc. we muſt allow, that the moſt 


enthuſiaſtic i imagination, in the midſt of all 
its terrors, hardly ever r formed an idea of 


a THelt' more "GreatFul,” 


3 


It 


CO1 


It was With a mixture both of pleaſure 


dl pain, that we quitted this awful ſcene. 


But the wind had riſen very high, 


clouds began to gather round the moun- 
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other heaven below us, and we were in 


feet: A ſcene that is not uncommon in 


theſe exalted regions, and which I have 


already ſeen on the top of the high Alps: 


But the clouds were ſoon diſpelled again 
by the force of the wind, and we were 
r ae, in our men 


IL. had ea been told of the great effect 
produced by diſcharging a gun on the top 
of high mountains. I tried it here, when 


we were a good deal ſurpriſed to find, that 
inſtead of increaſing the ſound, it was al- 


moſt reduced to nothing. The report was 
not equal to that of a pocket piſtol: We 
compared it to the ſtroke of a ſtick on a 
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by from muſt. be on the: ear; for in a nk 
there can be no noiſe, or no impreſſion can 
be made; and, the nearer the approach to a 
| vacuum, the impreſſion muſt always be 
the ſmaller. Where thoſe great effects have 
been produced, it muſt have been amongſt 
a number of mountains, where the eee 
is reyErberated from one to the, other. TOA 


When oh . at hs pra of 60 | 
cone, we obſerved ſome rocks of an, incre- 
dible ſize, that have been diſcharged from 
the crater. The largeſt that has been ob- 
ſerved from Veſuvius, is a round one of 
about twelve feet diameter. Theſe are 
much greater; indeed almoſt in Proportion N 
of the Wonnbsies to each aihepbn 


on our er at t the Torre del Filolo- 
fo, we could not- help »dmiring, that the 
ruins 


V 
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ruins af this ſtructure have remained un- 
covered; for ſo many ages, ſo near the tep 
of tna, when thouſands of places at a 
great diſtance from it, have been repeatedly 
buried by its lavas, in a much ſhorter 
time. A proof that fewy e have 
Wor in A TS 
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Empedocles was a native & Agrigentum, | 
and 18 ſuppoſed to have died 450 years be- 


fore the Chriſtian rg. Perhaps his vanity 


= 8 


ed TS All la farther ;—That' he 


might be looked upon as a god, and that 
the people might ſuppoſe he was taken up 
to heaven, he is recordell to have thrown 


himſef Beadlong into the great gulph of 


mount Etna, never fu ppoling that His death 


could be diſcovered t to mankind ; but the | 
treacherous mountain threw out his flip- 
pers, which: were of braſs, and announced 
to. the world the fate of the philoſopher, 
Pp 4 © who, | 


only to impoſe upon mankind, and make 
x them believe tar he was <a thaw _ 


2 IE 
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by his death, as well as life, wanted 7 


e e if . 18 ys 2 8 28 


| ohilepky. on earth, this ſurely ought to 


be its ſeat. The proſpect is little inferior 
to that from the ſummit; and the mind 
4 : ame of ſerenity, here, that exen 


F of on "Hat. eee Al | 


Nature lies expanded below Jour: feet, in 


her gayeſt and moſt luxuriant dreſs, and 


you ſtill behold united under one point « of 


view, all the ſeaſons of the year, and all 

the climates of the earth. The medita- 
tions are ever elevated in proportion to the 
grandeur and ſublimity of the objects that 


ſurround us; and here, where you, have 


all Nature to arouſe your admiration, what 
mind can remain inactive 55 | 


It has likewiſe feed obſerved, and from 
| experience Ican REN uw truth; that on the 
tops 
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tops of the higheſt mountains, e the 


air is ſo pure and refined; and vrhere there 
is not that immenſe weight of groſs vapours 


prefling upon the body; the mind acts 


with greater freedom. and all the functions 
both of ſoul and body are performed in a 
ſuperior manner. It would appear, that in 
proportion as we are raiſed above the habi- 
tations of men, all low and vulgar ſenti- 
ments are left behind; and that the ſoul, 
j in approaching the æthereal regions, ſhakes 
off f its earthly affections, and already ac- 
quires ſomerhing of their celeſtial purity. 
Here, where you ſtand under a ſerene ſky, 
and behold, with equal ſerenity, the tem- 


peſt and ſtorm forming below your feet; 


the lightning, darting from cloud to cloud, 
and the thunder rolling round the moun- 


tain, and threatening with deſtruction the 


poor wretches below]; the mind conſiders 


the little ſtorms of the human paſſions as 


equally below her notice Surely the ſitu- 


ation alone, is enough to inſpire philofo- 


phys 
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4 But, alas Ee w vain axe all our. reaſon: 


A 


ings! ln. the, very midſt, of theſe, medi- 


LY EE IE 


tations, my philoſophy wa $ at once overſet, 
34 in a moment I found myſelf relapſed 
ato a poor miſerable mortal ; was. obliged 
to. on. that pain was the greateſt of evils; ; 
and would have given the world to have 
been once more arrived. at thoſe. bumble 


43 4 


habitations which but a moment before, 


oO 


I had looked down upon With ſuch con- 
tempt —lo. running over the ice, my leg 


folded under me, and I received fo violent 


# 


a . that! in a few minutes it ſwelled 


> 


a great degree, and 1 found myſelf uns 


| & 64 to put my foot to the ground. Every 


muſe e and fibre Was at that time chilled | 
and froe by the extreme cold, the ther- 
mometer continuing ſtill below the point 


of congelation. It was this ci. 


1 ſuppoſe, that made the Pain. & violeat ; 3 
for 


* 
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fot, J lay a confiderdble-time-ion: the ice in 
great. agony +. However. in -thefe--exalted - 
regions, it was impoſſible to have a borſes 
or a carriage of any, kind; and Your por 
philoſopher was obliged to hop on one legs. 
with two men ſupporting. him. for ſeveral 
miles over the ſnow; and our wags here 
allege, that he left the greateſt part of his 
philoſophy, behind him, forthe ue a 
a 8 eee 


re 


n 750: Fi I 
$7; 


I was happy. to get 10, my mule, but 
When 1 once more found myſelf on out 
bed of lea ves in the Spelonta del 'Captiole, 
L thought I was in Paradiſe: So true it is, 
that A removal | of | pain 19 the greateſt 05 
pleaſures, The agony I ſuffercd, had thrown 
me into a profuſe ſweat and a fever 3 hows 
ever, in an inſtant I fell faſt aſleep; and in 
an hour and a half, awaked in perſecæ 
. We had an excellent uiſhi of tea, 

1 ae and hn ror wy 
1 1 
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We left dhe ſummmit of the mountain 
about ſix clock, and it was eight at night | 
before we reached Catania. We obſerved, 
both with pleaſure and pain, the change 
of the climate as we deſcended. —From the 
regions of the moſt rigid winter, we ſoon 
rrived at - thoſe: of the "moſt delightful' 
| weg On er er foreſts, the _ 
trees were ſtill bare as in December, not Al 
ſingle leaf to be ſeen; büt after we had 
deſcended a few miles, we found ourſelves 
in the mildeſt, and the ſofteſt of climates ; 
the trees in full verdure; and the fields co- 
vered with all the flowers of the ſummer; 
but as ſoon as we got out of the woods, and 
entered the torrid zone, we found the heats 
altogether inſupportable, and ſuffered dread- 
fully from them before we reached the citꝛ. 
On the road I ſaw. many mountains which 
1 intended to have viſited, but my ſprain a 
put it out of my power. One of the moſt 
remarkable is called the Monte Pelluſe, the 


lava of which deſtroyed. the great aquedu& 
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of Catania for eighteen miles. It has here 
aud there left a few arehes; but een of 
any e SI ya 16 vab 25886 your 
Not far from this mountain ſtands the 
Monte Victoria, one of the moſt beautiful of 
all the numerous family of Etna. It is of 
a pretty large ſize, and perfectly r regular, | 
and ſeems to be in the gayeſt dreſs of ang. 
Many of its trees, which, at a diſtance, we 
took to be oranges and citrons, appeared to 
be in full blow. It was. the lava of this 
mountain . 18 faid. to have. grered up 
por! ww three 
miky diſtant from the ſea; | but I ſhould nn 
ſuppoſe | this eruption to have been much ms 
older than either er or Tor. 1 
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on our 1 at e we e went im- 
mediately to bed, being exceedingly op- 
preſſed by the fatigue of our expedition; 
but till more by the violent heat of the 


day: A day, in which, I think, I have 
| enjoyed 
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75 E ock ee two barome- 
ters at the foot of the mountain. 
One of Which was left wich the Canonico 
Jes op and the other we carried along 
The former our friend affures 
us, — no ſenſible variation during our 
abſente. We both left it and found it at 
29 inches 8 Hnes and a half, Evghtk mea- 
ſure. On our arrival at Catania, the one 
we carried up with us had riſen again « ex- | 
ally to the ſame an 2300 ? 


471-4 
r a4 [i951 


Thave e likewiſe a good quick-ilver ther 
mometer, which I borrowed from the Nea- 
politan philoſopher, the Padre della Torre, 
who furniſhed us with letters for this place, 
and would have accompanied us, could he 
have 
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me obtained leave of the king. It is 
made by Adams at London, and (az 1 my- 
ſelf proved) exactly graduated from the 
two points of freezing and boiling water. 
It is upon Farenheit's ſcale. I ſhall mark 
the heights in the different regions of Etna, 
with the rules for eſtimating the elevation 
ntains by the barometer, which, 1 
am ſorry to ſay, haye been hitherto ſo very 
Wl aſcertained... Caſſini, Boguer, and the 
others who have written on the ſubject, 


to, the reproach of, ſcience, differing. 79 
much a ID . themſelves, that it is wh 


% 
— 


bas we ca can come near the truth. 2 


; * * P 
2 — 1 9 


tus has. — —9 — 1 but 1 
= never with any degree of accuracy; ; 
and it is really a ſhame to the ſociety eſta- 
bliſhed in this. place, called the Atnean 
academy, whoſe original inſtitution was to 

ſtudy the nature and operations of this 
wonderful mountain. It was my full in- 


| tention to have meaſured it geometrically ; 
9 5 but 
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a viſe ban i ay ; dltiough this is both 
de seit of an academy aud uikivedſity, yet 
mers a u. Kusdkafit üs e Had. Gf M 


de the eaſieſt to meiſire} and with the 
| Siviteſt cvitaitity, and petheps che pro- 
pereſt place e em an 
exact rule of menfuration by the barome- 
ver. There is 4 beach of a vaſt extent, 
cat begins exatly at the foot of the motn 
dais and runs for a great many miles along 
the- coaſt) The ſea-thark of this' beach 
forms the meridian to the ſummit of the 

mountain. Here you art 1 ture of a perfect | 
level, and may make the” baſe of your 
triangle of what length vo pleaſe. But 
unfortunately this mienfuration "has never 
been executed, at leaſt with a tolerable 


degree of preciſion. „ 


WE 2 At: 141 : 


"Kirehvr' pretends to to have meaſ ue k it, 
| and to have found it 4000 French toiſes in 


Vor- L. . . height 3 | 


 themmbutirathsThave ever ſeen, Etna would = 


226 
hol ight oY is more Ka : = 2 dhe 


. Some off at gigh 
7 po ae Fn” 1 — yn Awici, 
+ thelat,and. I believe, the beſt; bo bas.r 
the attempt, reduces it to three. miles, 
paces; but even this, be. excec 
; erroneous; and probably the perpend 
cular height of Etna does not exceed 12,000 
feet, or little more than two miles. I ſhall 
mark the different methods of determining 
| theights by the barometer; and you may 
chuſe which you pleaſe, I believe the 
— allowance i in all; of t them, particularly i in 
great elevations, where the air is ſo gxceed- 
ingly thin and light, ie much en 
| Mikeli, whoſe me nfurations. are. eſteemed mec 
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more exact, has ever found, it ſo. Caſſini 


ga v4 F 1 Fd 
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allows, I think, ten French toiſes of ele- 
vation, for every: line of mercury, adding 
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one foot to hs Ur firſt KP! two to the ſecond, 
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three to the third, and ſo on: But Fan 
the weight of the air diminiſhes 1 in a much 


1 


5 greater proportion, 
) Bogder takes the di abs of the loga- 


tithms' of tlie height of the barometer in 
lines (fuppoſing theſe logarithms to conſiſt 


only. of five figures) ; from this difference 


he takes away. a 36th part, and what re- 


. mains he ſuppoſes to be the difference of 


elevatioit/"! Ido not techiled his reaſon foe. 


this ſuppoſitidn ; but the rule ſeems to 'be 


ſtill more erroneous than the other, and 
has been entirely laid aſide. 1 am tc id, 


that accurate experiments Have been made | 
at Geneva, to eftabliſh the menſuration 


with the barometer! : but 1 I have not 


4 11 
* * 


et * 


Mow wels toiſes, ne feet for ite line. 
of mercury ? And Pieaft, one of che moſt 


exact of the French academicians, four- 


teen riſes, or about ninety Engliſh feet, 


"i | 1 1 
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n of de barometer ene — 


4 | , 3 3 4 : 231 b ; * | g | V+ ; 
Ar the fea- ſide at Catania 95 - 29 > 8 


At the village of eee zu the 
| firſt 835 of Etna ER 2 5 25 8 


At the N e * 7 Cavalli, ” 
in che ſecond: region 26 5s 


| Ar the Spelonea del | Capriole, f in 


the ſecond region . 5 24 2 
At the Torre del F iloſofo, in che : 
third region a n 20 5 
At the foot N crater 3 24 
Within about 1399, yards, of che 
ſummit V 62 
At the ſummit of Etna (fuppoled | 
tobe about) — e - 19 4 


The Find at the Maiamük was fo violent 
that I could not make the obſervation with 
perfect exactneſs; however, I am pretty 
certain that it was within Ralf u Ine. 


3 | I own | 


4 
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Pals on the, 


ago. + A -'TOVR THROUG u 
Ion I did not believe we ſhould find. 
Lias ſo high. I bad heard indeed that it 
was higher than any of the Alps, but T 
never gave credit to it :—How great chen 


Was my aſtoniſhment to find that the metz . 

curp fell almoſt | 
Had ever obſerved it on the 
of tlie acceſſible Alps; at the ane time 1 8 


two. inches lower Tr "tab 1 
"higheſt | 


. 


am perſuaded there are many indeceſfible 


Points of the Alps, particularly (Mont 5 


Blanc) that ire in 4 much! Higher" than 
15 * Eh. * Ih 10 — _ EPL 31 - * 


2 PWWund the al e bien | 
ee near the ſummit of the mountain ; ; 


(che Fädte dels Torre told te, Be bad 
made the ſame obſervation. on Veluvius) 


however, italy fixed: at the north point, 


. though it took longer time in King than 


below. But what Recupero told. me hap- 


„ Oi: 45 »2 65 3 es 5 
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after the 5 1755, he placed his com- 
i Jaya, | The needle, he ſays, to 
1 his 


5 pened t to him, Was very ſingular.— Soon 


srolbr "AW TA . 


ns grea Altshiſhmeirt,! was: Agitated“ witli 
EY Violetice" for ſome conſiderable" time, 
till at laſt it entitely loſt its magneticat + 
power, f ſtanding indiſctiminately at er every 
point of the compaſs; and this” it never 
after receveted, till it Was p touched 55 
with the loadſtone. EI 1240) gie 
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_ Fog : 


"he d, 1 my unfortunate Iprain 
together; in a great meaſure prevented our 
clectrical experiments, on which we had 

built net a tle; 4 however, I found that 
round Nicoloſi, and particularly on the top 
of Monpelieri, the air was in a very fa- 
vourable ſtate for electrical operations. 
Here the little pith balls, when inſolated, 
were ſenſibly affected, and repelled each 
other above an inch. I expected this 
electrical ftate of the air would have in- 
ereaſed as we advanced on the mountain; 
but at the cave where we llept, 1 bould 
obſerve no ſuch effect. Perhaps, it was 
owing to the exhalations from the trees 

1 Q 4 and 
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5 being farther advanced, and the dews be- 


: Aifbwvarics might be made. And perhap: : 
. of all the reaſons aſſigned ſor the en-. 
derful vegetation- that ie performed... on 


juices are driven through the ſmall veſſels 


haps. it might be owing. 1 —.— | 


ginning to fall. However, L have ne doubt, | 


that upon theſe mountains formed by erup- 
tion, where the air is ſtrongly impregnated 


ſulphureous effluvia, great jor 6 


this mountain, there is none that con- 
ibutes, ſo much towards 3 it, as: this con- 5 


ſtant electrical ſtate of the air: For from a 
variety of experiments 1 n 


that an inereaſe of the electrical matter 8 
adds much to the progreſs of vegetation. 


It probably acts there in the ſame manner 


as on the animal body ;—the circulation 
we know is performed quicker ;. and the 


with 
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| with--more. eaſe and celerity. - This has 

mem proved eee ee 0 
van . rabbing; wude warm 
eaſes, is tink ee dans e 
a greater degree of eledricity in the part; 
bus it has Iiewise bern denionfiraded; by 
tho common experiment of makiag water 
drop through a ſmall capillary fyphon, 
which the moment it is electrified runs 
in a full ſtream.—1 have, indeed, very 
little doubt, that the fertility of our ſea- 
ſons depends as much on this quality in 
og wy as — on mo bent or moiſture. 


| Eli will reden on be con- 
5 Natures by which the carries on moſt of 1 
pperations.—xk is a fifth clement; diſtin 
from, and of a ſuperior nature to the 
other four, which only compoſe the cor- 
Faun parts of matter: But this ſubtile and 
activs 


i 
; 
| 
|| 


—— 
r — — 9s ek gen. — hs 4 
” ” ol 
* 


8 a —— e e © net; 


little doubt, that all theſe frequently depend 
on this ſole cauſe. And again, if we look 


doven from the ſublime of nature 246 its 
minutiæ, ve ſhall ſtill find the ſame power 
: ating, ag: perhaps in leſs legible: cha- 
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e nnn eaten eons. 


: ons gn many of ber works are 
| Uelftroyed3b—All-the' great Phnomen are 
Profluged mender, lebten canthquakes; | 


and whirlwinds For, L believe, there. is 2 


for as the knowledge of its ope - 


n is ill, in its infancy, | they are 
generally miſunderſt 


or, aſcribed. to 


ſome other cauſe. However, 1 BE: no 
12 . | ee 


$\ 
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doubt nat in prodeſs of time theſe will 
be properly inveſtigated; when mankind 
will wonder how; much [they have been 
in the dark. It will then poſſibiy be found, * 
that what we call ſenſibility of nerves; ' 
and many of thoſe diſeaſes that“ the fas" 
Þ culty have as yet only invented names 
ben are! owing ds me body being” poſ 
ſeſſed of too large or too ſmall a quantity ‚ 
of this ſubtile and active fluid chat ve rer * 
fluid, perhaps, that is the vehicle of all 
our feelings; and which they have ſo long 
ſearched for in vain in the nerves? For 1 
have ſometimes been led to thinks that this 
fenſe was nothing elſe than a fligtiter kind 
of electric effect, to which the nerves ſerve 
_ conductors ; and that it is by tlie rapid 
circulation of this pe! etrating and ar imat- 
ing fire that our ſenſations are performed. 
We all know, | that” in damp and hazy 
weather; when it ſeems to be bluntéd and 
abſotbed' by the Benne! when its ac- 
| N Is Toft and little or none of it can be 


collected; 


une e ſenfibility leſs acute 1 but 
in the Sirodc witd at Naples, when the dir 


ere deprivvd of it, che Whole 
rung, * were 


2 ort eee eee 
af this. anitmsting power, which ſoon re- 
ſtoves. the ee and enlivens all nature, 
e ly: 20 ei ene 6 


4 without the e, er ; 
tric ſubſtance, and even emitting ſparks. of 
fire. with 4 a diſagreeable ſenſation; * an 
extreme degree of nervous ſenſibilit .. 


1114198 


N deren or e years ago, a \ lady 
in Switzerland was affected in this manner, 
and though I was not able to learn all the 


_ particulars, of her caſe, yet ſeveral Swiſs 
[ gentlemen 
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; geotlemen' hive confirmed to me the truth 
of the ſtory.— She was uncommonly ſen- 
ſible of every change of weather, and had 
her electrical feelings: ſtrongeſt in a clear 
day, or during the paſſage of thunder 
5 clouds, when the air is known to be replete 
with that fluid. Her caſe, like moſt otliers 
| which the doctors can make nothing of, was 
| decided: to be a nervous one; for the real 
meaning of that term I take to be only, 
that the phyſician does not underſtand what 
it is. 120 


| - hid gentlemen. of: Geneva had a ſhort 
| experience of the-ſame- ſort of complaint, 
though ſtill in a much ſuperior degree.— 
Profeſſor Sauſſure and young Mr. Jalabert, 
when travelling over one of the high Alps, 

vVere caught amongſt thunder- clouds; and 
to their utter aſtoniſhment, found their bo- 
dies- ſo full of electrical fire, that ſponta- 
neous flaſhes darted from their fingers with 
a a crackling _ and the fame kind of ſen- 
7 ſation 
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ſation as when ſttongly electrided by ae 


This was communicated: by Mr. Jalabert to 


the Academy of Seiences at Paris, Lchink, 
in the year 2763; and you will find it re- 
Corded. i in their memoirs. * 7 0 10 Ab 


calf 5 Sa; if + N 


7 
ego icthe. e d O: Au si ig git at; 7 OUS 


It ſeems. pretty eyident, L. A that 
a feelings were to the bodies | 
being poſſeſſed. .of to great a ſhare 
eleftric fire. . This i is an uncommon . 4 
but I do not think it at all improbable; 
that many of our invalids, particularly. the 
hypochondriac, and thoſe we call ' Malades 
Imaginaires, owe their diſagreeable feelings 
to the oppoſite cauſe, or the bodies 1 : 
poſſeſſed, of too ſmall, a quantity: of this. 
fire; for we find that a;diminution of it 
the air ſeldom fails to increaſe their _— 


aten and vice en b agg rare 
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jew. it might Ps of. Es to 93 
people to wear ſome. electric ſubſtance next 
their ſkin, to ers the nerves and fibres 


3 5 5 from 


would pr 


flannel, 'which-ſhould be kept perfectiy | 


1 


- * 


1 | om -the\danjp/-ot „non; electric air 
4 12 a waiſtcoat of dhe Hneſt 


clean and dry zl for the: effuria of, the 


friction that exerciſe muſt occaſion betwixt 


electricity; and would form a kind of elec- 


trie atmoſphere araund the body, that might 


poſſibly be one of the beſt preſervatives 


den e the elle of; een. 5117 101 ie 


— 
& #* ww * 
11118 un 10 
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ih (fa aud ile "Ig 1 aha linſedowbe 


chat her complaints were! owing in great 


part, perhaps entirely, to lier dreſs;; and 


hat a very ſmall alteration, almoſt in any 
part of it, would effeQually have.cured her! 
A lady who has her head ſurrounded with 


wires, and her hair ſtuck full of metal 
. ; rl] N 2 7 ; 19 x 1 * 10 [SED A 


in caſe of amy violent; perſpiration, 
yy ſoon deſtroy ts electric quality: This 955 
ſhould be covered by another of the ſame 
ſize of ſilk. The animal heat, and the 
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theſe - two ſubſtances, ptoduce 4 powerful 4 


n 


— 


N 


* — 
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ere ſtorms, or when the air id ex- 


w repleto-with: oledttical matten ſue | 


would emde — e. 


13 let he — theit ſhoes. be made 


of an electric ſubſtance, and let the wires of 
tleiricaps, and pins of their hair, be ſome- 
chat lengthened: and pointed outwards; 


— and Ithink there is Attle doubt, that they 
will often find themdetves in/ an electtified 
ſtate But, inderds if they only wear 


filks or even worſted: flockings, it may 


ſametimes prove ſufficient; for have. often 
Infolated eleQrometers as perfectiy by pla 


cing 


s an 
che fire mh . 
5 A ſurpriſing; . that during 


| : \ = EO . oh 

" SECILY-AND MALTA. | 

- wing: em on 2 piece of vor filk: * _ 0 
; INE yy th pi rene? 7 70 4+ Fo 955 e e * 


2 11 (:* N + Fm A at 83 


. Fay our Anion imagine, when | 
Po ſurround their heads with wire, the 
moſt powerful of all conductors; 3: and at 
the ſame time wear ſtockings, ſhoes, and 
gowns of ſilk, one of the moſt powerful 
repellents, that they Prepare their bodies 1 in 
dhe ſame manner, and according to the 
| ame principles as electricians prepare their 
oonduttors for attracting the fire of light- 
ning! If they cannot be brought to re- 
linquiſh their wire caps and their pins, 
might they not fall upon ſome ſuch pre- 
ſervative as thoſe which of late years 
dave been 3 8 to neee * 


1 e n yas; 2 thould hf Te . 
herſelf with a ſmall chain or wire, to be 
| hooked: on at pleaſure during thunder- 
ſtorms. This ſhould paſs: from ber cap over 
Vor. I. - the 


+ 
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the thickeſt part of her heir, which will 
prevent the fire from being eee 
to her head; and ſo down to the ground. 
=Tt" is plain this will act in the ſame man- 
| ner as the conductors on the tops of ſtreples, 
which from the metal ſpires that are com 
monly placed there, analogous' to dhe pits | 
and wires, were fo liable to accidents. 
You may laugh at all this; but I aſſur 
you I never was more ſerious in my life. 
A very amiable lady of my acquaintan 
Mrs. Douglas, of Kelſo, had almoſt loſt her 
fe by one of thoſe eaps mounted on wire. 
She was ſtanding at an open win 
during a thundereſtorm: The lightning 

was attracted by the wire, and the eap was 
burnt to aſhes; happily her hair was in its 

natural ſtate, without powder, pomatum, - 
or pins; and prevented the fire from being 

conducted to her head; for as ſhe felt no 
kind of ſhock, it is probable that it went | 
off from the wires of the cap to the wall, 


I to which ſhe. then ſtood. . If it had 
. 9 e 
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found any conductor to carry it o her bead 115 


W in all probability ay he "muſt have 
Keep Killed. —A good firong head of hair, 4 


9110 


if it js kept perfectiy clean and dry, is 


118 


probably one of the beſt ' preſervatives 
Saint the fire of li ghtning. But o ſoon | 


2 $9 of @ 


as it is Hutfed full of ; powder a and pomatum, 0 
| and bound t together 1 with Pins, its repellent 
Te is loft, and it becomes a conductor *, 

But YT 5 pardon for theſe ſurmiſes; 


| ib throw 


m 4 2 x - —_ — 


* Sine the writing of theſe firm's; the author has 
made We experiments on the electricity of hair; 
which tend ſtill to convince him the more of what he 
has advanced. A lady had told him, that on comb- 


ing her hair in froſty weather, in the dark, the had 


ſometimes obſerved ſparks of fire to iſſue from it. This 
made him think of attempting to collect the electrical | 
fire from hair alone, without the affiſtance of any 
other electrical apparatus. To this end, he defired a 
young lady to ſtand on a cake of bees. war, and to 
comb her ſiſter's hair, ho was fitting on a z Chair | be- 
fore her. Soon after ſhe" began to comb, the youn 
lady on the wax was greatly aſtoniſhed to find her 
whole body electrified; 7 out ſparks of fire againſt 
R-2 9 


2% A TOUR, THROUGH, 
1 throw them in your way. only for you 
to imp Ve upon. at your leifure: For 
have it ever in our 1 | 
experiments in electricity. And althougt 
this Huid is the 1 moſt ſubtile and WEE 
any we know, * can command it on 
becaſtöns; and 5 am now ſo accuſtamed to 
its operations, that 1 feldom comb my hair, 
or'p Full off a ſtocking, without obſerving 


mem under ſome form or other. 5 How ia 
prilitiy is it then, that marikind ſhould . 


have lived and breathed 1 in it tn o many 


bw yes mes * 
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every object that approached her. | The, op was ex- 
tremely electrical, and affected an ele 


2 — 


very great diſtance : . He. e charged a metal bd; 


42 4 4 


from it with great eaſe ; and in the ſpace of a few mi- 
nutes collected as much fire immediately from the hair, 
as to-kindle common ſpirits z and by means of a ſmall - 
phial, gaye many ſmart ſhocks,to all the company. A 
full account of theſe experiments was lately read be- 


fore the "Royal Society. They were made during the 
time of a very hard froſt, and on 2 | of hair, 


Sher na Porirua mene * n e 
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SG yeh, without” abit ever Tipe 
woah But to return to wür 


76} 21 Aid: 1 1f- FF5 74 4 
I ett arty och hn oni 
— me dis had obſerved the 


tame phænomenon here that is commoſi in 
the eruptions of mount Veſuvius, viz. red 
forked lightning darting from the ſmoke, 
without being followed by the noiſe of 
thunder. The reaſon poſſibly is, that the 
crater and ſmoke is at tliat time ſo highly 
electrical, that like 2 cylinder or globe, 
heated by friction, it throws off ſpontaneous 
flaſhes into the air, without being brought ; 
into the attraction of any conductor, or . 
body leſs electric than itſelf; (indeed me 
ſpontaneous diſcharges from a good electri- 
cal globe, often bear a perfect reſemblance ; 
to this kind of lightning ol however, if a 
non-eleQtic cloud were to paſs near the 
crater at that time, the craſh of thunder 
would probably be very violent, which in- | 
deed i is often the caſe when the air is full 


3 of 
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| of wet clouds i in the time of an eruption; 
but when t this does, not happen, the equi- 
W Is probably. reſtored by degrees, and. 5 
without any ſhock, from the ſurplus of 
electrical matter being gradually commu- 
njcatec to the earth and ſea all around the 
ntain ; the ene cd ee ; 


1 oft etre Wo A 
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80 highly elediric the yupour 2 bei 
; canos, that it has: been een b big wad 
eruptions, both of tn; 
the whole track of cg which emis. 


Se m baun gen produced the 


4 


and flocks on 9 — mountains; alias Werse, 
and ſetting i fire to houſes; 7 wherever it met 
with them on an elevated e Now 95 


De 


rom its fring, ak FA have difarmed. 
| this formidable. cloud, . 1 Theſe effects, "ay 
ever, only happen when the air is dry 

and little agitated, but when it is full of 
; moiſt 
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the: benmaf the lava me een 11 
down in violent torrents of rain, Whick 
oon convey the electrical matter from the 
clouds to thi _— and wen the i 
librium: gar vam 0:16 £4 1182908 THF a fit" 


in bas aſe. n en. 6 599 
-11As; 8 who is a u, and an 
agreeable companion, was kind enough to 
ſit a good deal with me during my conſine- 
ment, L hade gathered many remarks from | 
his converſation, that _ e be wor- 


* of een 


+l The re of waters ahi ina; he 
tells me is ſurpriſing. have already men- 
tioned the Fiume Freddo, or the river of 
Acis: Recupero confirms what I had been 
told of it. There is a lake on the north of 
the mountain, of about three miles in cir- 
cumference, which receives ſeveral con- 
ſiderable rivers; yet, although there is no 
apparent / outlet, it never overflows its. 
RS > banks. 


aid te Five Frefido:: He-dd-tlaire was 
no reſemblanee in the quality of their 
Waters 3 however, L think it ig probable, 
"that i in a courſe of fo many miles, roi 
the caverns of Etna, full of ſalts and mi- 
d6rlls7 ery cults ehe ade ants 
ive qualities. * OOI187U09.5; 05 Rl; 


381607 Th ooh om mm Igob: boogie 3: 
caters: gba lake' on we sp af A 
mountain to the welt of Etna, The 
of which could never be iound- It is ob- 
ſerved never either to riſe or fall, but ab. 
ways to preſerve the ſame level. It is 
undeubtedly the crater of that mountain 
(which is all of burnt matter) converted 
into a lake. The river which ſupplies the 
baths of Catania is of a very . different 
nature: It never continues the ſame, but 
is perpetually changing. Its current is for 
the moſt part eouſmed under ground by 
the lavas ; but fometimes it burſts out with 


SICILY XNDp MAUr A. 449 
ſuch viclence that the eity has ſuffered 
greatly from it; and what is ſtill more un- 
fortutiate, theſe eruptions are genctallßx 
1 nee IT 
beg ev fears Na, / amd is at prelant as 
moſt reduced to nothing. They are in 
perpetual dread ef ite breaking out, and 
aying _—_ their fields, as it has ſo often 
done before; What is ſingular; it gene- 
rally burſts out After u long tract of the 
drieft and warmeſt weather. The tnean 
academy have never been able to account 
för this eircumſtunce. 1 chink it is moſt 
probable that it ariſes from the melting of 
the ſnow on Etna, but I ſhall not pretend 
to ſay how. Theſe, perhaps, overfilling 
the | caverns that uſually receive their 
water, the _ is " carried 4 into this 


river. 


 { The, river ef Alcantara certainly takes 
En n Its 
waters, 


ö —— honeſt 
ſeaſon. : Fhexe care, ilixcwiſe a. variety of 


lity, that birds and beaſts have; deen found 
lyingo dead on their banks, frem having 
drunk of their water. But (what is, per- 
haps ſtill. more ſingular) Reeupero told me, 
that about twenty years ago, a rent opened 
in the m i 


ain, that for a confiderable 


time ſent forth ſo mephitic a vapour, that, 
like the lake Averpus, birds were Ke 
* in flying over it. | 


2. . wits where the air is 
18 W e _ that it is impoſſible to 
ſupport 
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| ſupport it for an any time. Theſe the peaſants: | 
make uſe of as reſtryoirs for the ſnow; anld 
indeed they make the fineſt ice: houſes in 
the world, preſerving it hard frozen dur- 
ing the hotteſt ſummers. It would be end- 
leſs to give an account of all the caverns, 
and other curious appearances about Etna. 
Kircher ſpeaks of a cave which: he ſaws 
chpable, he ſays, of containing 30,0 
| have been loſt! from their temerity in going 
too far. One of theſe caverns ſtill retains 
the name of Proſerpine, from its being 
ſuppoſed by the ancients, the paſſage by 
which Pluto conveyed: her into his domi- 
nions; on this occaſion Ovid deſcribes 
Ceres, as ſearching for her daughter, with 
two trees which ſhe had plucked from the 
mountain, and lighted by way of torches. 
Theſe he calls Teda, which is ftill the name 
of a tree I have ſeen no where but on 
mount Etna. It produces a. great quantity 
of roſin, and was ſurely the moſt proper 
2 tree 


10 

1 
; ” . N | Gy 
rpaſe:.:: Sato da. ping 
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«ft Adi E Aer TT 1; Blot 8: 
e e variety of 
flowers, trees, &, on mount Etna. 1 
have found a long liſt of them in Maſſa; 
bus As Liam not acquaintab with their Sici- 

an nan es, I; can. make little outlof it. T | 
have engaged a perſon here to procure me 
a-collection:o6 thein ſoeds in tlie ſeaſon,” I 
find of tht number, the cinnamon ſarſapa - 
rilla; ſaſſufras, rhubarb,” and many others 
that bthbught had not been natives of Eu- 
rope. The Palma Chriſti too, that Plant 
ſo much celebrated of late, from the ſeed 
of which the caſtor oil is made, grows . both 


bere and in many other places of Sicily, in 


the greateſt abundance. Our botaniſts have 
ee e „reren, 
bs lay vaten A — on | this glam, 
123 and 


aud the virtues of che oil extracted from its 
ſeed, which he makes a ſort of Catholiuon. 
You may believe we ſhall not leave Sicily 
without providing ourſelves with 4 den | 
Hara 1 Mot zi 0 


| 3 x 


| Mount nur, 1 find is as muck a 
the variety of its tc IG 
Flutarch ſays, their fmell was 0 ſtrong. 


impoſſible to hunt: I ſhall Traniferlibe the 
paſſage as it is before me in an old tranlla- 
tion I have borrowed: Circum Etnam 
« in. Sidilia neminem ferunt cum banibus 
« venatum ri; quia enim multos perpetuo 
« illic ut in viridario prata, colleſque flores 
* mittunt a fragrantia, quæ eam oram occu- 
pat, obfuſcare ferarum anhelationes, &c.” 
Ariſtotle has like wiſe a paffage to the very 
i but this We lufee N 
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withſtanding this advantage they had 


ſtage, which was much celebrated; ds wel 


as'that of bears, is thought to be extintt. 


een places of — are ft 
a . om thoſe animals. © 85 1 777 
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Atoqet 


The Horſes ain cane of imbunt: ties. 
F the beſt in Sicily. The cattle 
are ſtill of a large ſize, and have horns of 
ſueh a length, that they are preſerved as 


curioſities in ſome muſeums. The henley, 


— a ——— nenn 
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e are 80 to 5 aventition ae poreu- 
pines and land, tortoiſes. on. ſome Parts of 
Etna; but we had not the good fortune to 


meet with any of them. Neither did we 


ſee 


beeaſts in the woody — rs 15 


over — and mn! dhe number 
| Th. 7 hade : 
i ſtill bowerer the wild — the rocbutk, 
and à kind of wild goat; but the race of 
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* ay, eagles or valtures, which: are like- 
vie den e to be inhabitants of; this; moun | 


taln- 723163 be bot P eli 1 4 N 
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Ibe accounts given of mount. Xtra by 
the old Sicilian authors, (ſeveral, of whom 
I have borrowed. from, Recupero) are very 
various. Some of them deſcribe the hollow 
of the crater as, being f ſeyen or eiglt miles 
in cireumference, ſome wake it, five, and 
others only three: And probably all of 
them are right; * for IL. find, by all their 
accounts, that generally once in about 100 
years, the whole crater has fallen down 
into the bowels of the mountain; That i in 
proceſs of time, a new crater is ſeen peep- 
ing out of the gulph; which, perpetually 
enereaſing by the matter thrown up, is by 
degrees raiſed again to its ancient height, 
till at laſt becoming too heavy for its hol- 
low foundations, it again gives way, and 


= 
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at once ſinks down into the mountain. 
i This happened our 100 you ago, in the 


3 year 
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4 ſeu turris, ad ; ingentem eee . 
 viatury” aver Un cum vaſta pl: 


1 
70 
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; dh Mete ur Atoito; i the 
years 1 {4 1 325. and 1757. . Of al theſe 
T have read in account; but probably be 
wirt the two laſt mentioned, mere has 
been another that is not recorded, as the 

tetvdls betwixt all "the reſt are Prett 
ne equal. 5 10 d £7 O36! 
40 net 1278 wan & o ac 
Some of them give a dreadfil "a 
of it.  Folcando, one of their h ens 
tells us „it ſhook the whole iſland, and re⸗ 
founded through all its ſhores. Andt their 
poet Ecrico ſays, on the ame occaſion, 
5 9 | 388 9 ! . 19000 « Yode 
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e Per mille plage lidio. e mn FITS \ 
be” The bellowing, dire a thouſand] lands . ö 
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® Whoſe trem bling ſhores return the dreadful 


$93 1 N Ant 2 BJ ; 4 50 
66 ſound.” 


m ll Anh u webe wil very ſ 150 
happenj as the circumference of the crater 
is no · where retorded to have been reduced 
to leſs than three miles; and Recupero ſays, 
it is at preſent only three miles and a half; 
beſides, 100 years, the common um 
nee ee its laſt fall. CLE 
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There: re many. fories of gn rauhe 
ing by their temerity, in being too curious 
Fe, of the e of this moun- 


© ES: 


thoſe that, have, "nh „ fav ihe 

the interpoſition of ſome ſaint or the vir- 
gin, who are ſuppoſed to be in a perpetual 
ſtate of "warfare with the devils in mount 
Etna. That, part of the iſland where Etna 
lands, has ever been named 4/ Val Demoni, 
Vol. I. 8 from 
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city; and every one was carrying off his 
mioſt valuable effects; two fich brothers 
named Anjinomus and Anapias, neglecting 
Ml thek wealth, Weaped fromm the confla- 
= Station & 
backs. Theſe authors add, that the firs, 
relpetting fuch filial piety, tpared them, 
Whilſt many others that” took fl the dme road 


4398 A roon ns 
from the frequent 18 N181 


8 * "i 
w 344 * 


and the a di Abe N 


LIC x # 
£4 


it is taken 


when the fire was pouring down upon the 


ith their aged parents on their 


vey conſamkd. | 5 


This action evi beet” i day: ex · 


tolled, and proves, 1 think, "that feats of 
— kind ee means common in 
31 + + . ole 


vils. It makes one third ör ine rt 
| The other two 22 8 ined the Vat 1 TIN 


inone for, thought 9 how 


hotieb-of by lea. Ariſtotle, Strabo, and 
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thoſe days. Now, pray, don't you think, 
in the world at preſent, bad as it is fap- 


poſed to be, there are few' ſons, who would 
not have iced in the fame manner? and 
fure Lam; the reſt of mankind would not 
have made. filth à fuſs about it. Huma- 
ny und natural affection, I believe, in 
whole kges we are inelined to extol ſo much, 
were — my N degrees ſo powerful as 
—Even the pious Eneas 
himſelf, one of wo moſt renowned of all 

their heroes, was in effe& but a ſavage, 


notwithſkanding all that Virgil ſays to per= 
ſuade us of the contrary ; 's for you find him 


 facrificing his weak and captive enemies, at 
the Tame time that he is canting and 
preaching up piety and June. 


Tbeſe two brothers were ſo celebrated 
for this action, that there was a diſpute 
betwixt he end and Catania, which of 

; theſe | cities had given them birth; and 


| temples ey! erected in both of of 50 
5 1 8 _-n_ 


ſtructions of Catania, there occurs no ine 
Nance, of this ſort —We find t 


lamenting the loſs of prieſts and nuns, 400 
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* n 7 accounts. +? the. more recent —4 


very mueh out of humour at their ſaints, 
for allowing the devils to get the better of 


| them. I have been a good deal entertained 


with ſome of thoſe authors. —Selyaggio, 


one of their poets,.. ſpeaking of the terrible 0 
earthquake in the year. I 169, that deſtroyed 


Catania, and buried multitudes of People 
in the ruins, deſcribes it in the following 
manner, which may ſerve as a ſpecimen, of 
the poetry of that time, are e Ca 


7 Catanram doleo, dolor 3 5 
Clara potens antiqua fuit; plebe, milite, elero, 
Divitiis, auro, ſpecie, virtute, triumphis. 
Heu terræ motu ruit illa potentia rerum! . 
Morte ruit t juvenis, 1 moritur r vir, ſponſa, maritus. 
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it baer Dede dirvjt hora 
In tanto gemitu periit ts maxima gentis, 
Proh dolor] et m or Hy n quatuor et 
Hie plus: WET, S115 OG OK did ien 
Et periit paſtgr patrie, pater ;pſe Job. 
Pontificalis honor, lux regni ſic periere,” 


* 

4 
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But another, Guftanavilla, one of their 
hiſtorians, gives a very different account 

2 this affair; as it is likewiſe ſome what 
eurious itt its way; I Thall copy it for your 
amuſement: In ommnem terram|”? et in 
fines orbis terræ jam exiit'plaga Ma, qu: 
* nuper in Sicilia pereuſſi ſunt Catanenſes 
. in vigilia B. Agathæ; cum epiſcopus ille 
« damnatiſſimus, qui, fieut ſeitls, fibi ſumpſit 
4 honorem, non vocatus a Domino, tan- 
quam Aaron, et qui ad ſedem illam, non 
60 electione eanonica, ſed Giezitick venalita- 
e te intravit; cum, inquam abominationis 
9 offerret incenſum, intonuit de cœlo Do- 
* minus, et ecce terræ motus factus eſt 
* magnus; | angelus enim Domini percu- 


5 2 1 * tiens 


* papulo, amen cittitate erte, i 
'. aan nt my ILY VIHESY bang: ni 
not been e the ow Wake hank 
was lil fuchs e ee 
left one foul alive. 2 * Xl 7 n Song ng, 


right to ac t nin? tha 1: 
kb i A avyjoys.painting;of be 
eruption 1669, in the cthedral of th _ 
It is but indifferently painted, but gi 

dreadful idea of that even ket pre 
was upon the ſpot, deſerides He, ſays, 
on the . 11th of March, . ſometime before 
the lava burſt out, aſs violent. carth- 
quakes and dreadful: ſubtcrraneo bello 
ing, a rent was opened in the mountain 
twelve miles long; in ſome places of which, 
when they threw. down ftones, they could 
not hear them ſtrike the bottom. He ſays, 
that burning rocks, fixty palms in length, 
were thrown to the diſtance of a mile; and 
that the giants, ſuppoſed to be buried under 


| — 
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maunt ins, ſeemed to. haye renewed 
their war againſt heayen+ Phat ſtoneg f a 
leſſer ſiae were carried upwards of three 
miles z and that the thunder and lightning 
| than the-noiſe of the mauntain. He adds, 
that after the moſt violent ſtruggles and 
ſhaking of the whole iſland, when the lava 
at laſt burſt through, it ſprung up into the 
air to the height of ſixty palms.—In ſhort, 


he deſcribes that event, as well as the uni- . 


verſal terror and conſternation it occafioned, 
in terms full of horror. For many weeks 
the ſun did not appear, and the day ſeemed 
to be changed into night. Soon after the 
lava got vent, which was not till four 

months from the time that the mountain 
began to labour, all theſe dreadful fymp- 
_ toms abated, and it was foon after perfectly 


* iet. 


He W this deluge of fire, after de- 


rojng the fineſt country in Sicily, and 
f 84 . ſweeping 
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pouring * me city, it deſtroyed 
| ; every object it met une overwhelming 
and burying all in dne promiſcuous ruin. 


Gd ,hast Siodw 53 to ani dnt 
AW hat. he xegrets moſt, way; ſome pre- 
cious remains of antiquity $4 the names, the 
ſituation, and even the memory of whoſe 
exiſtence, is nom laſt. in the place. 12 
mentions, an amphitheatre, which he calls 
Colliſeo, the Circus Maven, abe Namur 


1 ap ſeyeral an. . 
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= account of this Saut eruption ve 


| ſent to Charles II. by Lord Winchelſea, : 
9 who. was then returning from his embaſſy 


at Conſtantinople, and ſtopped here on pur- 
poſe to ſee ſo remarkable an, event, But 
his lordſhip, has not been at that paing to 
eramine it we e have wiſhed. - His 

curioſity 
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at the lava at a _ diſtance ; but did not 
think * examining its ſource, or aſcend- 


ing the mountain, although, at that. ume 
all the moſt formidable circumſtance 
n were IS 7 461; i 05 1 


* ould not ot finiſh this account of mount 
Etna, without ſaying ſomething of the 
various fables and allegories to which! it has 
given riſe; but it would probably lead me 
into too vaſt a field, and sive this morę 
the air of a diſſertation than a letter or a 
journal. Theſe vou. will eaſily recoll ect. 
They have afforded ample employment for 
the mule, i in all ages, and i in all languages; 
and indeed the philoſopher and natural 
hiſtorian have found, in the real properties 
of this mountain, as ample a fund of ſpe- 
culation, / as the poets: have done in the 
E is ſo often: mentioned by the 
9859811 | = oY ancient 
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ancient writers. that it has been ſaid of 
Aus as wel! as of Greeess,. vel of ac 
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Nullum eſt fi ſine nomine faxum.” 
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Indeed," T nh war enen 


preſet ; for we eren Hund — "ay 
mountains that had no name; ans it does 
not at all a a] ppear, "that t. ie number of phi- 
Hlofophers 0 Sicily ue ny means in- 
creaſed | in the later ages. Their ambiti n 
is now changed ;" and ff they can get 4 
Jain to keep the devils of Etna in order, 
they trouble themſelves very little about che 
eauſe of iis operations; and do not value 
their ifland half fo much for having given 
birch te Archimedes or Empedocles, us te 

St. ee 1 rome aur bar - 
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There are many paſſages in their authors 
that ſhew-this ; though, perhaps, none more | 
ſtrongly than their” making D Deucation: and 
Pyrrha take refuge on the top of it, to Tave 
themſelves from the univerſal delu _ 


gh mall now nslude this iz account 
of mount Etna with Virgil's celebrated 
deſcription of it in the third Æneid, which 
has been ſo. much admired. You, may 
compare ĩt with the following deſeription 
of the famous poet Raitano, held, I aſ- 
ſure you, in . as Oy eſtimation by the 


89 61 
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7 Nel mezzo verio retbere a ayyiccina | 
Etna la fronte ſua cinta di orrori, 


3 con iſpavantevole rovina 3 510 
Rimbomba, e con  orribil fragori. 


— um 1 e — — Jy 


; . Ce — 5 A Sin cum 
ſactus eſt, omne genus humanum interiit præter Deu- 
eslienem et Pyrrham, qui in montem Miriam qui al- 
tiſmnus in Sicilia 0 Hicinus. 
Sovente 


4 TOUR IR enen 
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Scagli, e divelte viſcere di monte zuko 

Erruttando tal volta avido eſtolle; 1 
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ra 6 the” Steinau tuſe ag vin 
not however heſitate to elbe we th rene | 


ts the Roman one, alttiough the former is 


evidently flolen from ber. C1 
$93 J none gien Alt nt h ont 


*. Horrificis 3 tonat Etna ruinis, 
Interdumque atram prorumpit ad æthera nubem, 
Turbine fumantem piceo et candente favilla, 
Attollitque globos flammarum, et ſidera lambit. 
Interdumque ſcopulos, avolſaque viſcera montis 4 
Erigit eructans, liquefactaque ſaxa ſub aura 
Cum gemitu glomerat, fundoqueexzſtuat imo. 


4 But both thefe have been greatly out- 
done " the wonderful ** — of aur 
ive „ great 
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countryman man Sir Richard Blackmore; 
who accounts at once for the whole phæ- 
| tiiaetias of Etna, by the ſimple idea of 
giving the mountain a fit of the colic: 
A thought that had eſcaped; all the poets 
and philoſophers of antiquity, and ſeems 
for ever to have been reſerved for the pro- 
found genius of this great maſter and fa- 
ther of the Bathos.— I have forgot the gab 
ſage; but you will find 455 1 think, 
prince Arthur. 


The philoſophical .poet, Lucretius, has 
likewiſe mentioned. the eruptions of mount 
Etna; but Pindar is the oldeſt poet we 
| know. of, that has taken any notice of 
them. His deſcription is, I think, the 
moſt ſatisfactory of all, and conveys a 
clearer idea both of the mountain itfelf, and 

an eruption of the mountain, than either 

the Roman or Sicilian poet, though it is 
not near fo much laboured, nor worked 


: 


up 


2 4 TOUR eee ee 
they bave found a means toanrmadure; Its 
| greateſt fault i that Pitday had fn 
kept in view that abſürd idea of the un- 
cients, that Jupiter hadibaried the' giants 
under mount Auna; and that heir ſtrug- 
ung 7e get loch, was che cauſe” of is 
eruptions: But even this he touches but 
flightly, as if aſhamed to give ſuch a fea- 
ſon. The paſſage is tranſlated into _ 
liſh by Mr. Weſt. * e 


* Now Unter ſmoking Comes wagons roaſt 
And vaſt Sictla, tres hiv tor Great, 

By ſnowy Etna, nurſe of cndleſs froſty | 

The mighty prop of heaven for ever — W N 
Forth from whoſe flaming caverns iſſuing riſe 
Tremendous fountains of pure liquid fle, 
Which veil in ruddy miſts the .noon-day ſkies 
While wrapt in ſmoke the eddying flames aſpire; 
Or gleaming thro? the night with hideous roar, 
Far oer the ref "wing main huge rocky fragments 
Jon. 


This 


5101 AUB MAE TA 4c / 
- This palſuge decides what the been much 


diſputed, that Etna was in theſe early get 
of 5 f great an elevation as at t preſent... 1 
has been alleged, that voleinos always 3 in- 
N ſe in height till they are extinguiſhed, 
| when they are luppoled to moulder dow 
and by degrees fink 1 into the caverns wat 
are below them, like the aſtruni, and the: 
folfaterra at Naples: However we find that 
| Kina v was at that time as now, covered with. | 
eternal ſnows, and was ſuppoſed, like Atlas, 
to be one of the great props. of heaven. 
But what pleaſes. me. the moſt. in this de- 


ſeription i is, that it Proves * the * 
mote, eruptions, it was common for the | 
lavas of tna to run a great way out to _ 8 
ſea.— The concluſion, I think, is fully as 
juſt, and perhaps not leſs ſublime, than e N 
ho * avollaque. viſcera montis erigit oructans = 
of Vn v which, I muſt own, 1 think, ra- 
"> . Ff 
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tte karlieft after th he arrival of th the Greets 
in Sicily. "Phe" ſeco nd ha 9 1 Ro the h 


the 
IVA the laſt 
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time bp = 77 Opis, and the la 

in that of the B8th, which was nearly 
about 0 ng when  Plndar wrote; ſo | 
that we cannot doubt chat his "deſcription. 
is takem from the accounts be had Beard 
of ſome of thoſe” ob ages” 6, the circuni= 


had aforded "matter ' of conrerlation 1 
Over Oreece. a QUT O07 nan, 10 
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Ry though Iam afraid; during the re- 
"_ ander of our expedition, we hall meet 
With 


Sag, | T 
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with nothing worthy to ſucceed it—We. 
mall {ail from lience to-thortow morning: 
and expect to fleep at Syracuſe, ' as it is 
only about fifty miles diſtant, I ſhall write 
to you again from the ruins of that cele» 


: wan . ft Farewell. 


Eng "1 - 2 RE 
9 1 ker yours, | 
— * — a s ; F 
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| Hoops x05, e 
N the 31ſt of May we embarked on 
board à felueca, and ſet fail for the 


| en Syracuſe.— The wind was favour- 
able, and for ſome time we went at a 
great rate. The view of mount Etna, for 


the whole of this little voyage, is won- 
derfully fine, and the bold black coaſt 


formed for near thirty miles, of the lava 
of that immenſe volcano, gives the moſt 
awful idea of its eruptions. There is 
no part of this coaſt nearer than thirty 


miles to its ſummit; and yet there has 
hardly been any great eruption, where the 


lava has not reached the ſea, and driven 
back its waters to a great diſtance, leaving 
high rocks and promontories, that for ever, 
{et its waves at defiance, and . their 


N 
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utmoſt limits. What a tremendous ſcene 


muſt the meeting betwixt theſe adverſe ele- 


ments have formed! 


We aeg. ne tete the variety 0 


thanges' this coaſt has undergone in the 


ſpace of ſome thouſands of years, as every z 
great eruption muſt have made a confi der- 
able difference. —Virgil is wonderfully mi- 
nute and exact in his geography of Sicily; 
and this is the only part of the iſland that 

ſeems to be materially altered ſince his 
time. He ſays there was a very large port 

at the foot of Ætna, where ſhips were ak 
: cure from every wind; 


cc 3 1 dea ventorum immotus et 
<< wr, og "= 


of which, at preſent, there are not the leaft 


remains. It is probably the ſame that yas 


called by the Sicilians the port of Ulyſſes ; : 


which is often mentioned by their writers. 


The place of its exiſtence is ſtill ſhewn 


ST 0 „ hea 
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NES three and four miles up we coun- 
try, amongſt the lavas of Etna. However, 
I can fee no ſort of reaſon Why they have 

called this the port of Ulyſſes : For ſurely 
Homer does: not bring his hero near the 
precincts of mount Etna. Indeed 1 think 
it is evident, that this volcano did not burn 
during the time of Homer, nor for ſome 
ages preceding it, [otherwiſe it is not poſ- 
ſible, that he would havei ſaid ſo much of 
Sicily, without taking any notice of ſo 
great and capital an object; which, of all 
others, the daring and ſublime imagination | 
of Homer would have been the moſt eager 
to graſp at.—It is evident, from his ac- 
count, that Ulyſſes landed at the weſt end 
of Sicily, oppoſite to the iſland of Lachaea, 
now Favignana, almoſt two hundred miles 
diſtant from thin port. 


Virgil, with more | judgment, lands bis 
hero at the foot of Etna, which gives 
him an opportunity of introducing ſome 
K 


SICILY. AND MALTA 277 


of the fineſt deſeription in the Enid; But 
it is ſomewhat odd, that here he makes 
Eneas find one of Ulyſſes's companions, - 

who had eſcaped the rage of Polyphemiis, 

| and Had lived for ſeveral months in the 

woods and caverns. of this mountain. 
Virgil muſt have been aware of this * 
propriety, as he well knew that Homer 
had landed Ulyſſes, and placed the cave of 
Polyphemus at the moſt diſtant point of the 


| iſland. But he could not prevail on him- 


ſelf to paſs mount Etna. He was ſo tho- 

roughly convinced, that this was the moſt 
proper landing-place for an epic hero, as 
well as the moſt proper habitation for the 
Cyclops, that, by a bold poetical licence, 
be has fairly taken it for granted, that 
Homer really made it ſo. Indeed, in this 
paſſage, t the pleaſure he affords to the ima- 
gination of his reader, makes an ample 
amends for his having impoſed on his 
judgment. But to return to our voyage. 


1 
* 0 


T 2 - 


me 4 TOUR THROUGH: 


The view of be mountain om tha 
ſea is more complete and ſatisfactory than 
any, where. on the iſland. The eye tak 8 
in a greater portion of the circle, and you. 
' obſerve, with more diſtinctneſa, how it 
] riſes equally on all ſides, from its immenſe 7 
baſ ſe, gverſpread. with the beautiful little 
mountains I have mentioned; and at once 
can trace the progreſs of vegetation, from: 
its, utmoſt luxuriance, 1 to where it is checked 
by the two extremes of heat and of cold— , 
The different regions of the mountain are 
diſtinctly marked out, by their different co: 
"lours, and different productions; expoſing, 
at once to. the raviſhed eye every climate, 
and | every ſeaſon, with all their variety; 


« Wilere bloflbins fruits, and flowers together dre, 
| And the whole your in gay r ory lies,” f 


The firſt region exhibits every object tha 

| characteriſes ſummer and autumn; the ſe- 

cond, thoſe of the moſt delightful ſpring ; 
the third, an Conn and unrelenting wing | 
ter; 1 
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ter; and the fourth, to complete the con- 
| traſt, SINN of unextioguiſtable fre, j 


The clremnfcrencs of 4 great baſe of . 
tna, Recupero told me, he had been at 
8 good deal of pains to aſcertain; as it had 
generally been computed only at a hundred 
miles, or little more, although the radii of 
that circle had ever been eſteemed at thirty 
of thoſe miles; an abſurdity i in computas | 
tion that had put him upon making this 
enquiry, The reſult was, that taking the 
ſuppoſed diſtances of one place from an- 
other, all the way round, the ſum of the 
whole amounted to one hundred and eighty= 
three miles: an immenſe circle ſurely, and 
which is ſtill enlarged by every conſiderable 
eruption. The whole of this circle is 
formed of lava and burnt matter; and 5 
have obſerved, that near the very outermoſt 
borders of it, there have been many little 
eruptions that have pierced through ſome 
of the thickeſt lavas of Etna. Theſe mall 

T4. eruptions, 
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i dee by & the inceaſs heat af The ig 


Which continues for many years rarifying 


the air, in the caverns it has run over, 
which burſting forth from its priſon, the 
lava ſinks down, and kindling the ſulphur 
and nitre with which theſe caverns are 
klled, exhibits in miniature che Phænor me: 
na of 2 great eruption. en af 


There 5 a large budy beach that ex 
tende from the mouth of the river Simetus, 
a great way to the ſouth of Catania, and 
| was probably continued the whole way to. 
the foot of the mountain of Taurominum, 
(where there are ſtill ſome remains of the 


eaſt end of it) till it was broken in upon, / 


many thouſand years ago, by the lavas of 
Atna; 3 Which, from a flat ſandy ſhore, have 
now converted i it into a high, bold, black 
jron coaſt, What i is a ſtrong proof of this; ; 
in many places where they have ſunk 

z _-: 
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deep wells; after piercing through the la, 
pa, they have ln come to beds of ſhells 
and ſea land,” {3 0 10 4 5 313 5 


3 


There is 8 thy very . in 
L the voyage from Catania to Syracuſe. If 
vou will read the concluſion of the third 
hook of the Eneid, you will fnd a much 
better deſcription of it than any, I can give 
you, The coaſt lies low, and, except Etna, | 
there a are no very Ring AF er 


We paſſed the 3 of a rivers : 
T he firſt and moſt conſiderable is, the 
Giar retta, or river of St. Paul, formerly 
the Simetus ; and under that name cele- 
brated by the poets. The nymph Thalia, 
after her amour with Jupiter, is ſuppoſed 
to have been changed into this ſtream; 
and, to avoid the reſentment of Juno, ſunk 
under ground near mount tna, and con- 
tinued her ſubterraneous courſe to the 
ſea, This river was s navigable 3 in the time 


of 


bea ds, ſaints, &c. and i is ſold at high prices 


1 
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of the Röma rie and) Maſſa ſays; the only. 
eue in The iflantl: that was ſo—It' takes its 
riſe on the north ſide of Etna, and furs 
Ty rounding the welt ſkirts of the mountain, 
<2 ed n e ruins of tlie an - 
dent Motgititio. 1 0 Jodi ſinks under 
ground 8 It did formerly; ; but it is now 
celebtated' for 4 quality it does not appeay | 
to Have poſſeſſted'i in the times of antiquity, 
as rond'of the ola writers take notice of 1 it, 
It throws üp near its moutli great quanti- 
ties of fine amber: This is carefully ga- 
thered' by the peaſants in "the neighbours 
| hood, a l bench to Catania, where it is 
manlifi Kurer into the form of croſſes, 


to the uperſtitious people on the continent. 
We bou ght' ſeveral. of theſe reſpectable 
figures, and found them electrical i in a high 
degree; powerfully attracting feathers, 

ſtraws, and other light bodies ; ſomewhat 
emhlematical, you will ſay, of what they 


repreſent —Some mow of this amber con- 
ain 


* 


* 


over the head of a ſaint, to repreſent, he 


told us, 40 Mirito Janto deſcending upon bim. 


I have got ſome fine pieces of this amber, 
more electric, I think, and emitting a 


ſtronger ſmell, than that which ecomes/from = 
the Baltic. The generation of this ſubſtanee 
has long been à controverted point amongſt 
production. It is generally ſuppoſed to be 
: a kind of guns of bitumen, that iſſues from 
de earth in a liquid ſtate, at Which time 
che flies and other inſecis that light upon 


it are caught, and by their ſtruggles to get 


looſe, ſoon work themſelves into its ſub-- 


ſtance, which hardening round them, they 


are for Eyer preſerved in the greateſt per- 


 feRtion. Large hne pieces are conſtantly 


N | 
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tain flies and other inſects curiouſty pre- 
ſerved in ita ſubſtance; and we were not a 
üittle entertained with the ingenuity! of one 
of the! artiſts, who haz left a large cblue- 
bottle-fly, with its wings expanded, exactly 


te Beviere, and the Pantana; the firſt of 


e A. TO un hls Wen 2; 


2 en — . 4 

river; but it is ſingular, that none of it is. 
ever found any where but on the ſea · ſhore: 
They have likewiſe here a kind of arti- 
ficial amber, made, I am told, from "ny 7 | 
1 it is n different n the t 

* be 1 * mouth * 8 river 
there are two of the largeſt lakes in Sicily ; 


which is ſuppoſed: to have been made by 
Hercules; in conſequence: of which it was 
held ſacred by the antients. They are full ä 
of a variety of fiſh ; one ſpecies of which, 
called Molletti, is much eſteemed: the ſalt- 
ing and exportation of theſe makes a con» 
- fiderable'branch of commerce at Leontini, 
which is in that neighbourhood : that city 
is one of the moſt antient in the iſland, 
and is ſuppoſed to have been the habitation 
of the 3 | 


The 
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1. Thie Leontins fields have been much 0 
Fania For their fertility : Both” Diodorus 
and Pliny aſſert that they yielded wheat an 
hundred - fold, and that grain grew ſponta- 
neouſly here without culture: But this was 
only during th reign of do's ad is not 
now the caſe. 


A be bens ſailing we came in ſight 


of che city of Auguſta, which is beautifully 


ſituated in a ſmall iſland that was formerly 
a peninſula: It was therefore called by the 
Greeks Cherſoneſus. Both the city and 
fortifications ſeem conſiderable, and are 
ſaid to contain about 9000 inhabitants. 
The ruins of the Little Hybla, fo celebrated 
for its honey, lie within a few miles of 
OE e of 167 
Some time „ our vin at Syracuſe, 
it fell a dead calm, and we ſpied a fine 
turtle faſt aſleep on the ſurface of the water: 
Our Pilot ordered a profound lence, and 
— 


466 4 TOUR THROUE 
. 1 en very geatly, thut if 


6 8 and; two men were | 
placed: ready at the ptow to ſecure 'the 
prize We were all attention and expect- 
ation, and durſt hardly ear for __ of 
diſturbing him. e [6 


We mosed omly on, and the turtle lay 
ſtone:ſtill; the two men bent down their 
Dodies, and and had their arms already in the 
Water 101 this him, No alderman, with 
all deference be it ſpoken, ever beheld his 
turtle upon the table with more pleaſure 
and ſecurity; nor feaſted his imagination 
more luſciouſly, upon the banquet,—He 
only thinking of the various ways in which 
he ſhould be dreſſed ;—When—how vain 
and tranſitory all human poſſeſſions ! the 
turtle made a plunge, ſlipped through their 
fingers, and diſappeared in a moment, and 
with him all our hopes. We looked very 
© fooliſh 
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Fooliſh. at each other, without uttering a 
word, till Fullarton aſked me in the maſt 
provoking manner in the world, whether 
I éwould chuſe a little of the. callipaſh or 
the callipee.— The two men ſhrugged up 
their ſhoulders, and ſaid Pazienza; but 
Olover told them in a rage, that all the 
Pazienza n was not "GPM to n 
turtle. 3 . 


Soon after this. the remains * the 
great Syracuſe appeared ; the remembrance 
of whoſe glory, magnificence, and il- 
luſtrious deeds both in arts and arms, 
made us for ſome time even forget our 
turtle. But alas ! how are the mighty 
fallen! This proud city, that vied with 
Rome itſelf, is now reduced to a heap of 
rubbiſh; for what remains of it deſerves 
not the name of a city. We rowed round 
the greateſt part of its walls without. ſee- 
ing a human creature; thoſe very walls 
that were the terror of the Roman arms; 
from 
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with his — üfted — 
t of the ſea, and daſhed them 
cke. We found the interior 


en & "the ity agreed but too well with 


1 — There was not an 
found; and after viſiting all the 
ies a1 religious fraternities iti 


Sie ſearch of beds, we found the whole of then 
ſo wretchedly mean and dirty, that we Pre- 


ferred at laſt to lleep on ſtraw; but even 
that we could not have clean, but : are cat 


up ith verimln of every kind, ” P 


A 
* = 7 $ 5 , 
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We Wit letters for che Count Gactatis, | 
who made an apology that' he could not 
lodge us, but in other reſpects ſhewed us 
many civilities ; particularly in giving us 
the uſe of his carriage, in explaining the | 


ruins, in pointing out every thing that 


was wotthy of our attention ; and likewiſe 
in giving us letters of recommendation for 


Malt. Het is a gentleman of good ſenſe, 
and 


8 wen Fa | 2 N b TA. 5 


bine The' ruins. af the ee ge 
Tycha, As and Neapolis are com 
puted at twenty- two miles in circumference, : 


but almoſt the whole of this ſpace is nov 
converted into rich ; vineyards, orchard 
and corn- fields; the walls of theſe are in- 
deed every where built with broken marbles 
full of E and ions but 
Principal remains of antiquity: are un. 
and amphitheatre; many ſepulchres, the 


Latomie, the Catacombs, and the famous 
ear of Dionyſius, which it was impoſſible ; 


to 2 Latomie now makes a no- 


8 i & 
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Some of theſe trees, but more partibularly 


erer ee! Mea. of: it 10 about 0 one : hun- 


canients- quarry, eee probably 
de Bresteſt part of 'Syracuſe-was- built: is 
now covered with an exceeding rich foil ; 
aud as no wind from any point of the 
:mpaſs>can. toyeh it, it is filled with a 
great variety vf che fineſt fhrubs and fruit- 
trees, which bear with. vaſt luxurianee, and 
Are never laſted. | The oranges, citrons, 
| borgamors, — ſige, Nr. are 
al of a remarkable ſizt and fine quality 


te olives, grow out of the hard rock; 
Ane no viſible ſoil; eee 


N neee 
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"lite 16 2 variety 6f wind aud romantie | 
ſcenes iir ehis curious gatden'; th the midft 
of which we were ſurpriſed by the appear?” 
ane of A figure under one of the caverns, 
that added greatly to the dighity and ſos 
lemnity of the place. —It was that of an 
aged man, with 2 long flowing white beard 
that reached down to his middle. His oft 


wrinkled face und ſranty grey locks pro- 


. noumed him 4 member of ſome former 
gage as welk as of this. His Hands, which 


were ſhook by the patfy, held a fort of 
pilgrim's ſtaff; and abbot His neck there 


was à firing o kirge beads" with' a crucifls 


hanging to its end.—-Had it not been for 
theſe marks of his later exiffence, I dot 
know but 1 fHoufd Have aſked Him, whe- 
ther, in hir youth, he had not been a6- | 
quainted with Theberitus and Archimedes, 
atif I ne did not remember the reign of 
Dionyſi us the tyrant. But he faved us the 
trouble, by telling us he was the kermit of 
5 the place, and belonged to a' convent of 
| Uz 9 9 capu- | 


15 6e that inhabit i it. in be WW”! 


x A TouR T HR UGH. 
Ca apuchins on the rock above: that he ou 
now bid adieu to the upper world, and Was, 
determined to ſpend. the reſt of bis life i in, 
this ſolitude, in, prayer. for, the wretched | 


| This 1 1 with t . t. in 
en it appears, are indeed admirably well 


5 adapted, and reflect a mutual dignity upon 
each other. We left ſome money upon the 


rock For the Capuchins, who are the 
greateſt beggars on earth, never touch 
money, but ſave their too tender conſciences, 
and preſerve their yows unbroken, by the 
; ſimple device of lifting it with a Pair of 
pincers, and carrying it to market; in their 
ſack or cowl. This I have ſeen more than 
once. We were. much delighted with the 5 
Latomie, and left it with regret: It ; is the, | 
very ſame that has been ſo much celebrated, 
by Cicero about 1800 years ago: Opus 
«eſt ingens (ays he) magoificum, regum, 
a0 tyrannorum. Totum ex ſaxo in mi- 
Ky © randany 


_ 4 
* a J 7 
* 


j 
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« randam altitudinem depreſſo, 1 Sc. 751 
little to the weſt of it is ſuppoſed to have 
ſtood the country-houſe, the ſale of which) 
you will remember he gives In) lively and 
m_— an acedunt of; by which a gold- 
mith (I have forgot his name) cheated a 
wt nobleman | in a very ingenious 


# +4 


manner, 


”, — * J * ” *., 4, . 
1 41 rn 1 1 x * | ? 
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Tie ei of Dionyſius is no leſs a monu- 
ment of the ingenuity and e 
1 5 cavern cut out of "the hard 7 in 
the form of the human ear. The perpen- 
dicular height of it is about 80 feet, and 
the length of this enormous ear is not leſs 
than 250. The cavern was faid to be o 
_ contrived, that every ſound made in it, 
was collected and united i into one point, as Ss. 
into a focus ; 2] this was called the Tympa- 
num; and exactly oppoſite to it the tyrant. 
had * a ſmall hole, which communicated 
with a little apartment where he uſed to 
U 3 | conceal 
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conceal hinaſe}f, He applied his own, ear ta 
this bole, and is aid ta haye heard ditinQly, 
e word that way ſpoken in the cavenn 

dee, A Pertchenf WA 0 dae 
. put to death alla WOT &.IMNCF > tdi Nn 5 
employed in it. He then. confined all that 


5 he ſuſpected were his enemies; and by overs, * 


hearing their converſation, judged ol their 


„ this. e of Dias is rey 
high i in the rock, and now, totally inacceſ; 
ſible, we had i it not in our Power to make 
proof « of this curious experiment, which 
our guides told 1 us had been done ſome years 

ago gt the captain of an Engliſh ſhip. 5 


j 


The ho in i the e ear is prodigious ; much 
ſuperior to any other cavern I have ſeen, 
The holes in the rock, to which the priſo- 
ners were chained, Rill deren, and even 


the 
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| — here tb drink, of | om ou aas 
ize Near to this thete ate 
en ik ade hers they carty 
on a mAuUfctery of titre, Which is'fouttd 
iu vuſt abundanes on the ſides of thele 


p * f g A *« Py - 
« 8 8 * hg Os & " + 
— n 7 


be 5 is in * nn of's a 
your excentrie ellipſe, and is mack tuined ; 
but the theatre is ſo entire, that moſt of 
the gradini or {eats ſtill remain. Both theſe 
are in thet part of the city that was called 
Neapoli, or the New City. © Quarts' au- 
4. tem eſt urbs (ſæys Cicero) que quie pol- 
A trema ædifiratà eſt, Neapolis nominutur, 
quam ad ſummam theatrum eſt: maxi- 
1. mum, &ec,” However, it is but 1 fmall 
theatre in compariſon of that of Tauro- 
minum. We ſearched amongſt the ſepul- 
chres, ſeveral of which are very elegant, 
2 chat of Archimedes; but could fee no- 
OE 4s thing 
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| w4s-ddorned wih the Genes 1 4 ler 
inſide in nee but en loſt” 
1 the time that. Goero was quaſt ay 
Sicily. It is pleaſant to obſerve, wich 
what eagerneſs. this great man undertakes 
| the ſearch of it, and with what exultation 
he deſcribes: his triumph on the diſcovery. 
CY Ega autem aum omnia colluſtrarem ocu- 
lis ſeſt enim ad portas Agragianas magna 
16 frequentia ſepulchrorum) animadverti 
% columnellam non multum e dumis emi- 
* nentem, in qua inerat ſphere figura et 
* cylindri. + Atque ego ſtatim Syracuſanis 
lud ipſum arbitrari eſſe quod quzrerep. 
Ammiſſi cum falcibus multi purgarunt, et 
e aperuerunt locum; quo cum patefactus 
i effet aditus ad ad verſam haſim acceſſimus; 
1 apparebat epigramma exeſis poſterioribus 
| 0 Partibus verſiculorum dimidiatis fere: Ita 
£ debbie e eivitag, quondam vero 
| etiam 
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| . + Ariat didic eee Se.“ 2,55 35 eee 
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*'The/Gathe6rabs arg'a great work; little 


? Infeviorietthor to thoſe of Rome or Naples 


and in the fame Nile. There are many 


remains of temples. The Duke of Mont- 


albano, vrho has written on the antiquities 


of Syracuſe, reckons near twenty; but 
tere is hardly any of theſe chat are now 


diſtinguiſhable. A few ſine columns of 


that of Jupiter Olympus ſtill remain; and 
che temple of Minerva (now converted into 
the cathedral of the city, and dedicated to 


the Virgin) is almoſt entire. They have 
lately built a new fagade to it; but I am 


afraid they have not improved on the ſim- 
plicity of the antique. It is full of broken 
| E work I think 1 in a a bad wile, 


N 


Orte the city cha part of Sy- 


facuſe, was anciently an illand; it is often 
= denominated 


- + <a> — * 
— „% - 


* latter neee. pro ably 


of this mighty. city, the. ſtrait aha We 
hit, from the continent, was filed up; 


2 1 nom been a peninſula for many 


the "I gy of Spain, at a 
the neck of land 


— err 2 ve nod Wen, re- 


Alyce ito * mieten 


_ 4 


701 * 448 


., Here, he * mise a. noble g 


STEELE 3%.: 


hich, appears to be almoſt impregnable. 
There are four ſtrong gates, one within 


the other, with each a glacis, covered way, 


ſearp and counterſcarp, and a broad deep 


| ditch filled with ſea-Water, and defended | 


by an immenſe number of—embraſures 3 j—_ 

but not ſo much as one ſingle piece of ar- 
tillery. This you will no doubt think ri- 
diculous enough, but the ridicule is ſtill 
heightened, when I aſſure you there i is not 
a cannon of 7 kind belonging to this 


noble 


* $44. OY: 3 
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noble. fortreſs; but one mall battery of fix, 
povnderg, for ſaluting hips that go in and 
_ out, of de pon. I you ard M loſs. ta 
account for this, yon wWäill Pleaſe remember 
that it is a work of the Eing of Spain. 
However, thedinchns are very uſeſul; they 
are perpetually couered with fiſking-boats 3 
and they. can uſe: their nets. and lines here: 
with the grxateſt ſucceſo, even in the moſt 


ſtormy weather though I date ſay this was 


nage of the-motives that induced his ma- 
| Jeſty e make them. The nobility of the 
place have likewiſe e here, for bar 
r 


. the celebrated hon, * Arcthuſa 


has ever been looked upon as one of the 
greateſt curioſities of Syracuſe, you may 


believe we were not a little impatient to 
examine it: And indeed only by obſerving 
Gicero's account of it , ve ſoon found it 


In hae inſula extrema eſt fons aquz dulcis, cui 
nomen Arethuſa eſt, incredibili magnitudine pleniſ- 
| - | ſimus 


3 


4 : | which em 2 

duanntztes of fiſk it eo eee | 7 
Ts 3 * 1 1185 . 
t > huore/al ndoned 1. i: v0 inn 


near it, Wen gend feſtivals were anni 
celebrated in honour of the goddeſs. We 
found a number of nymphs, up to che 
knees in che fountain, buſy waſhing their 
garments; and we dreaded the fate of 
Actæon and Alpheus: but if theſe were of 
Diana's train, they are by no means ſo co 
as they were of old; and a man would 
hardly chuſe to run the riſk of being : 
changed either into a a flag or or a a river for the 
. of them Nos ph ” "LA =; 


1 an 
"riſes at once out of the earth to Fw fize 


fan 8 qui i Koctu totus operiretur, niſi mu- 
nitjone, ac mole lapidum a mari W ele, de. | 


* 


of 


I 


but natural hiſtorians and philoſophers too, . 


sicli F NP MALTA, 


i ok 


the identical river Arethuſa, that ſinks under 
ground near Olympia i in Greece, and con- 


tinuing its courſe for five or ſix hundred 
miles below the enn, nile gain: in this. 


ſ th 0 E. 74 F \% ö * 5 * 1 9 " * % k 
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wv | 


this ſhould have es fuck a meer 
the ancients, for it is not only their poets, 


that take notice of it. Pliny mentions it 
more than once; and there are few or none 


| of the L Latin poets that it has eſcaped, 


This FCA, belief has been communi- 
cated to the Sicilian authors, and, what i is 
amazing, there is hardly any of them that 
doubts of it—Pomponius Mela, Pauſanias, 
Maſſa, and Fazzello, are all of the ſame ' 


ſenti- 


ing it are too 8 known, to reg 
= ſhould enumer ate them. Many of the 
people here believe to this day, that it is 


nite that * 


Cet Are iſa, and was Koo after aſt 
up again i by the Sicilian 6 ons. 


at Olympia, the blood of which fell into 


Diana had the charge of the fountain of 


TOUR ren ou 


wy] i op won ach 
[3.426 own late tie 


ia oil 
s 218 e9995 tu# q vl) i650 benen; 5 
| They: likewiſe ad; that 1 57 an 
boen obſerved that aſter the great ſactifives* = 


that river, the waters of Wen roſe of 
ſeveral 9 05 ting with BU 


4 <4 
#33 +4434; 


Ang "w A diet WR wt 
probably a trick of the priefts.—Ttioſe of 


Arethuſa, and} no doubt were much inte- 


reſted to fupport the credit of the ſtory; 
for it was that goddeſs that converted the 


nymph Arethufa i into a ri iver,. and co adu, * 


ed her by ſubterraneous paſſages from 
Greece to Sicily, to avoid the purſuit of Al- 
phevs, who underwent the fame fate. 


At 
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Ar 4 little diſtance from the föuntän of. 
Arethuſa, where ie a very large ſbrlug of i 
freſh water, that boils up in the ſea, It is 
called Occhio df Zilira, and by ſome Al- 


pheus, who is fuppoſet” by. the poets. to 
ha ve „ below the fea all the 


. way to > Slelly. 


IH | 


Re bg is not taken Aude of by C 
any” ef 'the great number of the ancients 


chat ſpeak of Arcthuſi,' it is moſt probable 


that it did not then exiſt; and is a part of 
chat fountain that has ſlace burſt out be- 
fore its arrival at the iſland of Ortigla. 
Had it been viſible in the time of the 
Oreeks, there is no doubt that they would 
have made uſe of this, as a ſtrong argu- 
ment to prove the ſubmarine journey of 
Arethuſa; as it in fact riſes at ſome diſtance 
in the ſea, and pretty much in- the ſame di- 
rection that Greece lies from Ortigia. It 
ſometimes boils 825 ſo ſtrongly, that alter 


* 


* 4, FOUR BHROUGH, - 


pi Ning the ſalt watery I am told Ke 
ö 4 dirt td by.) KM. ot 4; fa; 
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Syra * has, two, harbours ; the 150 
of which, on the ſquth, welt ſide of Ortigia, | 
{i reckoned! ſix miles round, and was eſteem- 
1. one of the beſt in the Mediterrancan. F, 
It is faid by Diodorus to have run almoſt 


into the heart of che city, and us called 

. Marmoreo, becauſe entirely ſurrounded 
9 with buildings of marble; the entry into f | 
| dis harbour Was ſtrongly, fortified, and 
DD the, Horn. fleets, could never e 


ung. it. e ; 1 
a nem + FA $* ay ies * — * * . 6 

F 5 if $4 SI. : * * 15 * 2 5 3 8 15 5 1.4 oe * 4 
* 2 . 
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i dee 11 I eee i bs 
ES PE fall port. non. he Mgr of Or- 
üg, and is likewiſe recorded to have been 
highly ornamented. Fazzello ſays, there 
is ſtill the remains of 3 a ſubmarine aqueduct, 
that runs through the middle of it, which | 


was intended to convey the water from the = 
fountain of Arethuſa 10 the other. 1 of -” 
the cit if | ; CS | F 


Near 
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Net this port, they herr the {pot uhere 


Archimedes! houſe ſtood; and likewiſe the 


tower from whence) he is ſaid to havenſet 
fle to the Roman galleys With his burning 


glaſſes; a tory which is related by ſeveral 


authors; but which is now. altnoſt univerd 


flly':exploded; from the difficulty to: eds 
ceive a burning: glaſs, or a conëꝰe I. 


oulum, with a focus of ſuch eee 


RO 
19 117 


[. lengtb as mis mut have required. 
var 360 bluos eic novo bog ; eg men 
However, T ſhould be apt to Heirs” if” 
this be not eiter l cri n (of which there 


is bome probability) that it was neither 


ed by refracting burning-glaſſes nor 


eie but only by means of common 8 


; looking-glaſſes, or very clear plates of 
metal. Indeed, from the ſituation of the 
een done by reflection; 


place it muſt have 
for Archimedes' tower ſtood on the north 
of the little port where the Roman fleet 


are ſaid to have been moored; ſo that their 
* E veſſels 


— — — 


II Tour run,,Hü 


veſſels lay! in-a right line berwizitbinv\and = 
des fin 8g fioon; and at a-vety ſmal di- 
france: from the wall of the city. where 
this. tower Rood. Nun if you will ſuppoſe 
dis te hive been performed by common 

8 eee 
— ds 
£ Hand: of 'Ortigia, in order toi inteapaſe 
| theſe glaſſes betwtint the ſun- and. the Ro- 
man galleys; and even this could not have 
been done till late in dhe afternoons, when. 
his rays; are exceedingly. weak. But] have 
' yer} little, dapbs, Hay common 


. Let us ſuppoſe. that a "thouſand of 
were made to reflect the rays. 10 the 
ſame point: The heat, in all probability, 
EF 
; * focus of wot burning: glaſſes; and 


abun- 
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55 — — ſetting fire to every 
_ combuſtible ſubſtance.— This experiment 
mig 1 be eaſily. made by means: of à bat- 
glaſa inſtead of a ſirelock j and ſetting up 
diſtance for them to fire at. I ſuppoſe it 
Would take a conſiderable time before ahey 
were expert at this exerciſe; but, by prac- 
- tice, 1 have no doubt that they might all 
be brought to hit the mark inſtantaneouſſy 
at the word of command; like the lark - 
catchers in ſome countries, who are ſo 
dextrous at this manceuvre, that with a 
finalt mirrour they throw the rays of light 
on the lark, let her be ever fo high in the 
air; which, by a kind of faſcination, brings 
down the poor animal to the ſnare. 


| You may laugh at all this; but I don't 
think it is impoſſible that a looking-glaſs 
may one day be thought as neceſſary an 
6 implement for a ſoldier as at preſent it is 
> © for 
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for a beau. Lam very apprehenſive; the 
French. will getithe ſtart of us in this ſignal 0 
invention 3. a8 J have been aſſuted long a8 
chat few of their. men ever go to the field, 
without firſt providing themſel ves with one 
| of theſa little warlike engines, the true uſe 
of which, happily for us, they are as et 
unacquainted with. ou will eee | 
ceive, that if chis experiment ff reeds, { 
muſt: alter the whole ſyſtem of fortifica jon, 
as well as of attack and defence for every 
part of the city that is expoſed to the vie of 
of the beſiegers, May be eaſily ſet in a 2 
flame z and the beſieged would have ihe 
ſame re over the camp of Ll bee 
Paging 8 mJ f 191, hel 5d 9 


* — | SY 
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* Since We, Grit of. belt lebte We Bückd 
been informed, that Mr. Buffon actually made this 
experiment. — He c onſtructed kind of frame, in 
which were fixed four 2 wall mirrours, diſpoſed - 
in ſuch a manner, that the rays reſſected from each of 
them fell exactly on the ſame point. By means of this, 
he melted lead at the diſtance of 120 feet, and = fire - 
to a - at a much 3 diſtance, 5 

* we 
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We are already completely rived pi>9ys. 
raeuſe; which of all the wretched places 
ve have yet met with, is by wany degrees 
the moſt wretched: For beſides tat its 
inhabitants are ſo extremely poor and beg · 
garly many of chem are fo bver- run with 


the itch, that we are under perpetual ap- 
5 prehenſions, and begin to be extremely 
well ſatisfied that we could not procure 
beds. It is truly melancholy to think of 
the diſmal contraſt that its former mag- | 
nificence makes with its preſent meanneſs. 
The mighty Syracuſe, the moſt opulent and 
powerful of all the Grecian cities, which, 
by its own proper ſtrength alone, was able, 
at different times, to contend againſt all, 
| the power of Carthage and of Rome: 
— Which is recorded (what the force of 
united nations is now incapable of) to 
have repulſed fleets of two thouſand ſail; 
and armies of two hundred thouſand men; 
and contained within its own walls, what 
| Tx: - ns 


no eity ever dit before or fince, fleets and 
armies that were che derkor of the world. 


This haughty and magnificent city, redaced 
even below the conſequence of the moſt 


. Infignibcant buigh —“ Sic tranſit gloria 
% mundi. —I have not even been able to 
procure a table to write upon, but by way 
af ſuccedaneum am obliged to lay a farm 
over the back of two chairs—We have 


got into. the moſt wretched hovel you can 


conceive, and the moſt dirty; but what is- 
Kill worſt of ull, we can find nothing to 
fowls along with us, we might have 


The heat has been conſiderably greater 
here than at Catania. The thermometer is 
juſt now at 78.— There is ah old remark 
made on the climate of this place by ſome 
of the ancients; which is ſtill ſaid to hold 
ponds That at no ſeaſon, the ſun has ever 

been 
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been inviſible during a wholo day at Syra- 
euſe. I find it mentioned by ſeveral Sicilian 
authors, but ſhall not vouch for the truth 
af it —Adieu;—My next will probably be 
from Malta; for we ſhall fail to-morrow . 
if i it by 11 to e a veſſel. 


— 


Ever 1 


b 
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i 
ö 
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Capo Paſſero * 5 


A S we 00 the mighty city of Syra- 
cuſe ſo reduced, that it could not | 


| afford beds and lodging to three weary 
' travellers, we agreed to abridge our ſtay in 


it; and accordingly hired a Malteſe Spa- 
ronaro to carry us to that iſland : This is a 
ſmall ſix-oar'd boat, made entirely. for ſpeed, 


to avoid the African pirates, and other 


Barbareſque veſſels, with which theſe ſeas 


are infeſted ; but ſo flat and fo narrow, 


that they are not able to bear any ſea, | 


and of conſequence keep always as near 
the coaſt as poſſible. l 


On the ad of June, by day-break, we 


left the Marmoreo, or great port of Sy- 


racuſe; and although the wind was exactly 
e 
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contrary and pretty ſtrong, by the force 
of their oars, which they manage with 
great dexterity, we got on at the, rate of 
four miles an hour, 3 They do not pull i 
their oars as we do, but puſh them like 
the Venetian Gondoliers ; always fronting 
the prow of the boat, and ſeldom or never 
ſit down while they row; allowing the 
whiole- weight of their bodies to be ex- 
erted every ſtroke of the oar. This gives 
a prodigious momentum, and is certainly 
much more forcible than a e exertion 
of the W of the: arm, 151 : 

\*About' ten o o*elock the vis W fa 
bie when we went indeed at an im- 
menſe rate. At twelve it blew a hurricane, 
and with ſome difficulty we got under- ſhore, 
but the wind was' ſo exceedingly violent, 
that even there we had like to have been 
overſet, and we were obliged to run aground 
to ſave us from that diſaſter. Here we were 
a good deal annoyed by the ſand carried 
2 | about 


AA TOUR/THROUGH 
abort bp the wind; however, the hurricane 
un form" over; and we again put tb ſen 
unh a favburable gate, Which * 
eee nnen 


* 7 * 
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85 i Us üs n . a good deal 
ended with the behaviour of our Sigilian 
Ktvan,” who at land is a fellow of un- 
d "COUTAge, | of which we havr had 
nary provfs ;:but here ¶ L don't know why) 
it emirely forſook him, although there was 
an fuct no real danger, for we never were 

more than 100 yards ſom the ſhore. He 
gave himſelf up to deſpair, and called upon 
all hie ſaints for protection: And never 
Anis recovered his con 2 all. the reſt 

of ahi Inte 207286 6 perpetually wiſhing 


Hind 10-g0 m0 foning again. The ſame . 
but a few days ago, mounted a moſt vic 


horſe, and without the leaſt fear or coneern 


Nalloped along the fide of a precipice, where 


ery moment we expetted to ſse hin daſh- 


ed to pieces; ſe fingular and various are 
ear bert, eee 


7 | Capo Paſſer, . 
is the rembteſt and moſt ſouthevly Point 
| of Sicily, It iv Hor a peniaſuls, as repre« 
Tome” in all che maps, but à wretched 
baren iſland, of about à mile round; Wich 
2 fbrt and a finall garriten to protect the = 
neighbouring country ftem the incuifioas | 
of the Barbary corfairs, who are often very ; 
troubleſome on this pert of the © coaſt, 


This little iſland and fort He about à mile 


and a half diſtant from the ſmall ercek of 


which we have taken peſſeſſion, and are 
ſeparated from te reſt of Giely by n rai 
of about half a mile end. 


Our Pilot told us that we mut Hotthink 
of Malta, which is atmoft 100 miles 6f, till 
Her were ns ee e 
5 Ad 


es: A.-TOUR raneuen. 
As there is no abi tion here of any 


Lind, we frarchad abi} till at! laſt we 
bund a Tmall cavern, where we:anaderia 
very comfortable din ner. We then lallied . 


forth to examine the face of -th 


5 as; well a 40 try if we could ſhoot. ſame⸗ 
7 Dern We found 'that we 


thing, for our: 10 
had now got, into A v8Fr3c(differant. 5 f 
5 ae thing we. 


cee eith 


whe erc.entirely nee e pang 3 
juſt NN fit for gathering. If we had 


Are 


71 


vinegar, v. we could ben have en _ 


heads of them. Ji obo £5 Val gon; 


We hn here, 1n the — gefallen, ” | 
that beautiful ſhrub. called the Palmeta, re- 
ſembling a ſmall palm: tree, with an elegant 


fine flower: But, to our great mortiſica- 
tion, 


_ IE ) 


0 rw ww a, 


* 
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dun he ſeed is abt yet tihe. We likewiſe | 
bound great Uantities of à blue eve Halling | 
flower; which 1-don't' remember tö Have 
ſeen in Miller, or any of our bötatiical 
books. The ſtem riſes about a foot high, 
anũ 18 & ds with u lage cluſter of mall 
blue flowers, the leaves of which are 871 4 „ 
dry ſubſtance like the Elychryſum, or globs 
Amatranthus. Some of theſe are of a pur= 
ple colour, but moſt of them blue. Thave 
| pathered's pretty large quantity for the 
1 of the botanifty on our fetutn. N 


2 


x5} 9198 - 245.1990, s. 1 9 "A 
4 We found a good ee eiee a 
is always one of the firſt things we loox 
out for, as this exertiſe conſtitutes one of 
Aae 1142908 of our Fes N 
57% Lal UE! * l TU Ab 

Al ſbon 3s as *. 0 Hoping we ma on hogs 
our little boat, and rowed about a hundred 
yards out to ſea, where we caſt anchor ; our. 
pilot aſſuring us that this as abſolutely ne- 
88 as the n in this part of the 


country 


in 4 raus THROUGH 
| n en lil rer beate and, 
were e io ſtay at land, might very. poſſibly | 
| E. eee u. ach. e 


1 *S AP N 


lie likewiſe ud ds, har the Turks had 
made frequent invaſions upon this point of | 
dhe iſland, which, of all ther, lay-moſi 
| expolcd ta their depredations; that, lately 
three of their chebecks ran into; a; ſmall 
barbour a few miles from this, and carried 
off ſix merchant-Ghips f and that very of 
ten ſome of their light veſſels were ſeen 
| hovering dff the coaſt; that the only way 
w be in perfect fecurity from theſe- two 
enemies by ſea and land, was to churſh a 
place on the coaſt ſo deep, that the ban 
ditti by land could not wade in to us; and 
at the fame time ſo ſhallow, as to be _—_ 
e PE n mpeg "op" ſea, 


„ N # 


When hut . . 
Jap vhs — 


| 2 
* „ N N 
T 4X * : e 
\ 


dend 


mn che, — n "wo 


us 8 ſick. — ſoon as eee 
appear, we made them pull into ſhore ; 
when we were immediately cured of dur 


fickneſs ; and as the weather continues ſtill 
nnn * aun; t 


, A x 9 * * 1 4 * 1 * 
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We have been thrice in the water, which 


is warm and pleaſant; and inthe intervals, 
I have weit you this letter on the top of a 
large haſket, in which we carry qur ſes- ſtore. 


coral, of ſpungę. and ſeveraſ beautiful Kinde 
of ſea-weed. The rocks here are all of 
ſand and gravel, run together, and hecome 


as hard 38 granite. There are many ſhells. 


and other marine ſubſtances mixed in theix 
compoſition, Which renders.them objects ab 
curioſity i in the eye of a naturaliſt. N 
: | This 


AND; N 4174. 1 


ta Rs 
wind roſe, and: he: wation of ow — 


We, have likewiſe gathered ſhells, pieces gf | 


j 


mall certainly ſtudy 
told us, that two galliots had been ſeën olf 


EY r eh, 


5 This morning we ma malela kind of tent of 
2 eee 2 _ 5 
| ane 
en „ce to. 
en otn Ut 30] M1903. oben DN edc 
111 was ieneptel ini. part of my 
letter, iby:an officer from che fort of Capo 
Faſſero. He tells us, that we may give ovẽr 
all thoughts of getting Beens hw 
days.— What do you think is his reaſon PT 
own I was in ſome pain till he mentio! 
it. This wind ſet in erE esd 
entered her ſecond quartef, ani it wil cer- 
mainly continue till ſhe is full. There isa 
raſcal for -you At be be telling truth 1 
ſtre 69% M ele 


and deſired us to de upon out 
5* but Town, the moon, u, together 
wich other e eireumſtances, Bas conſi derably 


127 one 7 
his evidence with me. 5 
% a4 1 A 


We Hare! race fehr His cb verfauon, 
wut che fort of CHD Pafſero is made wie e 


ab place ofexite forthe delinquems in thle 1 | 
amy lch number L have not) the leaſt Ee oY 


Goabt — He told us chere were 
1er relations of the viceroy, that hat l 
ler ſoit ckere for miſdemeanors); = 
thaziforikis: party het belonged to a very 
| agreeable garriſos ; buteus he lobedeute- 
ment, he choſe to accompany them. How- 4 
| Wer} his coutitendt 0s of 4 very "tent oo 
ory 4 Aud Ai, in feng fankuige, thik 1 
ue Was a res Huubalng jet. Bendes, he 
10 4 ſtüp bid fellow, and has fired me, 1 | 3 
coult Yar dolle %26 Him, ee | 
39). ili 10 Bas crigM io ico 2411 | 
He mt be owned, chis ls "ar La | | 
duc of rale for a Fong i ke, Who Wits || 
to) fhiow"abvay inthe Brad brig KR bo 
dot Within yay mites f any town "or 4 


Ide be cher be gendtemen' may! ce 
- dere! att | perfection, wil 
| dat flgnoms) Int boo ono TInt.A..oom 


* Vor. . | 1 We | 


. e eee eee, ee e : 


fon, — been ere 


| many large pieces of lava, which 
makes us. imagine: there muſt have been 
ſome eruption of fire in this Port of the 
| iſland; yet I ſee no conical mauntain, 
TI nnn ae 2 wool N 
82840 Ce br eto def nos: 
3 aur "an prognoſtications, prove 
xrue, and we are detained here a 1 pages 
1; ſhall examine hg cquntry to 3 
greater diſtance,, The wind. | 
reckly contrary ;, t the ea is very high in 
the canal of Malta, and our Sicilian 1 
yant is in a fad-. trepidation.— But 2; ſee 


 Gloxer and Fullerton coming fax their din- 
per; ſo 1 ſhall, he, obliged to give up the 
baſket.— — This ſea-air gives one a monſtrqus 
. appetite ; 4 and, it is with grief I mention 
8 it, we are Seeds. brought to ſhort allow- 
Nce Only o one cold | fowl among three 

” of 
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4 us; all three pretty ſharp ſet, I aflure, 


you.—Thoſe infamous. raſcals to loſe out 
turtle They have ſpied a fiſhing - boat, 
and are haling her as loud as they can roar, 


— !-ſhe is too far off to hear them. 
have juſt fired a gun to bring her to, 


n ſhe obeys the ſignal, ſo there 


is ſtill hopes; otherwiſe we ſhall ſoon be re- 


duced to. bread and water. Our tea and 
ſiugar too are juſt upon a cloſe, which is, 
the cruelleſt article of all; but we have 
plenty of good bread and Hybla honey; 
ſo we are in no danger of ſtarving. | 


We have likewiſe made an admirable 


and a very comfortable diſpoſition for our 


night's lodging. The Sparonaro is ſo very 
narrow, that it is impoſſible for us all to 
lie in it; beſides, we are eat up with ver- 


min, and have nothing but the hard boards 
to lie on: All theſe conſiderations, add 
dad to the curſed ſwinging of the boat, 
and the horrid ſickneſs it occaſions, have. 


. deter- 


MSL We delten 
. Jn Fovid 


vent Adee 6 40501 4 Apa we have 
5 agreed to ſtand ſemry by turns ant Ful 
| larts#is double! barrelled uuf een primed 
and loaded for the recept on of 
at the firſt diſcharge of which, and not be⸗ 
fore, the whole guard * is to turn or „With 
. alt the remaining part 'of out ardlſety's and 
ſmall arms; 3 and a as 6ur ſituation” is A very 
advantageous one, I think we wan be able 


wy '$ JG} 3 4 it * 4 1. 
to makes figur detence. eee e e 
Dod 15%. le . 1 ni bas Hit 


As we are br in number, Gres mene 
and three ſervants, the duty, you ſve, will 


be but A and kee ef us will always 
* ſleep 


— 1 
ne b e I — S eee ot. od ads. 


naro men have abſolutely refuſed to be of 
tte party; Having much more confidence 
in cheir own dete 4 However; they Have 
promiſed, in eaſe of an attac immediately 
to bote to bur affiſtäflee 1 chink tlie diſ- 

þofition' is far from being 4 bad one, ä 
5 We ate Hot 4 Rttle vain-of our euer p. 


10 181: '>'s 11724 : TT * Ti 618581 1 MA 


\ 


44 


5 : Va ö , : 
* 1 1 


which are already on the fire. Adieu. 
| Theſe fellows ate roaring for their cold 
fowl, and 1 cat cottmand the baſket no 


lone ger. 
|  Fret: yours. | 


1 7 44% 5 — # 


„ 09 dorms rot err nt — — 


* 
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fleep in ſecurity: Our guard, to be fire; 
might Have heen ſtronger ;- but our Sparo- | 


Git is 85e abies; and they 
have boiught- ſome excellent little fiſhes 


ak A\T@URGCPTHROUGH - 


vr} $971 6+] dren 180 "oo root 101 N 


r . 27 1E R 41 1 7 iin 


de 0 0), : vionlobde 57 f Hsu Gt 


JAE ITC" 7 27 JE % 18 3: by 4 2 n FRE, on | 1 * TTY * 
. * 
N 4 * | i « * 4 - * 
f wil ä 7 ; J ) * 4 of 18 $499 be 35 
4 | | 
3 we got — Cel 
1 


in the afterno 
by ſix o'clock : We paſſed the Str: 
coaſted along till eight, when we landed 
cook ſome macaroni we had purchaſed of 
Ss for — me hve fl 
| VOFage n. 10. bene 158 823 
5 1.5 9 
We came to, the fide of a * 

lake, the ſmell of which was ſo ſtrong, that 


we perceived it upwards of a mile diſtant. 


We found the water boiling up with vio- 


lence in many places, though the heat at the 
banks of the lake is very inconfiderable. 
However, this, added to the pumice and 
lava we found near Capo Paſſero, tends 
greatly to confirm us in the opinion, that 
we, * 


vg 
Re OI 4 


_—_ 


steil r Aub "MALTA. 327 
this part of the iſland, as well as about 


| Fins; has; in fotn . 
ene — 


er en been een to 


1 eee this 


* the celerated Camerina, which Eneas 
ſa immediately after his paſſing Pachynus, 
(or Capo Paſſero) which, Virgil ſays, the 


Fates had deereed ſhould never be drained: : 


15 Hinc aki cautes s projettaque ſax Pachyni 


* Radimus ; et fatis nunquam conceſſa moveri 


% Adparet Camarina procul. 
Virgil had good reaſon to ſay ſo; for the 


level of the lake or marſh (it being ſome- 
thing betwixt the two) is at leaſt as low as 


that of the ſea, and i never 
| could be drained. 


It is ſurrounded with a nth of ane 
evergeens and flowering ſhrubs, of which 
the palmeta, and the arbutus or ftrawberry 


tree, are the moſt beautiful. We ſaw a 


_ many wild-fowl ; but, what ſurpriſed 
| % 4 DE me, 


— „ end 8 wo Doan ii he ue 


— — eh nod wells r r N P 


r 


* 


155 There was one kind, in particular, 
tracted our attention; it was 2 the: fire 


Afier 2 5 all our art to ſhoot one of r 
we were obliged t to give up the: attempt, 


1 9 


Here we killed a fmall black 180 ce lch, 
think, anſwers the deſeription Thave-ſeets 

ef the-alp.; We diſſected out its tongue, 
che end of which appears ſharp like u ſting. 
violence againſt our ſticks, when we pre- 
ſented them to it. Now as all: animals, 

when attacked, make uſe of thoſe weapons 
| that Nature has armed them with for their 
defence, it. appeared evident to us, (fup- 
polingthis rule à juſt one) that this anima 


sicb Ap MALTA 429 


was conſcious of -a Power Se a 
tongus : und we have been 
vioced of, it from difleQior 


N the tongue, and probably, if we had had 4 
microſcope, ſhould have found the tongue 


5 5 —— This ſnake had no teeth; but 
very hard gums, Ithaye taken f 


. LPR gur r four A 


thought this mig t 'be worthy, of y your no- 


tice. 114 is true, that the darting out of the 
tongue i 13A trick of the whole ſerpent pts a 


een. 


ferocity, ard to ſtrike 1 it with gag 
-our Ricks. . It was this, that put us upon 
1 examination. TE: 


- 
8 "© 2 TEX 
$4 T3 4 4 
” = 


? 


Laa . dees Hoe this nee is 
0 eee mae hiſtory, 
but 


* Te Ring ap- 
Feen larger than that of a bee. 
& little; bag at che other end off 


As I "ITY it 2 12275 12 betet, : 
that ſerpents 1 hurt only. with their teeth, W 


nn 


"ou, * = — %y , TO bu _—_— * 3 0 OR 
* a NR OO Re OR GO Gere” ee ee ee ee eee OO e ee = £270 ee e r e 
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22 — 


As» 


_ l 
— * 


appears till W 1 mony. 

learned on this ſubject, and thinks it may 
poſſibly have proceeded from their original 
conneftion. with the lerpent —Let this be 
24 ſhall ns never y a, ſach good reaſon for dog 
ing that opinion. 5 


A little after nine we embarked.” . 
night was delightful; but the wind had 
died away about ſun- ſet, and we were ob- 
liged to ply our oars to get into the canal 
of Malta. The coaſt of Sicily began to 


recede 3 : and i in a ſhort timo, we found out- 
ö ewe 


SICILY) AND MALTA: 1% 
nenn. nn 


ing on 505 diſtant ſhore, which jos Aer 
to render it more ſolemn. It was a dead 


pace. 7 „The — 1 us 
into meditation; we had remained near an 
: hour. without ſpeaking a word, when our | 
failors began their midnight hymn to the 
Virgin. The muſic was ſimple; ſolemn, 
and melancholy, and in perfect harmony 
with the ſcene, and with all our feelings. 
They beat exact time with their oars, and 
obſerved the harmony and the cadence with 
the utmoſt precifion. We liſtened with in- 
finite pleaſure to this melancholy concert, 
and felt the vanity of operas and oratorios. 
There is often a ſolemnity and a pathetic in 
the modulation of theſe ſimple productions, 
; that cauſes a much ſtronger effect, than the 


compoſition 


a 


bord view ie roch ahi oh 0-2 Ani 3 
688 ether ſung us | „ And 3 
1 the; cin comet, 488. ew # 
land but mount Ætna; which is the perpes | 
rual. phlar ſtar of cheſe ſeas· Werd 


fine-breeze; aid about tv dtlock dye dg 


covered the 3fland' of Malta; and ifI les 


than three hours more, we reached the ty 


ef Valletta. The approa ek ine ind. 
is vety fine; although the ſhort is rather 
eee eee . 


| PO OP ax iſtite mum 


os has boca oped into the fort of d 
glacis, with ft can 


ments: * — J inn 
"The. eatty int eee Narrow. 
and is commanded by a ſtrong eaſtle di 


either Tide. We were N from each of 


theſe, 
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cheese qbliged tb give ati scesunt 
of ourſebves; and on-ourarrivalauthe ſide 
oli beh. 206) were viſited by. un officer 


from ch. det, and "obliged de give 
oulh witty regard ts ue circtniſtiticedbFour 
voyage. Ie bela ted in the tvileſt man- 
ner, and Jaib bah ietyn ent us Mr. utter, 


e Fogliſt conſul; ber whom we er let“ 


; * 68 — 17 F r 21 17 Ji; 4— 5 ; * F y 4 
f "of I So 4 2110 2 8 £44 24 24 bob 1 ” 33 


"On getting on iis found. durielvey 
in a new world indeed. —The ſtreets crowd- 
ed with well-dreſſed people, who have all 
the appearance of health and affluence z 
whereas at Syracuſe, there was ſcarce a 
creature to be ſeen ; and even thoſe few had 
the appearance of diſeaſe and wretchedneſs.— 
Mr. Rutter immediately conducted us to an 
inn, which had more the appearance of a 
5 palace. We have had an excellent ſupper, 
and good Burgundy; ;. and as this is the 
king s birth day, we have almoſt got tipſey 
to his health, we are now going into 


clean, 


us. 4 Ir. 2 3 1 
ters of re ninendatibn. Nn 
* - * ® - : 
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Au H- 1 wi Ky Je za. 
un banker, Mr. Pouſilach, was here 
befbre we were up, inviting us to 
dine with him at bis country-houſe, from 
whence we are Juſt” now returned. He 
gave us a noble entertainmen t fer ved on 
plate, with an W deſert, + and a great 
my of wines, © ee. 


After dinner we went n 
ciel villas of the iſland; particularly thoſe 
of the grand maſter, and the general of the 
galleys, which lie contiguous to each other: 
| Theſe are nothing great or magnificent; 
but they are admirably contrived for a hot 
climate, where, of all thin gs, ſhade is the 
moſt deſirable. The orange groves are in- 
fn very a and the fruit they bear are 
\ ſuperior 


Y 4 Fe 1 © #1 0 
. ” * 5 ! : 
Le ee oy — 


D ES to any bing: you have ſeen either 
e ce bee ee This e Ns 


The aſpect of the country 18 he 3 | 
2 ae plealiug ing: the Whole and i is a great 
4 rock of very white free-ſtone, and the ſoil 


that; covers this-xock, in moſt places: iy p 
more, than fine, or. ſix, inches deep 3, 
what ig ſingular, we found their 900 i 
general, was exceedingly, abundant. „, They 
account for, it from the. copious de ws that 
fall during the ſpring and ſummgt months ; 
and pretend likewiſe, that there is a moiſt- 
ure in the rock below the ſoil, that is of 
great advantage to the corn and: Soon, 
keeping im roots porpetually maiſt and cool ; 
Reads — > 
- the fun e via „18 ghd] 
 $odl & 10 bovinitioo 1 er 91 Fon 10% 
aff Their barley hare — daviie | 
| thatoFthe han "hi hols FR 


. FLO. 2 rt : | | duces 


Sat a MBs its in · 7 
Habitants for five months, or little more g 
but : the crop they moſt depend upon is the 
cotton. They beg: 1 ſowing it about three | 
weeks ago; and it will be finiſhed in a 

week-miore.) The time of reaping: it is in 
the; month of October and eee of 


1 
"TS 211" ON — 105 by! A 1 3 
1 «. cy * 3 2 's F 5 4 ' 
M ch e lie 11160501 som nd c bit 
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| „ They pr 22 n n 
| from, this plant, Which i is ſown and Moni 
in four months, is of a, much ſuperior 
| quality. to chat of the c cotton · tree. I com- 
pared them, but I cannot ſay I found it 
ſo; this is indeed the "fineſt; but that of 
the cotton- tree is by much tlie ſtrongeſt 
texture. The plant riſes to the height of a 
285 foot, and a half, and is covered with a num» 
ber of nuts or pods. full of cotton: Theſe, 
F h b ripe, they are at great pains to cut 
off. EVEXF morning before ſun-riſe 3 for the 
heat of the fun immediately turns the cot-. 
ton yellow ; 3 which, indeed, we ſaw 0 


thoſe, pods they fave for ſeed, 
Vol. I. 8 9 They | 


They manufaktute Miele 'ccotioas 
| grearnaieey of ſs.” heinf b 
| fared dus, had been old for-ati Ren 2 
a þ > Their chli 2 


* 


jy little iſland of Gozzo, where the | 
dre ſaid to be more induſtrious than thoſe | 
of Malta, a8 t ; they are more excluded from 
tlie world, and have fewer int cemetits t 
_ Hleneſs, | Here the ſagat-catle. % Mill cül- 


nes ted with ſuccefs, though not ba ref 
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The Malteſe andes erta 

dle character they ha ve of end the fineſt 
In the world. The ſeaſon continues foi 
upwürds of ſeven W 
ber till the middle of June; dartg which 
time, thoſe beauti iful trees are alwa 
vered with abundance of this delicioti tis fruit. 
Many of them are of the red ab N 


* 
* 


Us 
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ſupetio) in m ; 
which are . too, Jolene; They are 
ucedz, I. am told, from the common 
a bud, engrafted on; the pomegranate 
ſtock. The juice of this fruit is red as 
Hood, and of a fine flavour. The greateſt 

part af their crop is ſent in preſents to the 
different courts of Europe, and to the te- 
lations of the chevaliers. It was not with- | 
dut a good deal of difficulty chat we pro- 
a e N Won 


15 The induſtry. of the M diteſe in ture 
: ting their little iſland. is inconceivable; 
There is not an inch of ground loſt in any 
part of it; and where there was not ſoil 
. enough, they have brought over ſhips and 
boats loaded with it from Sicily, where 
there is plenty and to ſpare. The Whole 
iſland is full of incloſures of free-ſtone; 
which gives-the country à very untouth 
| and 4 very harren aſpect and, in ſummer; 
hs ſuch a light and heat, that it is ex- 
a SS ceedingly 


% 


| fda Lam interrupted in ny ritintz, 


by the beginning: ¶ m told) of, a, very 


| Redecaſions; otherwiſe the Gödde hich | 
ubject, would ſoon carry off their 


foil. m7 97 Dan N 1 10 +. 30 ©3717 200 e 
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ove ee enen | 
g and vilages, beſides ſeven. cities, for 


fo they term them; but there are only two, 


tie Valetta and the Citta Vec a; that 
by any means deſerve that appellation. 
Every! little village has a noble church, 
ddegantly finiſhed ant adorned with ſtatues 1 5 


bf marble, rich tapeſtry, and a large quan- 


MER: ſilyer gore: They are by much the 
ntry chürches I have ever 


fine how. . eit be ſo, I hall give you 
ſome account of ĩt by and . Aut HD 


* ** 2 


raids 1 : Eleven . 
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Fleven at night. The ſhow 1 is now fi * 
nmihed, and has afforded us great entertain 
ment. It was the departure of a Malteſe 
i quadron to aſſiſt the French againſt the Bey 

of Tunis, who; it ſeems; has fallen under 

the diſpleaſure of the grand monarque, be- 
cCauſe he refuſed to deliver up without ran- 
ſom, the Corſican ſlaves that were taken be- 
fore the French were in poſſeſſion of that 
iland. The ſquadron conſiſted of three 
: gallies; the largeſt with nine hundred men, 


ecuach of the others with ſeven hundred; 


three galliots, and ſeveral eampavias, io 
called from their exceedin g ſwiftneſs. Theſe 
immenſe bodies were all worked by oars, 
and moved with great regularity. The 
admiral went firſt, and the reſt in order, 
dort ing to their dignity. The ſea was 


Fr 
crowded with boats, and the ramparts and 
fortifications were filled with company: 
The port reſounded on all ſides with the dif- 


charge of heavy artillery, which was an- 


8 frered by the gallies and gal liots as they 
Ne! 23 3 
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3% A TOUR THROUGH” 
As the echo is here un- 


re all the Wa 60 fheir 
reſſes, who. were weeping for their de 
parture upon the baſtions ; for theſe gen · 
tlemen pay almaſt as little to their 

vows of chaſtity, as the. prieſts and confeſ+ 
ſors. do. After viewing the tho w from the 
rampaxts, we took a boat and followed the 
| {quadron for ſome time, and did nat return 
till long after ſun-ſet, S el guy} bot 
We bn been admiring the. wonderful 
been e of this es both HOY nature 


tuation - 
upon a peninſula, betwixt two of the fineſt 
ports in the world, which are. defended by 
almoſt impregnable fortifications. That 


on the ſouth-eaſt fide of the city is the 


miſt 


ml 11 


LA 
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largeſt. It runs about two miles into the 7 
ſurrounded: by ſuch high grounds and for- 
tifications, that they affured us, the largeſt 
chips of war might ride here in the moſt 
n wentkesy almoſt without a a | 


4 
1 


This beautiful baſau i is Grided! into nk 
diſtin& harbours, all equally ſafe, and each 
capable of containing an immenſe number 
of ſhippirig. The mouth of the harbour is 
ſcarcely a quarter of a mile broad, and is 
commanded on each ſide by batteries that 
would tear the ſtrongeſt ſhip to pieces be- 
fore ſhe could enter. Beſides this, it is 
fronted by a quadruple battery, one above 
the other, the largeſt of which is a eur 
eau, or on a level with the water. Theſe 
are mounted with about 80 of their hea- 
vieſt artillery; ſo that this harbour, I think, 
may really be conſidered as impregnable; 
and indeed che Turks have ever found it 
| 4 | believe ever will.” p21 
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0 as a ta 8 ould in ond 
other part of the world, be conſidered as 
ineſtimable. aq n ery 
ſtrong works; and in the center of the 
baſon there is an iſland on ren _ have 
TO caſtle bands anne 88 98 
- The fortifications of Matta-: are ed. 
A 4 ſtupendous work. All. the boaſted 
atacombs of Rome and Naples are a trifle 
dor the immenſe excavations that have been 
made in this little iſland. The ditches, of 


a vaſt ſiae, are all cut out of the ſolid rock. 


Theſe extend for a great many miles; and 
raiſe our aſtoniſhment to think that ſo 7 
inal a Kate has ever * able to u 


One fide of the iſſand is fo completely 
 fontified by nature; that there was nothinz 
left fox art. The rock is of a great height, 
991 E and 


5 
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and abſolutely p perpendicular from the ſea 
for ſeveral miles. I is very ſingular, that 
on this ſide there are ſtill the veſtiges of 
. ſeveral ancient roads, with the tracks of 
carriages worn deep in the roeks: Theſe 
roads are now terminated by the precipice, 
with the ſea! beneath; and ſhew to a de- 
monſtration, that this illand has in former 
ages been of a much larger ſize than it is 
at preſent; but the convulſion that oc- 
eaſioned its diminution is probably much 
+ beyond the reach of any hiſtory or tra- 
dition. It has often been obſerved, not- 
_ withſtanding. the very great diſtance of 
mount Etna, that this iſland has generally 
been more or leſs affected by its eruptions, - 
and they think it probable,” that on ſome 
of thoſe occaſions a part of it —_ "HOO 
your ſhaken into the * a 


We have 250 an bppörtutft SPUN. 
iog that one half of mount Etna is clearly 
e — diſcovered 


ieee near een * en And the 
people here aſſure. us, that in the great 
"eruptions of that mountain, their whole 
illand ie illuminated ; and from che re- 
| Aeon in the water, | - 
track of fire in A „ 
Malta to Sicily, The thundering of the 
mountain is likewiſe diſtinctly heard. 
5 Good night. I am fatigued with this days 
11 — — mp n erer _— letter: 9. 
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upon a hill, none of the ſtreets except the 
e den level. They are all paved with 
white free · ſtone, which not only ereates a 

Srtat dirt, but from its colour 1 -likewiſe 

ſo offenſive to the eyes, that moſt of the 

people here are remarkably weak-ſighted. 
The principal buildings are the palace of 


ay 7. 


we grand maſter; the infirmary, the arſe- 


* 


| nal, the inns or hotels of the Seven Tongues, - 


and the great church of St. John. The 


palace is a noble though a plain ſtructure, 
and the grand maſter (who ſtudies conve- 
| _ niency more than. magnificence) 18 more 
| eomfortably and commodiouſly lodged than 


any-prince in Europe, the king of Sardinia 


cur. . e COR Rair is 


1 80 a Manz is a FTA The 


| parementy/ in particular, is reckoned the 
richeſt in the world. It 1s entirely com- 
poſed of ſepulchral monuments of the 


ſaeſt marbles, porphyry, lapis lazuli, and 


* e of other valuable. ſtones, admi- 
enen! repreſenting in a kind of Mo- 
| faicy che arms, inſignia, &0. of the perſons 
whoſe names they are intended to comme- 
morate. In the magnificence of theſe mo 
numents, the heirs of the grand maſters 


Fr bh \ | 120 
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ed together, and at an incredible 
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. Me went this day to ſee the cele 
of their; chur .c:It: ſeems to be 


. even. in any thier catholic: country. The 
75 number of gen 
f the kiſſing of the prior's band 1 555 hold- 
$62 ing up of his robes by the ſubaltern 

prieſte, the ceremony of throwing incenſe 

vpon all the knights of the great croſs, 
md neglesting che poorer knights, with 
wmuaay other articles; appeared tð us Bghiy 
ridiculous; and moſt eſſehtially fferent 
ined don dat pte and ſimplicity of 
_ worſhip that conſtitutes the very eſſence of 
mruuschriſtianity 4 and/of which the great 
| TE Ie to copy, "lov le very 
nohle an example,” tes 
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„This day lAthe th of June) is held ad 
2 thankſgiving for their: deliverance from 
a terilbte conſpiracy that was formed about 
twenty-one years ago, by the Turkiſh 


| llaves; 3 ;lat one ſtroke to put an end to the | 
| whole order of Malta All che! foufitaras | 


of the place were to be poiſoned ;. and 


every ſlave had taken a ſolemn oath to Dt 


his maſter to > death. 


It was diſcovered by a Jew, who kept a 
coffee-houſe. He underſtood the Turkiſh 
language, and overheard ſome diſcourſe 


that he thought ſuſpicious. He went im- 


mediately and informed the grand maſter, 
The ſuſpected perſons were inſtantly ſeized 

and put to the torture, and ſoon confeſſed 
the whole plot. The executions were 


ſhocking. One hundred and twenty-five 


were put to death by various torments. 


Some were burned alive, ſome were broken 


on the wheel, and ſome were torn to pieces 
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and of Sicily The city is ſtrongly forti- 
fied, and is governed by an x officer called 


indeed much worth the ſeeing. The ca- 


. X-AND M ALT 4. 25% 
1125003900708; 238 2 nat Kor be ar re 0 1 
Win ai c EN 
LETTER XVI. 
7 2 10 r 
Hrs day we m expedition thro? 
>" the illand in Waker drawn by one 
mule eich; the only Find of vehicle tlie 
place affords. Our conductors could ſpeak 
nothing but Arabic, Which is ſtill che lan- 


ge o of the common people of Malta; 10 
that you may believe we did not t reap ny 
benefit from their cor n. We went 
firſt to the ancient city of Meta, Which i 
near the center of the iſland, and com- 
mands a view of the whole; and in 0 ear. 
weather, they pretend, of part of Barbary, 


and ſhewed' us the old palace, which'is not 


thedral is a very fine chureh; and although 
are ; | of 


c< 


| rl dae win inden | damaſk ar 
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denne — not far fray As ei. 8 


are g great work. They are ſaid to; extes 
for fift cn mz es under RNs howeve 


K 90 11 
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this you are, obliged to take on the credit 
ofynrgiry a eee riſkiny 


* 
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too much ch to put it to he trial, Many peo 


5 


le, bene pu hare been Joſt from. ade 
yancing too far oh. Poms, the. . Prodigic 
; number. of b ranches. making it, next to im 
Poſlible to o find derer out again. 0¹ d 


ioo DAs bor! - fi} 10 174850 9111 782 


Ero this we went, to ſee the Bolquetta, 
where | the, grand maſter has his country | 
palace; b by the acegunts we. hadzof, it at 

Noletta, we expected A, find.a foreſt lere! 
with deer and every Kis ind of games as they 
talked much of che great hunts,ghat, were 
made everyn year- in theſe moadsWe 


wers not 29 nals frpoiſe 40, find only 
0 | | | \ few 


few ſcattered trees, and about half a dozen 
deer; but as this is the only thing like a 
wood in the iſland; it is eſteemed a very 
great curioſity. The palace is as little 
worth ſeeing as the foreſt; though indeed 


the proſpect from the top of i it is very fine. 
The furniture is three or four | hundred 
years old, and in the moſt Gothick taſte 


that can be imagined: But indeed the grand 


maſter ſeldom or never reſides here. 
The great ſource of water that ſupplies 
the eity of Valetta, takes its riſe near to this 
place; and there is an aqueduct compoſed 


of ſome thouſand arches, that conveys it 


- from thence to the city. The whole of this 


= immenſe work was finiſhed at the private 


expence of one of the grand maſters, 


— 


3 ne e „ 1 a ſmall 
church, dedicated to St. Paul; and juſt by 
the church, a miraculous ſtatue of the ſaint 
with a viper on his hand; ſuppoſed to be 

v As placed 


7 ͤĩo ͤÄ ]¶ XA ˙ 1 


weck on this iſland, and where he ſhe ol 


thoſe of his fan 


bee on the v 5 wed on which the houſe 
ſtood where he was received after his ſhip- 


the viper off his hand into the fire without 
being hurt by it: At which time the Mal- 
deſe aſſure us the faint curſed all the veno- 
mous animals of the iſland; and baniſkec 
them for ever; juſt as St. Patrick treated 
urite iſle. Whether this 
be the cauſe of it or not, we'fhall' leave to 
divines to determine, (though if it had, I 
think St. Luke would have' mentioned It | 
in the Acts of the Apoſtles) but/the fact is 
tertain, that there are no venomous ani- 
mals in Malta. They aſſured us that vipers 
Had been brought from Sicily, and died 


almoſt immediately on their arrival. 
i 


—— 


| Adjoining to the church there i is the ce- 


> Jebrated grotto in which the faint was im- 


— 


priſoned. It is looked upon with the ut- 
moſt reverence and veneration; and if the 


 Hories Fn tell of it be true, o» is well 
| titled 
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0 intitle to it all. It i 18 exceedingly damp, 
and produces (I believe by a kind of 1 petri« 
faction from the water) a whitiſh kind of 

ſtone, which they aſſure us, when reduced 


to powder, is a ſovereign remedy in many 
diſeaſes, and ſaves the lives of thouſands 
every year. There is not a houſe in the 
iſland that is not provided with it: And 


they tell us there are many boxes of it ſent 
annually not only to Sicily and Italy, but 
likewiſe to the Levant and the Eaſt-Indies z 
and (what is conſidered as a daily ſtanding 
miracle) notwithſtanding this perpetual - 


conſumption, it has never been exhauſted, 
nor even ſenſibly diminiſhed ; the ſaint 


always taking care to ſupply them with a 


freſh "arr the oy following, Ee 


You may be ſure we did not fail to thu 
our pockets with this wonderful ſtone ; 1 
ſuſpected they would have prevented us, as 


I did not ſuppoſe the ſaint would have work- 


ed for heretics ; ; however, neither he nor 


Aa 2 the 


» Fd 
— 
a 
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the prieſts had any objection, and we gare 5 
them a few Pauls * more for their civility. : 
I taſted ſome of it, and believe it is a very 
' harmleſs thing. It taſtes like exceeding 
bad Magneſia, and I believe has pretty 
much the ſame effects. They give about ä 


1 tea · ſpoonful of it to children in the mall 5 


bpox and in fevers. It produces a copious 
ſweat about an hour after, and, they ſay, 
never fails to be of ſervice. It is likewiſe 

eſteemed a certain remedy. againſt the bite 
of all venomous animals. There is a very 
fine ſtatue of St. Paul in the middle of this 
on to which my aſcribe great ones 


We were , del igh ted, on our r way back to 
the city, with the beauty of the ſetting- 
ſun; much ſuperior, I think, to what I 
have ever obſerved it in Italy. The whole 

of the eaſtern part of the heavens, for half 
an hour after ſun- ſet, was of a fine deep 


« > a 2 : 2 a at 
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* A ſmall ſilver coin. 


| pur ple, 
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purple, and made a beautiful appearance: 

This the Malteſe tell us is generally the 
caſe every — at this ſeaſon of the” 
youre” 5 


1 Argen way any thing of our preſent- 
ation to the grand maſter, for which I aſk- 
pardon both of you and him. His name 
is Pinto, and of a Portugueſe family, He 
has now been at. the head of this ſingular 
little ſtate for upwards of thirty years. He 
received us with great politeneſs, and was 
highly pleaſed to find that ſome of us had: 
been in Portugal. He mentioned the in- 
timate commercial connections that had ſo 
long ſubſiſted betwixt our nations, and ex- 
5 preſſed his deſire of being of ſervice to us, 
and of rendering our ſtay in his iſland as 
agreeable as poſſible. He is a clear- headed, 
ſenſible, little old man; which, at fo ad- 
vanced a period of life, is very uncommon. 
Although he is conſiderably upwards of 
ainety, be retains all the faculties of his 


Aa 3 mud 


Hold attendance and court are all very 


mind in perfection. He has no miniſter, . 


but manages every thing himſelf 3 and has | 
immediate information of the moſt minute 


occurrences, He walks up and down 


ſtairs, and even to church, without affiſt= 


| ance; and has the appearance as if he 


would ſtill live for many years. His hou- 


princely ; and as grand maſter of Malta, 
he is more abſolute, and poſſeſſes more 


power than moſt ſovereign princes. His 


titles are Serene Highneſs and Eminence; * 
and as he has the diſpoſal of all lucrative 
offices, he makes of his councils what he 
pleaſes; beſides, in all the councils that 
compoſe the juriſdiction of this little nation, 


he himſelf preſides, and has two votes. 
Since he Was choſen grand maſter, he has 


already given away 126 commanderies, 
ſome of them worth upwards of 2000 l. 
a year; beſides priories and other offices 
of profit.— He has the diſpoſal of twenty- 
one commanderies and one priory every 

2 | five 


75 five years 3 1 and as there are always a num-! * 


: ber of ee he is "RO mur ee 


* ; 
1 +» 4 
* * 


11 * — 5 a committee nk per 


one; which committee is nominated by the 


ſeven nations, three out of each nation. 


days after the death of the former grand 
maſter; and during theſe three days, there 


is ſcarce a ſoul that ſleeps at Malta: All is 
cabal and intrigue; and moſt of the knights 


are maſked, to prevent their particular at- 
tachments and connections from being 


known: the moment the election over, 
every thing returns again to its former 


Pd 


channel. 


The land force of Malta is equal to the 
number of men in the iſland fit to bear 
arms. They have about 500 regulars be- 
longing to the ſhips of war; and r 50 com- 


poſe the guard of the prince; The two 


ilands of Malta and Gozzo contain about 
A $4 - Bw 50,000 


at ²˙¹·'ñ er HE ee ere rr ER 
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1 50,000 inhabitants. The men are ex- 
ceeding robuſt and hardy. L have ſeen them 


1 ow for ten or twelve hours without inter- 


miſſion, and en even nene to be FN 
: 5 any 3: ef ee | 


4 
i a q A 4 
k ” 6 
* 1 * 1 . 


Their fr 8 confifts of FA ehe | 
three galliots, four ſhips of ſixty guns, and 
a frigate of thirty-ſix, beſides a number of 
the quick-ſailing little veſſels called Scam 
pavias (literally, Runaways.) Their ſhips, 
galleys, and fortifications, are not only 
well ſupplied with excellent artillery, but 
they have likewiſe invented a kind of ord- 
nance of their own, unknown to all- the 
world beſides. For we found, to our na 
- ſmall amazement, that the rocks were not 
only cut into fortifications but likewiſe into 
artillery to defend theſe fortifications ; being 
hollowed out in many places into the form 
of immenſe mortars. The charge is ſaid 
to be about a barrel of gunpowder, over 
which * place a e piece of wood, 


made 


8 
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made-exaQtly to fit the mouth of the 
chamber. On this they heap a great quan- 


tity of cannon balls, ſhells, or other deadly 
materials; and when an enemy's ſhip ap- 
proaches the harbour, they fire the whole 
into the air; and they pretend it produces 


a very great effect, making a ſhower for 


two or three hundred uu round * 
would * me veſſel. | 


: Newitliaoding the ſuppoſed bigotry 
of the Malteſe, the ſpirit of toleration is ſo 
ſtrong, that a moſque has lately been built 


for their ſworn enemies the Turks. Here 


the poor ſlaves are allowed to enjoy their 


religion in peace. It happened lately that 


ſome idle boys diſturbed them during their 


ſervice; they were immediately ſent to 


priſon, and ſeverely puniſhed. The police 
indeed is much better regulated than in the 


neighbouring countries, and aſſaſſinations 


and robberies are very uncommon; the 
| af F which crimes the grand maſter 


PO 


— —— —fäĩͤ— — 3ʃßnnʒ 


7 


b. A&TOU R THRROU B. 
pugithes with the utmoſt "OR ey ae 
is id peckaps in compliance with Wa-, 


judice of his nation, to be much * 
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Perhaps Malta is ah — eee in 
the world where duelling is permitted by. 
law.— As their whole eſtabliſhment is ori- 


ginally founded on the wild and romantic 
principles of chivalry, they have ever found | 
it too ihconſiſtent with thoſe principles to 
- aboliſh duelling ; but they have laid it under 
| —— refiriftions as greatly. to leflen/i its dan- 
ger. Theſe are curious enough.— The 
| duelliſis are obliged to decide their quarrel 
in one particular. ftreet of the city; and if 
they preſume to fight any where elſe, they 
are liable to the rigour of the law. But . 
hat is not leſs ſingular,” and much more 5 


in their fuvour, they are obliged under the 
moſt ſevere penalties to put up their ſword, 
when ordered ſo ee ee en 


has” Wind ff!” ent dos to Rel 
| . Vader | 
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- Under theſe limitations, in the midſt of a 
great city, one would i imagine it almoſt im 
poſſible that a duel could ever end in blood; 
however, this i is not the caſe & croſs is 
always painted on the wall oppoſite to the 
ſpot where a knight has been killed, in 
commemoration of his fall. We counted 
about wenne of theſe croſſes, 5 


1 0 a 280, tuo 1 
had a diſpute at a billiard table. One of 
them, after giving a great deal of abuſive 
language, added a blow; but to the aſto- 
niſhment of all Malta (in whoſe annals 
| there is not a ſimilar inſtance) after ſo great 
a provocation, he abſolutely refuſed to fight 
his antagoniſt.— The challenge was re- 
peated, and he had time to xefſect on the 
conſequences, but ſtill he refuſed to enter 


the liſts.— He was condemned to make 


amende honorable in the great church " 
St. John for forty-five days ſucceſſively 
then to be conlined 3 in a dungeon without 


2:3 Wes | | | \kght | 


ob, 


= 0 "High = FOI years,” after which he is to | 
5 un a priſoner in the caſtle for life.” The 
unfortunate young man who received the 1 
blow is likewiſe in diſgrace, as he has not 
had an opportunity of * it out in Fe: A 


een of * ep hi 


* 1 4 


This hab been . upon as a very fin- 
gular affair, and is ſtill one of the principal 
topics of converſation. The firft part of 
the ſentence has already been executed, and 
the poor wretch is now in his dungeon. 
Nor is it thought, that any abatement will 
be thade i in what NOR e 


l che e in other countries pu- 
niſhed with equal rigour thoſe that do fight, 
as it does in this thoſe that do not; I believe 

we ſhould ſoon have an end of duelling : J 
But TI ſhould imagine the puniſhment for 
fighting ought never to be a capital one, 
; (but rather ſomething ignominious ;) and the 
puniſhment for not fighting ſhould always 
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be ſo; or at leaſt ſome ſevere corporal puniſh- 
ment; for ignominy will have has little effect 
on the perſon who is willing to ſubmit to the 


appellation of a coward, as the fear of death 
on one who makes it his glory to vi it. 


The Malteſe Rill talk with — of a 
ſtorm that happened here on the 29th of 
October, 1757, which as it was of a very 
ſingular nature, I ſhall tranſlate you ſome 
account. of it from a little book: they have 
given me, written on that ſubject. 


About three quarters of an hour after 


midnight, there appeared to the ſouth-weſt 


of the city a great black cloud, which, as 
it approached, changed its colour, till at 
laſt it became like a flame of fire mixed 
with black ſmoke. A dreadful noiſe was 
heard on its approach, that alarmed the 
whole city. It paſſed over part of the port, 
and came firſt upon an Engliſh ſhip, which 
in an inſtant was torn to pieces, and no- 

thing 


4M 


* 
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the aaa to a confi : ike : 
ſmall boats —— that fell in its was 

"were all broken to pieces, and ſunk. The 
noiſe increaſed and became more frightful. by 
A ſentinel, terrified at its approach, run 
into his box © Both hie and it were lifted 
up and carried into «the ſea, where he pe- 
riſhed. It then traverſed à conſiderable 
part of the eity, and laid in ruins almoſt 
every thing that ſtood in its way. Several : 
houſes were laid level with the ground, and 

it did not leave one ſteeple in its paſſage. 
The bells of ſome of them, together with 
che ſpires, were carried to a conſiderable 
diſtanee. The roofs of the churches were 
| Uemoliſhed and beat down, which, if it 
had happened in the day- time, muſt have 
had dreadful conſequences, as all the world 
would ame, bare run to the | 


churches. | 


= 
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Ic went off at the north-eaſt-point of the fi 
city; and demoliſhing the light-houſe, is 

ſaid to have mounted up into the air, with 
a frightful noiſe ; and paſſed over the ſea 
to Sicily, where it tore up ſome trees, and 
did other damage; but nothing eonſider- 
able; as its fury had been moſtly ſpent 
upon Malton! The number of killed and 
wounded amounted to near 200 and the 
loſs of ſhipping, houſes, and churches, was 

en conſiderable. . Mm: 11 4 IT 


AN % 
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e e * hook written. to 
| account for this ſingular hurricane, but I 
have found nothing at all ſatisfactory. The 
| ſentiments of the people are conciſe and 
poſitive. They declare, with one voice, 
that it was a legion of devils let looſe to 
puniſh them for their fins. There are a 
thouſand people in Malta that will take 
their oath they ſaw them within the loud, 
all as black as pitch, and breathing out fre 
and brimſtone. 3 add, that if there 
had 
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dan — of the © femmes: brothers, 
of its firſt fa- 
ED milies, 


* 


3 35 * where every one is entitled 
by law as well as cuſtom; to demand ſatis- 
faction for the leaſt breach of it, nk 
are under a neceſſuy of beir 

and circumſpect, both with e to wei | 
n . 1 off1;:dnrodt 
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All 3 knights and ee — | 
much the appearance of gentlemen, and 
men of the world. We met x with no cha- 
racter in extreme. The ridicules, and pre- 
judices of every particulai nation, are by 
degrees ſoftened and wore off, by the fa- 
miliar intercourſe and colliſion with each 
other. It is curious to obſerve the effect it 
produces upon the various F people that 

compoſe this little medley. The French 
ſkip, the German ſtrut, and the Spaniſh 

ſtalk, are all mingled together in ſuch ſmall 
proportions, that none of them are Ariking g 
Vor. I. 3 Bb 1 #9 
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_ 7 yer every one of theſe nations ſtill retain 
+ | | ſomething of their original chira teriſtic : 
4 u le Eddy e enbewsee Efe ed * 
a wore off; and it is feill eaſy to diſiinguim 
. inhabitants o the outh and north 
| « | | fide: A the. Pyrenees, 0 Wen as thoſe of. 5 
1 5 be eaſt and well ſide of che Rhine; for 
4 tough the Pariſian has, in a gteat mea 


| fſure, loft his aſſuming air, the Spaniard 
© © his taciturnity and folemnity, the German 
| Eo bis formality and his pride; yet ſtill you 3 
[dee the German, the Frenchman, and the 
BY 2 Spaniard : It 1s only the caricatute, that | 


J 
B formerly made them ridiculous, that has 


* 


1 | 5 This ROME which is a age 
a. compound of the military and eccleſiaſtic, 
Fa - has now ſubſiſted for near ſeven hundred 
£ | pyears; and though, 1 believe, one of the 
E firſt-born, has long ſurvived every other 
Fs child of chivalry, It poſſeſſes great riches 


C 
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in moſt of the catholic countries of Eu- 
rope; and did ſo in England too, before 
the time of Henry VIII. but that capri- | 
cious tyrant did not chuſe that any inſtitu- 
tion, however ancient or reſpected, ſhould 
remain in his dominions, that had any 


doubt of his ſupremacy and infallibility ; , 


he therefore ſeized on all their poſſeſſions, | 
at the ſame time that he enriched himſelf 


by the plunder of the church. It was in 
vain for them to plead that they werd wg 


ther a military than an ecclefiaftic order, 


and by their valour had been of great ſer= 


vice to Europe, in their wars againſt the 


infidels : It was not agreeable to his ſyſtem 
ever to hear a reaſon for any thing; and 


no E could poſſibly be right, that was 


capable of * that che king could 
be Oe | 


Malta, as well as Sicily; was long under 
che tyranny of the Saracens; from which 
B b 2 they 


372 A TOUR THROUGH - 
they were both delivered. about the middle 
of the eleventh century, by the valour of 
the Normans; After which time, the fate 
of Malta commonly depended on that of 

Sicily, till the emperor Charles V. about 

the year 15 39, gave. it, together with the 

iſland of Gazzo, . to the knights of St, 
| John, of Jeruſalem, who at that time had 
loſt the iſland of Rhodes. In teſtimony of 
this conceſſion, the grand maſter is ſtill 
obliged, every year, to ſend a falcon to the 
king of Sicily, or his viceroy; and on 
every new ſucceſſion, to ſwear allegiance, 
and to receive, from the hands of the 8i- 
cilian monarch, the inveſtiture of theſe mo 
FO" h 0 net k 1650 
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Peg finer. our r arrival here, the er 

| bas been perfectly clear and ſerene, without 

a cloud in the ſky; and for ſome time after 

ſun- ſet, the heavens: exhibit. a moſt; beau- 

tiful appearance, vhigh I don't recollect to 
| have 
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have obſerved any where el ſe. The eaſtern 
part of the hemiſphere appears of a rich 


deep purple, and the weſtern is the true 
yellow glow of Claud Lorrain, that you 


uſed to admire ſo much. The weather, i 


however, is not e hot; the ther- 
mometer ſtands commonly betwixt 75 and 
70. Adieu. We are now preparing for 
a long voyage, and it is not eaſy to ſay. 
ſions whence I — write 1 next. | 


3.x "Ever yours, 
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